
VieW's on food strateg sought

Agriculture Minister Eugeneý Whelan said
recently that the Federal Government was
inviting food organizations to submit
briefs on the implications of the Govemn-
ment's "food strategy".

"The White Paper entitled,, A Food
Strategy for Canada, wiiich was released
last lune, provides a basis for free and
open discussion with agricultural and
fisiieries producers, processors, distribu-
tors, retailers, consumers and provincial
governments. The submission of briefs is
another avenue of the consultation the
Government is seeking with ail concemred.

"The Governiment would bc pleased to
receive submissions concerning the. food
strategy from any group that wants to
bring its views or recommendations to the
attention of the Goverrnment,'" Mr. Whelan
said, " ... especially in the context of the
post wage-and-price-control period.*"

Federal cabinet ministers who wil re-
view the submissions, will meet with re-
presentatives of these organizations ini De-
cember.

"We plan to follow through with dis-
cussions with provincial governiments and
with a national food strategy conference
in February for everyone concerned with
the food system," said Mr. Wiielan.

Auto trade with the U.S.

Exports to the United States of motor
vehicles and parts rose 30 per cent from
thos. i the first haif of 1976 to $5,148
0mion i the. sae period of 1977.
1ligiier shipments of cars and trucks ac-
counted for 56 per cent of the gain, afler
an extraordinary risc in real expenditures
on automotive produets in the. U.S. dur-
ing the. montha of January-June 1977.
Shipments of cars and trucks expanded
by 22.5 per cent and 37 per cent, respec-
tively.

Canadian imports of motor vehicles
and parts from the. U.S. increased 24.5
per cent to $5,745 million in the. first
half of 1977. Siiarply rising imports of
automotive components in the. current
year were 24 percent above the. total for
the. first haif of 1976, in comparison
witii inecases of 29.5 per cent and 18.5
per cent, respectively, for cars and trucks.

An improvement in tiie surplus on the.
trade in vehicles resulted in a sinail decline

in the. over-ail automotive'deficit to $597
million in the. first half of 1977 front $654
million in the. comparable period of 1976.

Overseas trade
In Canada's trade witii overseas countries,
exports rose siiarply, while imports i-
creased only marginally between the first
halves of 1976 and 1977. Siiipments of
passenge r vehicles nearly doubled to $ 180
million in the, first half of 1977, while ex-
ports of otiier veiiicles and parts increased
slightly from the. January-June period of
1976. Car shipments increased to Vene-
zuela and other oil-producing countries
i the Middle East.

Because of the dedline in~ amrvals of
overseas cars, whicii was outweigiied by a
10 percent risc in imports of Ainerican
automobiles, the. U.S. siiare of the. total
number of imported cars expanded fîom
75 per cent to almost 80 percent between
the. first halves of 1976 and 1977. The.
Japanese share dropped from 16.5 per
cent to 14 per cent. Tii. average advanc.
in the. unit values of imported vehicles be-
tween the. two periods was 18.3 per cent.
Tii. increase for cars from West Germany
was higiier than the. average, but the ris.
for Japanese automobiles was consider-
ably lower at 6.3 per cent.

The. strengtiiening agaînst the. Canadian
dollar of between 5.5 per cent and 14 per
cent in the. currencies of the. tiiree princi-
pal suppliers (thie U.S., Japan and West
Germany) contributed to enhancing the
unit values. Basfic price increases, tiie in-
troduction of new product limes and chan-
ges in the. types of import also affected
the. average prices..

International women's meeting

Mis. Gordon B. (Kay) Armstrong of Vic-
toria, Britishi Columbia, past president of
the. National Council of Women of Can-
ada and chairman of tiie Laws and Suf-
frage Committee of the. International
Council of Women, will bc in Bogotà,
Colombia, November 21-26, for the.
founding meeting of tii. ICW Ainericafl
Regional Council (ARC). Tii. president
of the. International Council of Women,
Princess Prem Puraciiatra of Thailand,
wiio was in Ottawa last June to attend
the. annual meeting of the. Canadian Na-
tional Council, spoke to the. members
about the. value of establisiiing regional
groupigs of national councils.

A total of 72 national counicils are af-

filiated to theICW, an organization which
holds consultative st atus at the. United
Nations. Tiiere are 18 national counicils in
the. Western hemisphere. Tii. president of
the NCW of Colombia, Dr. Ceciiîa Fer-
nandez de Pallini, is ARC preparatory
chairman. Delegates are expected from
the Western hemisphere coundils, as well
as from otiier Western hemisphere coun-
tries wiieîe no councils are yet establisiied.
Princess Prem and otiier ICW executive
board members will attend, as well as
representatives from the UN and from
otiier ICW regional councils already set
up in Asia, Europe and Africa.

On the. Bogoti agenda will b. the.
establishment of a regional counicil for
the. Aniericas; discussions on the. family in
Arnerica, and womnen's responsibility with
regard to ii.mispheric developinent. Mis.
Armstrong will speak on tiie family in
America, including the. International Year
of the. Child (1979), thie rural family,
family planning and the. fundamental
need for education and communication.
Sessions will take place at the. University
of Rosario.

Mrs. Armstrong graduated in political
science and sociology at the. University of
Toronto. Siie served overseas in the. Can-
adian Women's Army Corps in the, Second
World War, as weil as in Canada. She iias
been active in consumer organizations,
the. Ontario Provincial Council of Women
and other groups and, in 1977, became a
founding member and director of MATCH,
an international centre to matchi needs
and resources of women in Canada and
developing countries.


