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The Allies remain gravely concerned about strong evidence 
of the use of chemical weapons in South-East Asia and Afghanistan, 
in violation of international law, and of Soviet involvement in the 
use of such weapons. With regard to recent developments in the 
conflict between Iran and Iraq, they reiterate their categorical 
condemnation of any use of these weapons.(1) 

The Allies have also proposed that the Conference on 
Disarmament identify, in the first instance, through substantive 
examination, issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space. They regret that so far the Soviet Union and the 
Eastern countries have opposed the establishment of the appropriate 
working group. 

The Allies welcomed the willingness of the United States 
to discuss with the Soviet Union research programmes on strategic 
defence. 

8. The Allies participating in the Mutual and Balanced Force 
Reductions (MBFR) talks, in accordance with their commitment to these 
negotiations and following a review decided upon by Ministers at their 
meeting last December, have tabled a major new proposal in Vienna. 
This proposal seeks to resolve some of the most basic issues of these 
negotiations, in particular on the long-standing question of obtaining 
a satisfactory data base, and offers a new approach to the reductions 
and limitations process. If the East is prepared to match the 
flexibility demonstrated by the West in the new initiative, it will 
be possible for real progress to be made towards an MBFR agreement 
that provides for substantial, verifiable reductions of personnel to 
equal collective ]evels of ground forces and parity of combined 
ground and air forces in Central Europe. 

9. The Helsinki Final Act and the Madrid Concluding Document 
are foundations on which to build constructive relations. The Allies 
reaffirm their commitment to the full and effective implementation by 
all states participating in the process initiated by the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) of the principles which 
participating states have undertaken to respect in their relations 
with each other. All principles and provisions agreed in Helsinki and 
Madrid, including those concerning relations between states, human 
rights and contacts between individuals, must be implemented. The 
Allies are especially concerned over disregard, in particular by the 
Soviet Union, of the humanitarian provisions, which affects not only 
internationally known personalities but also a great many others. 

In the continuing CSCE process the members of the Alliance 
will pursue efforts to conduct an in-depth dialogue and develcp 
co-operation between all participating states. 

(1) Ureece recalled its position as it has been expreE:sed during 
previous Ministerial sessions. 
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