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The City of Ottawa and The Dominion Government
Mayor Fisher in a broehere - which appears

in anothier part of this issue-presents in a veryinteresting and instructive form the relations of
Ottawa as the capital city of Canada and the Do-minion goverument. The evident reason for -the
pamphlet is that as the present agreement expiresin June, necessitating new arrangements between
the city authorities and the government, the casefor the city should be presented fairly and squarely
before the public. The City of Ottawa ocdupies aunique position. Being the capital of the Dominion
it is looked upon as belonging to the nation, as inia certain sense it does, but if it does belong to thenation, even partially, the nation as represented bythe government, is very niggerdly in its contri-
bution te the upkeep of Ottawa. Accordinig to
Mayor Fisher the Government tax bill for 1918, in
pro rata to other tax payers would have been $886,-
453. What the government actually paid in 1918,as it did each year under the agreement, was$15,0O0 direct to the municipality for special f ire
protection and $100,000 as a contribution to the
Ottawa Improvement Commission for park pur-
poses. This is a heavy bonus for the citizens of
Ottawa to pay for the privilege of their city being
the capital of Canada, and Mayor Fisher is quite
riglit in urging more generous ternis te the city in
any new a.greement. Jndeed, it is a question ofjustice, for every dollar that the goverument should,but does not, pay in local taxes lias to bc imade up
by the private taxpayers, and we cannot conceive
the citizens of Canada as a whole ohipipfi" fn +i

Tuneir own:.
8 up the mucli

discussed question of making Ottawa a Federal dis-trict. Hie is against sucli a pro jeet and hie liasour sympathy. Outside the excessive cost of a Fed-
eral district as comlpared with a municipal dis-trict-the District of Columbia has the most ex-
pensive administration in the world-the citizens ofOttawa would never stand for their automonous
riglits being taken away from tliem, whieh would
be the case if Ottawa was turned into a Federal dis-
trict. What is more the establishment of a Pederal
district would mean a complete change in our con-
stitution which is very definite and limits even
the power of the Federal Goverument; one limita-
tion being that it cannot interfere with municipal
government.

DÂYLIGUT SAVING.
There seems te have been objections to the puttîng

forward of the dlock again this year, thougli theobjecters, principally farmers, do not gîve any good
,and valid reason for their stand. There is ne doulit
that the extra hour of daylight is a boon te theworkers in the cities. Tt enables them te get intotheir "war" gardeus with benefit to their health
and pockets, which ini turn benefits the commumi.
ties. Daylight and sunshine assures content-
ment and we eannot understanid why any one classshou.ld objeet to something that will help another
class se long as it does flot hurt the first class. Nodouibt the farmers have all the daylight they re-quire during the sumnmer months -ao surely thiey
canxnot deny the riglit to the city and towu dwell-
ers to get a little more of the precious liglit and
sunshine than they have done previens to last year.
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