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(f) Promoting responsible action by States with a view to preventing the 
illicit export, import, transit and retransfer of small arms and light weapons. 

11. Preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade 
in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects 

1. 	We, the States participating in this Conference, bearing in mind the different 
situations, capacities and priorities of States and regions, undertake the following 
measures to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light 
weapons in all its aspects: 

At the national level 

2. To put in place, where they do not exist, adequate laws, regulations and 
administrative procedures to exercise effective control over the production of small 
arms and light weapons within their areas of jurisdiction and over the export, 
import, transit or retransfer of such weapons, in order to prevent illegal manufacture 
of and illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, or their diversion to 
unauthorized recipients. 

3. To adopt and implement, in the States that have not already done so, the 
necessary legislative or other measures to establish as criminal offences under their 
domestic law the illegal manufacture, possession, stockpiling and trade of small 
arms and light weapons within their areas of jurisdiction, in order to ensure that 
those engaged in such activities can be prosecuted under appropriate national penal 
codes. 

4. To establish, or designate as appropriate, national coordination agencies or 
bodies and institutional infrastructure responsible for policy guidance, research and 
monitoring of efforts to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms 
and light weapons in all its aspects. This should include aspects of the illicit 
manufacture, control, trafficking, circulation, brokering, trade, as well as tracing, 
finance, collection, and destruction of small arms and light weapons. 

5. To establish or designate, as appropriate, a national point of contact to act as 
liaison between States on matters relating to the implementation of the Programme 
of Action. 

6. To identify, where applicable, groups and individuals engaged in the illegal 
manufacture, trade, stockpiling, transfer, possession, as well as financing for 
acquisition, of illicit small arms and light weapons, and take action under 
appropriate national law, against such groups and individuals. 

7. To ensure that henceforth licensed manufacturers apply an appropriate and 
reliable marking on each small arm and light weapon as an integral part of the 
production process. This marlcing should be unique and should identify the country 
of manufacture and also provide information that enables the national authorities of 
that country to identify the manufacturer and serial number, so that the authorities 
concemed can identify and trace each weapon. 

8. To adopt where they do not exist and enforce, all the necessary measures to 
prevent the manufacture, stockpiling, brokering, transfer and possession of any 
unmarked or inadequately marked small arms and light weapons. 


