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which te du iL (The period of active growth cf niost
plants in this part of Canada does net exceed ten weeks).1

Aum to makze pupils more acquainted with bird life

tus sesaun. Let thear renew the. acquaintances cf last

year and try te forma new unes. Watch, the devel-10

ment ef insects, and let the neighboring pons e

visited for illustrations of the. hf. that is there.

Tn HBÂAvF-s N Ix IlY.

The. eclipse cf the sun on May 28thl will ho total in

a portion cf thi. Southiern United States (tii. p.Lth of

total eèlipse f rom the Pacifie ocean crosses M ica

corner of Texas, out into the Glf cf Mexico, enters

Southern Louisiana, whence it passes ini an almeist

straight lin. te the. Atlantic ocean at Norfolk, Va., at

which place the. sun will be entirely covered at 9 o'clock

a. m.) The. partial pliase cf the eclipse will b. well
worth looking at througheut tiie MNaritimec Provinces.

Venus attains its greatest brigbtness un the 3lst,
viien it will be one hundred tirnes brighter than an

average first magnitude star. Mars is mcrning istar,
rising an heur and a half before suris.. J upiter comcei

lInt opposition on the. 27thi, rising about 7 p. m.

AgÎ!toltural Education.

To thes Editor of the, Edicationai Revirw:t.,.

DEARi SiR,-Mr. Pêrcy J. Shaw's article, in tho April

R.viiuw, on the. laboratory metiied cf teaohing agricul-

ture i the. sciools by a gardon attaciied toeoach sohool,
ils ene I bave eften thhught cf and spoken of iu private
conversationi.

In country places, an acre or îwe of ground could

b. had fer each seirool on which the. moet a.pprov.d

mothod of agriculture, including agricultursi chemistry,
could bc taugiiI. Outuide werk, occaaionally, wouid

ten t rengthen tiie body a. well as the. mind and

thus ien..'. iridustrial habits whichi all n.ed wiien il

b.oome. noessary to, leave tie parental roof and face

thre 'world on tiroir own acceunt. By gueli a method of

teachiug, theory and practice weuld work well logethor.

W. have known men of goed educatien buit little

mnergy, which eaux b. attrlbuted ini many cases te Ithe

want of iudustrioug empleynient in yeutb. Po[ iDg

over intricte studios iii sàhool, and littie or ne recrea-

tien te divrt the. mind, except gaines of one kind and

another, is net a good methoid of bringing rip a ehuld.

As a mxatter of course, youth mnust have amusements,
but useful employaient witir thbe bande a. well u. tii

head, must holp thern in manhood, and I do net believe
thr can b. aunything betten than tii. study of agricul-
ture. Profesaional, commercial and miechanical studies

are ver>'ncssr' but al] must look to the. soul for the
sustenance of life, and consequently agriculture must

have the. firet plae. W. M. J.
Wewtfleld, N B.

To) fp Editor f leEditredionaI l nw

$iit,- 1 have been miuch interosteod in t.he article on

Sehool Gardens which appeared. in your lust number.

I hiave no doubit that experimental toachiug of that

kind would sulvo mnyi of the difficulties surrounding

the study of agriculture in our schoolsi; but to do nwich

gardeln wurk the eaersposition miust be a more
permnaln<.n orle than it now is. Aý few children scattered

throughout ton mr eleven gradesi; a squalid looking

ichl)-Iouse,, pooi ly furniied and wîth no equipment;

trustees whoie chief concerni i, ta get aloing with the

sniallest pos.sible expenise, and who will reaily change

a teacher at tiie end of the yoar if another can be bad

for twentLy dollars le4s, are difficultios that, canvot easlily
be surwnouttd in the proper maintenance of sohool

gardens. This state of things does niot, apply to towfl

or village sechools ; but it is true thant precisel>' where

agriculture is moet needed to be taught, and where

nature does tiie niost for the. section (th. rural district),
there tiie conditions wbich 1 have mentioned above are

toc often present, and prevent a teacher fromu doitig

what h.e utherwise could.
Can the. toacher do much ix> remnedy this? If Le is

tii. riglit man, it is4 said lie cari. But. the right man

doesn't go into sucli a field. Hie talents find botter

eoeploymjent and better reward elmewbere.
Again, our preseut systeun of educatien is too ex.

pens4ive. The. teacher canuot redue the. expense if ho

do.. niake the section appreciate education -but too

often trusteesi and ratepayers neither appreciate his

efforts for the, value of a compnen school education such

as the pre@ent systein aime to give. We need consoli-

dation. E, il.
KinlgX QOuntY. N. s.

A systein of free uchool transportation lia been in

eperatien tii. peeit winter in several ceunties about

Canton, Ohio. Central township higli sohools have

been provided, and wagons transport the children frein

iiie remott. parts te and froui achool. Recently additions

have been made te the. 1'kid wagons," a. they are

call.d, iii the way of a coverlng of .nani.led olotir.

Windows and deers are previded, and also stoves te

keep tii. girls and boys varar. Tiie driver ha. resolv.d

himself into a mail carrier for resl4ents along the route,
and ini thia way a sy8teru of rural fre delivery is main~-
tained.-TA 7h, finr


