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indcependent of political initluce -Whilc it directs attention to the niational and
public character of the work beiig clone.

The policy at present being carried otit is twofold. The collecting of
ruaterial wvîll always coustitute an important part of the work of the A-rchives.
At presenit an examnination is bcing macle by representatives of the departmeiit
of the papers of the historie value in the Maritime Provinces, in Quebec, and in
the North-West. A niost important feature of this work is that being con-
ducted under the direction of Mr. Il, P. Biggax, European representative of the
Canadian Archives., The relations of this Country witli France, covering over
two centuries, render the Frenchi Archives a fruitful source of information on
Caniadian history. The Public Records Office, London, contains rnany 'records
of great Canaclian interest. This office will issue next year a new calendar of
dlocumients relating to the colonies and it is COnfidently expccted that traces will
bc fo-und of mnany important records. "'hese papers, both in Paris and iu Lon-
don, are now being exainied and copiecl. ionsncb sources new material is
being constantly adl(ed to the Archives.

'l'ie other phase consists iii seccnring sncb a comniancl of the contents of the
varions documnents iliat they miay bc readhly serviceable for purposes of re-
search. So extensive have been the recent acquisitions that for somne tirne to
corne mnucli attention will be (levoted to tlîe work of cataloguing, calenidaring,
and iiclexiîng. A calendar is niow being l)repared, wvhich, tiiitil the more de-
tail-ed work of indexing is comipletcd, willbefgrtvauinnictngw t
information the Archives actually contain. b fgetviei niàigwa

Most important in this connection is the policy of the Archives Depart-
ment to presenit to the pulblic a scries of (documents relating to important phases
of the developmnent of Canadian institutions. The fruits of this policy is seen
in the issue this year of a volume of "Documents relating to the Constitutional
l1listory of Canada, 1759 to 1791," eclitecl hy Professor Shortt and Dr. Doughty.
Authentic copies are presented of the treaties definîng the lirnits of the colony,
of proclamations and I3ritish Stattutes determninîng the basis of governiment, and
of the Instructions t0 Governors illustrating the policy of the mother country
respecting the government of the colony. Tlîe facts in connection with the
establishment and early clevelopment of Britishi institutions in Canada are most
clearly set forth in these documents. The favour with which thîs volume lias
been received indicates that its purpose is being realized. With the completion
of the publication of documents relating to the constitutional history of the
country other phases of its life xvill clouhltlcss receive like consideration. A
great public service would be performied by the publication of documents re-
lating to the developmnent of Caniadian trade and commerce, to its international
relations, particularly iii connection with the boundary question. The founda-
tion andi growth of Canadian educational institutions, the history of the Chuirch
and its important connection wîth the nation's progress, seemi to desei ve an 1
wotild amiply justify similar treatment.

Extensive xvork of this naturre necessarily requires considerable time and
deals with matters only of the broadest national concern. There are many
other questions of either less general importance or of purely local iterest


