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MUNICIPAL ADJUSTMENTB INi ALBERTA.
JOHN PERRIE, Dtputy _Minister of Municipal Affairs.

"As far as our muni-
pal institutions were
concerned, the year
1917 was to a great ex-
tent a continuation of
similar conditions to
those existing during
the previous year. The
situation, however, in
regard to our smaller
ui r b) ai n municipalities,
anci our rural organiza-
tions, bas imp)roved a
greait deal. For mainy
of ouir smaller urban
organizations the year
J916 was a time of ad-
justment. It was al
time dunring which they
were reduqing their ex-
penditure in every pos-
sible way, ievying as
high a rate of taxation
as they couldh, andstrivin;g to clean up) their liabilities. In some cases, itmîight have been saidi to ble a question aýs; to whether orflot they would b)e su(cessful. During the past year, how-

ever, Most of the mLIn iclPalities so situated reached a sat-lsfactory solution of their troubles, their debenture pay-
mente were promptly met, and the large temporary lia-bilities which they were carrylng from vear to year were
either eliinated altogether, or greatiy reduced, Theyhave, as it were, ",got over the hill," and with the econo-mica! administration which will no doubt continue after theexperlenc(e thiýy have had, they wlll shortly be in a verygo od flnancial condition, and lo'wer tax rates wlll be suffi-
e ient for their nieeds,

Readjustment of Assess.ment.',We have, unfortunateîy, some, munlclpalitles whlch are
stillinl the throes of the ad~justmxent necessary to meetchangedl conditions, but the necessary re-arrangement oftheir liabilities, and adjustmnent of taxation, wlll no doubt
be maide in time, without ioss to those interested, and bus!-,ness will be placed on a satisfaetory basis. One of thesources of trouble during the past few years, in connection
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