..r. Chairman:

1 an‘deli;shted to be here with vou toni-ht, to be
able to take part in your celebrations of Columbus Day. All
of us who have our roots elsewhere, whether in Italy or,
as in ny case, in Scotland, can join in Celebrating the
discovery of the llew /orld by Christofaro Colomrbo, a discovery
that has given us and our fathers who came here before us
a new life, a new freedon and a new homne.

I will not waste nriy time and yours by producin~z
for you tonight the bromides and clichés often considered
suitable for occasions like this -- the sreatness of the
Ttalian nation, the great contribution made to our national
life by Canadians of Italian origin -- all true indeed,
but rot, perhaps, what needs to be said here tonight. Like
all of you, I am here to enjov the good food, the good wine,
the food cormipany.

For a few ninutes, let me talk about freedo:n,
n-t as an ideal -- what could I say to my compatriots who
conte of the great nation that produced Cavour and i.azzini,
and lived throurh the triumph and tragedy of the risorgimento.

In Canada, to a very great extent, we still enjoy
a very basic, but very fragile freedom, the freedon to live
our lives without constant surveillance by security forces,
the freedor: to walk on the streets umnriolested. The security
of Canadians still resides in peace and order -- rooted
in the confidence people have in their free institutions
and the will of Canadians to riake then effective, rather
than in the enforcaient of law and order.

The peace and order that Jjuarantees our personal
freedon seerns to be under attack throuchout the world,
certainly throughout what we call the iestern world. Too
often, special interest groups -- and I hasten to add that
this isnot an Italian specialty -- arrorate to themselves
the richt to jecopardize peace and order for sone Zroup
objective that may or nay not nave sreat nerit.

I need not reiiind you of the tragic events
ir jortreal a vear aro. In the last fewr weelis we have
seen with our ovm erves or on televisionthe deploynent of
arred ~uards ir our peaceable capital of Ottawva and other
Canadian cities on a scale unprecedented in our experience,
as re have received as ruests leaders of the Soviet Union
and Yuroslavia.

The rirht of free Canadians to demonstrate
arainst people and situations of vhich they disapporve is
rot at issue. i.any Canadians have suffered, or seen their
fanilies and {riends suffer under oppresive ré:ines. Their
Teelinrs are to be respected and their seriousness of purpose
accepted. Deuonstrations have always plaved a role in the
exercise of democratic freedons.




