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PRESS RELEASE

INFORMATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA - CANADA

FOR RELE:SE ON FEBRUARY 2, 1950, AT 11:00 A.M.

‘February 2, 1950.

The following account of the incidents that took place in Prague
on Januzry 17 end 18, after which Sergeant Danko end Corperzl Vanier were
withdrawn from Czechcslovekia, is drawn from the reports of the Canadian
Charge d'Affaires, lir. John A, Irwin, the Canadizn Air Attache, Group Captsin
R. &, Cameron, and the two men themselves.

On the afterncon of January 17, when Sergeant Denko left his
apartment house with his wife, he saw at the street door three roughly-
dressed and threatering-loocking individuals who seemed to be taking con-
siderable interest in him. He did not kncw vwho they were but fezred some
trouble for himself. Vhen he returned home later in the afternoon he tock
the precaution of having with him Corporel Venier ond another member of
the Legntion staff. The three men he had seen befure he now found inside
the building in front of his apartment door. He esked them if they were
police end what they were doing there. They replied thet they were not
pclice end were waiting to see a lewyer who lived on the szme flocr. They
asked for ho identification and offered none; nor when asked would they
identifyy thenselvesga

That evening at 8:30 Danko and Vanier were in the Danko apart-
rent with Mrs. Danko and a porty of four ladies. About 9 o'clock they
left the flat. MMrs. Daenko wes left behind in the apartment. At the door
of the epartment house one of a watching trio accosted the leading peir
end spoke in Czech, apparently easking for identification cards. One of
the men was ill-advised enough to ley a hend on a girl in the party. Venier
demanded to see the ran's own identification papers and when he would not
produce them but insisted on interfering, Venier brushed hinm eside. This
caused hin to stywble and fall, Venier pulled him up by the coat and
warned hinm to make off, vwhich he and his companions did. The latter did
not cffer to interfere in sny way. The nan's coact was torn, but so little
disturbance was czused by his fell that Sergeant Danko, who was standing
nearby, did not kncw of the fall until he was later told by Vanier.

On the following day, Januery 18, Sergeent Danko left the Canediean
Legotion at about 5:00 pem.- to go home., i&s he drove up in front of his
epartnent house a number of tough-looking individuels appezred, whereupon
Danko prudently returned to the Legaticn. The Charge d'Affeires, the Air
Attache und another officer of the Legation then accompanied Sergeant Danko
to his apartment before vhich they found gathered on the street a sxc
crovd cf men, with whom wes one uniformed policeman, They stopped oand
questicned the policeman and learned that there was some question of
Venier having torn the coat of cne of the men during the incident of the
previous eveninge.
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