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the leaders oftIhe Wester'n world began 'to Caat'abolit for a
means by which the designis of the SOwiet Union might be fus
trated or, if war was to coxe again, a meaus by whioh the free
nÂations imight stand together in confidence agatnst aggression.

The. M~arshall Pla - rh low of' aid from the. Uni.ted
States u.nder the M~arshll Pan, as well a.s otber aid inoluingV
substanti.al Canadian grants and loans, was graduaJ.ly hav~ing Uts
ertect in restoring the econoii stabfiiy Of Westerni Europe.
The. European nations, through thçir znwtual efforts in. the
OrganizatUon for Eu.ropean Eoonomic Co-operation, liad set 'tbeir
hanâs firxly~ to the task of reconstruction. In the fild of
ecoojios. and finance nrnoi progress iiad been miade towar'ds the
restoationj of Europe. But it was plain t1hat more than aconomjo.
assisptance wa nacessary If Western Erope was to suviv4e, The~

groingthratof %qmutsm couj.d be met~ only'by thre crzeation
of a olitial ad mil.itar'y barrier of adéquate déterrent

CaaaUek u - As early.as in the Gen ra
Assemby or the United Natons, the Préset. lrime Minste of.
Canada, thon Secetr of Stte fo Ex taÉha4 4±'airs putth

"Ntos Ini thiie s earc ii r pea and ooperîtïo 4
wi1Xnt nU cano, accept-inefn tel an ualtre'i a QnI'

wihwas e u to ensr hrseui and wo o s
rel hsoÉe rroze in fuil n iied isnin

association oor o tC and sace-ovin state wlIn to
acceptnmor'e sp i internatoa oblgtin in retun for
greatr maueo ntonalsecr

U~nion". On. Mar<ch 17? of that yaar Britain, France, the NehrlnsBelgu and Luxmourg sign4 at Brussel a trat pro vidng for~

first~ cocr step~ towards ani efftve systemw for the défoeo

of the West. h r i±enopb ~çL~~

Inin ~ thon t hat follaoed there e m~aat sign th

and Canzada me in Wahi g with representatives of the United

exporatory Qak" Ote Noth Atlantic c4ouhies~a Wêz&ereinv
into th discusions at a lae stage.

NAO ored - Thee talksended ina gemn n n'
Apri4, 1949,,h Norh Atlantic Trea'ty wasie b ytwelve
natiô4sý 'By it terms the sinor? naions boud-heselv

together y sp c Z c obligations to p r v d fo t e r c l e t v
maitan hepeace and sepciwity of, th.ot Atlantic ara

Thosewhichevetall joined were Norway, Danniarkc,
Portgal 1tayýadý1e1an. rede and Ireand ere inited

but dolined4


