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who vas so ignorant. He w-as the only matn iin
Canada, I say, because it was a fact of public
notoriety tiat the subsribers to( that testimonial
were the contractors of the Pulie Works Depart-
ient. The fact was known in the press at that
tiine, anid it was made knowi, not in the press of
the Opposition, but iade kiown iin the press of
the Governmtent. It was made kniown in the public
presS of Monltreal, and sote few years ago a series
of articles were publislhedi in the organ of the Gov-
ernhnent, La Pre-.e of Monttreal. which afterwards
were collectel in panplet forni, and I have the
pamphlet in mîy lhaunds, an4d titis is what I read in
it :

By the aidI of this ingenious s.vsteu whicl is called
'uhiblic subscriptio n' in the e of a Minister. andi

'acknail' in the case of a pfoor devil, Sir Hlector was
able to atld 825,000 to his economies.:nîl the public works
of the counîtry cost to the co'unttry 8500,000 more than it
wiouil have piid if the conit raetors lhad not been friends.',
Sir, after titis, could tithe Minister ignore who were
the sub*scribers to his fund. ami is it possible to say
at titis day. after this statemutent was made and
publisiel. not in the press of the Opposition. but
in the press of the Govertnnt, tiat the mîenber
for Tlhree River s (Sir Hector Lanugevin ) the then
Minister of Public Works, did not know wlo were
those who were tendering hiim the mtoney for this
testimniaîl ? I repeat, Sir. that. if the thten Minister
of Public Works dlid not know whto were those who
gave himîî that. testimonial. it was because lie chose
to remain blindl, for wliat lhe did lot know, every
itan not only in the Holuse but in the country at
large, was aware of. Then the pamphlet goes on
furthiernore to say :

" The naine is kept in the Public Works Depaîrtmenit of
a well-known contractor wlto had been soliciting for two,
yenrs ait indemnity for publie works in the city of Quebec,1
and who had .been nost anxious while petitiomnig to sib-
seribe $1,000 mi finavour of the eltief. That contractor knew
very well how men are tiken, and when ie was asked for
the amount of his subscription he leclared categorically,
that he would not pay one cent inless his claim against
the Governinent wns settled. Lucky man: his edaim was
settled within three days."
And, Sir, I repeat, that is not in the press of the
Opposition, but iii the press of the Govermnent.

Mr. (HAPLEA U. I.beg iy lion. friend's pardon.
It is too often this statenient. has been muade. At
that tinme La Prese was the bitterest eneny of
the Goverinmeit, and the pamphlet which ny hon.
friend is quoting froin, and wvhich is called " Le
Métier le Niniistre,'"is the st.rongirest and the imost
bitter charge ever made against the (;overnmient.
La Pre.-e was then a paper which w'as the bitterest
eneny of the Govertneit.

Mr. LAURIER. Those are very big words, Sir,
but I know wiat is in thei ; they are perfectly
hollow. That newspaper, La Pre-e, at that tinte
was against the Government on the Riel question,
and upon no other question. That paper, La P'resse,
had done like ininisterial mxembhers whomn I see
here, protested against the.execution of Louis Riel
biut came down tinderneath ut the proper time.
That paper, La Pre-e, was the subsidized organ of
the Government at all tinies, and when the lion.
gentleman says it was the bitterest opponent of the
Governient et himi tell nie one question, except
the Riei question, on which it was against thé Gov-
ernment. I will. ask the hon. gentleinen further-
more, if it is not true that a few nonths afterwards,
when we were in the thick of the election, La Presse,
was in the forefront supporting the Government
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as usual.? If these stateiients, as I said a moment
ago, liad been said li ith press of ie Opposition,
I could well understandl that no value could lbe
attacltel to thei on the otier side of tie House,
becaise I ani sorry to say the press hlas becoie
so partizan on both sides tf polities, that, for ny
part, I woul not be bouid by aiythiing saidby a
journal opposed to mty views. But, Sir, titis is iot
one of the Opposition papers which were tiglhting
them. It was fromu one of the papers which were
supporting the Goveriiniment thtat the charge first
caie, atnd again I say, Sir, thtat. in thie face of tiat,
it is preposteroulsto tell us that the ..\linister ofPublic Works id lnot kniow wh ,%lllo wierIe thie conitri-
butors to lis fundl. Now, Sir, 11pon tlis question
I will say no more for the present time. Tiere are
otier questions to which my lion. friencd ias allud-
ed sitmply to say that they were a reproaci to the
iaite Of Canada, and I will nuot. liscuss tiese ques-
tions to-day. 'ie only th I woull say in re-
ference to this is that I an sorr'y to see that the
Minister of Justice bas already, peiriiaps, anttici-
)aLted whliat will be tlhe jlgugmentt of the {Hoîuse in a
few days. I shall not (o aiythiig of tie kintd. I
Sshall keep mny judgmîeit perfectly untbiassed even
to thatxtime ; but if only one-tenth of tie cita rges
madeIv the hon. niember for Nlontiioirency are
proved1, autd more than one-tenîth are proved al-
ready, they will cause the naine of Caianla to bei a
by-word aLnd a reproaci.

Mr. COSTIGAN. I listented with attention to
the renarks iadte by the hion. imover of tie resolu-
tion in aneitdmînett to going intto Supply, now before
the House, and I utmust saLy that I have 110 reason
to comîplain of that bont. genitlemai's speech. I
have perhiaps reason to feel soiewhtat gratitied that
lie nade no personal allusion to nie ; but, on read-
iîg the resolution, I finîd thxat I ami indicated as one
of the parties who received a testimonial. The re-
solution refers not only to Ministers whuo have re-
ceived testiionials froni coiitractoirs, bit it iiielud(les
iemtbers of the Governinent who receive contribu-
tions fromi contractors or other persons lhaving
pecuniary relations with the Governmutent, as well
as officials. Now, I inay state briefly th circuni-
stances under which I becane the recipient of a
testimonial in the shape of a .house. Hon. gentle-
nien mîuay not be aware, or, the fact may he of little
interest to then, that I at that timîe lhad served as
the representative of niy constituiency for about,
t twenty-four years. I had served that constituency
as a poor man. My coming here in the first place
was no the result of aiy personial ambition on my
part to enter public life ; bit I was imiduced te do
so by ny constituentts for their interests rather
thaitiy own. I accepte(l the position, lhowever,
and I have lheld the confidence of that con-
stituency for upwards of thirty years ; and
during that time I have endeavourel to dis-
cha-ge my duty faithfully. While not posing
as a .nia of perfection, while professing to be
humitan, and liable to err like all men, I
do not .plead guilty to any dishonest or dishonour-
able conduct ; I do not plead:guilty to any improper
motives, or even to the possibility of being impro-
perlV influenîced.in thé discharge of any public duty.
I could not be gûilty of that, becatuse whatever
other faults I have, I thank God that I havestrerigth
enough to prevent mue from disgracing myself in
that way, as well as disgracing the men who have
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