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ARTICLE 23

No legalization or similar formality may be required in the context of this
Convention.

ARTICLE 24

Any application, communication or other document sent to the Central Authority
of the requested State shall be in the original language, and shall be accompanied
by a translation into the official language or one of the official languages of the
requested State or, where that is not feasible, a translation into French or English.

However, a Contracting State may, by making a reservation in accordance with
Article 42, object to the use of either French or English, but not both, in any
application, communication or other document sent to its Central Authority.

ARTICLE 25

Nationals of the Contracting States and persons who are habitually resident within
those States shall be entitled in matters concerned with the application of this Con-
vention to legal aid and advice in any other Contracting State on the same conditions
as if they themselves were nationals of and habitually resident in that State.

ARTICLE 26

Each Central Authority shall bear its own costs in applying this Convention.

Central Authorities and other public services of Contracting States shall not
impose any charges in relation to applications submitted under this Convention. In
particular, they may not require any payment from the applicant towards the costs
and expenses of the proceedings or, where applicable, those arising from the par-
ticipation of legal counsel or advisers. However, they may require the payment of
the expenses incurred or to be incurred in implementing the return of the child.

However, a Contracting State may, by making a reservation in accordance with
Article 42, declare that it shall not be bound to assume any costs referred to in the
preceding paragraph resulting from the participation of legal counsel or advisers or
from court proceedings, except insofar as those costs may be covered by its system
of legal aid and advice.

Upon ordering the return of a child or issuing an order concerning rights of
access under this Convention, the judicial or administrative authorities may, where
appropriate, direct the person who removed or retained the child, or who prevented
the exercise of rights of access, to pay necessary expenses incurred by or on behalf
of the applicant, including travel expenses, any costs incurred or payments made for
locating the child, the costs of legal representation of the applicant, and those of
returning the child.


