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candidates and distribution of voter registration lists ta political parties,
observe campaîgn rallies and monitor media coverage and candidate
access ta the media. The Dusseldorf-based European Institute forMedia (EIM) began comprehensive media monitoring on 1 October1998. ODIHR expeots ta have about 150 election observers deployeci
throughout the country on polling day and will publish a snapassessment of the elections the day after polling (19 October 1998). Afinal report will later be issued from Warsaw and Vienna.

ODIHR currently has 11 long-tern observers deployeci in ten regions.The observers monitor activities at a district level. Their efforts wilI beenhanced by the deployment of 80 election weekend observers
supplied by OSCE member states, delegations from the Council ofEurope and the European Union Parliamentarian Group, andvolunteers from local embassies will supplement the polling dayobservations. Other independent monitors include the US Embassy inSkopje, two American-based NGOs - the International RepublicanInstitute and the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs -and observers deployeci by the Dutch Embassy.

Current investigations by ODIHR relate ta technical complaints filed bypolitical parties and independent candidates. VMRO-DPMNE hascharged that the voter registration Iists are inaccurate and voicedconcemr that counterfeit voter identification cards have beendistributed. In addition, an independent candidate from the RepublicanParty charges that his deletion from the candidate list by the SEC wasbiased. He dlaims that his failure to open a campaign finance accountbefore the required deaciline should not disqualify him because othercandidates from the PDP-PDPN/NDP coalition also failed ta meet thedeaciline but are being allowed ta stand as candidates.


