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years since net enly lond-moutbed infidels, but a oonsidem-
able and influential class o! scientifi c scep tics, weîe begin-
ning te take it for granted that Christianity, as a super-
natural religion, bad won its last victories and was deenied
te more or less graduai decay. To-day we sec it organiz3d
and aggressive te a degreo uniprecedented in ail its lîistery.
The churches are carmying on misuetamy operatiens at
homüe and abroad with a iiberality and enthusiaami which,
however they may stili faîl below any ideai standard, were
unknewn and undreamed o! in past generations. Yeung
Men's and Yeung Women's Christian Associations are
deing deeds of plîilanthrepy, and bringing te bear moral
and religions influenîces fer the safe ,guarding anid saving-
ef the youung, whicb ai-e witbeut precedent in past history.
Even great universities are tumning eut leamned mon who
tbink it net beneath them te iccate and live in Toynbee
Halls and simtular institutions for the purpose of hringing
roligieus and social influences te bear for the elevation of
the labouring classes in the cities. The women o! the
churches, se long content with the positien o! sulent
worshippems, are new, by means o! their mission circles and
ether active organizatieuts, raising large sums o! money for
unissionary purpeses, and are eiginating and camrying on
erganizations and eperatiens o! varions kmnds for Christian
purpeses, witb a zeal, an assiduity, a seif-denial anîd a
success, which cf ton iin comnparison throw the doings of
tîtoir fathers, brethers and luushands into the shade. The
Salvation Army witb its woîîderfnl discipline, its fearless
aggî-easiveness, and its unconventienai methuods, bas becorne
a womld wide power fer geod ameng the uncnltivated, the
Pc verty-stricken and the cutcasts. And now in these iast
days have arison the Young lel'sSocieties o! (Jhristiail
Enideavour, whichi in the phenomienal rapidity e! thteir
growth and expansion, and in the intensity e! thoir fervid
enthuisiastu, are far surpassing ail ether religions organiza-
tions, even the chturches te wbich they hold themnselves
loyally subordinate net excepted. XVhoeento aIl the4e
religious ageuucies, which have thus strangely enoughi
sprnng up in ai age cf umaterialisut and uiuaunon-worship,
wmli grew, it is impossible te predict. But each and aIl of
Chant, in thteir turn, and above ail the latest developmieruts
of theni iin these Young People'a erganizatiens, are as welI
wortih study, if only as psychicai phenomena, as any o! the
great popular mnovoînents e! the day, and as sncb we cent-
moud theni te the attentien o! the pbilosephically, utet te
say the meligiou8ly, disposed amicngst our- readers.

OTTA WA LETTERI.

FirER a tiresome and net by any uneans exciting tis-Asien o! four atonths and a-bal!, the Parliamtent of
Caniada wsprorogued onSaturday last. During tels
fow days o! the sitting vemy little of interest transpired.
ln fact, proregationi was realiy depondamît upon the tume
taken by the Sonate te consider, amnend, if necessary, and
finally pas the Criminai Code and Redistribution Buis,
Gvor wbich by far the greater part of the tume o! tbe
Cannions bad heen occupiod. lu neither case did the

"Po fouse make any very radical change. Whou,
bewevr,, it is censidered that tbe Oriminal Code is a
document centaining, eue thousand and seven clauses it is
easily te be seen that the very labour e! reading it was a
physical work o! ne suiail dimension. And, inmoreever,
the Sonate ombraces aniongat its nuniber many Iawyems o!
ability and eminence, wbo wore by ne means disposed te
Pass the new clauses withent comment and discussion.
As it was, ne vemy important alterations were niade, and
the Bill stands mucb in the saine shape as wben it passed
the Couinons. The cememeuy of prorogation was unes-
tentations. In fact, beth the epening and proregning
ceromonies were quite simple this year, cenipared te the
niagnificent displays on sevemal fermer occasions. For
varions reasens the social season in Ottawa was unusually
quiet, and gay dames wbo acconpanied their busbands
with the expectatien of participating in a wbirl o! excite-
t'lent, !ound theniselves se sadly disappeinted that most
o! then graced the capital for a very brie! time with their
presence.

At eloyen o'clock en Satnrday wben the Comnions
assenibled, amid a dewnpenr o! main, it was fonnd tbat the
absentees were largely in tbe majority. Sir John Tbomp-
son, in~ reply te Mm. Miills, said that the Gevemnment
meant te consider during recesa the re.appointment o! Sir
Lennard Tilley as Lient.-Governer e! New Brunswick.
Tite member for Bothwell argued that there was an irreg-
ularity in the centinuance in office by Sir Leonard, long
after bis terni o! office had expimed.

Having made the formai noon adjounment, tho flouse
reassenibled at bal! past two o'clock. lu the meantime
Hia Eutcolloncy was hurryiug aiong Sussex Street te per-
forni bis gubernatorial function. A sad tbing occnrred, or,
the ight tbing !ailed te eccur, wben ho arrived in front
o! the main outrance. The !aithfnl !oot-gnards, wbo for se
uuany years bave stoed in waiting for is Exctullency, did

net coe up te time, and had the mortificatien of heing,
te us4e a common expression, Ila day behind the fair."
For when they arrived in position they found that the
Govemnor had gene abead, and heie!fceurse could net wait
fer his attendants before entering the Chaniber.

There were but few present in the Senate, and those
few were seinewhat indiflerent and listless. Sir John
Caldwell Abbott and the Hlon. Frank Snmith stoed on either

sidei, cf the throne wbereon sat fuis Exccllency, while the
Lieut. -Governer cf Manitoba, Mr. Schultz, was aniong
these whe had seats on the floor o! the Chamber. A
number of Buils having, received the Royal Assent, the for-
mal speech f rom the Throno was made by lis Excellency.
The most important item in the speech was that deaiing
with the question cf the use of the Caniadian canaIs by
American vessela and vice versa.

l'ho Governer expressed the hope that the proposai
submnitted by the Canadian Govemnment, te that o! the
United States, wbereby in return for concessiens on
the part cf Canada as te the canals, the United
States will estere the concessions which were
made by that country by the treaty ef Washington, will
mieet with the approval cf the American Govemument.
Sa closed the sessicn cf 1892. It was surpassed in length
only by the sessions of 1873, 1885, and 1891, the last
famnous as having been irterrupted by the death cf Sir
John A. MVacdonald.

In theIleuse the Government is much strenger thani
when the session comînenced. They have gained greatly
in the bye lections, the Opposition having with difflculty
retained some of their strongcst seats. Wbether the
record of the Ceverninent during the past session bas
justified the confidence reposed in theni by the country
is a ruatter for diflerence of opinion. At any rate, they
liave ne easou te be dligsitishied with their present stand-
ing in the lieuse, while the Oppositien, in their thankis
position cf critics, have net failed in titeir duty te the
country. 11. (C. 1L. K.

IRlIsI11011E RULA.

A CE11TAIN irascible Marquis, of Sandeau's croation,
is miade te exclaini : Il11isce oi l onc des cannibales

qui l'eut ( vore c~e<ode ! And this sentinment, it is
believed, iii lie w ),rLtitetly applicd te various plans of
I ri,iiHIone ]tlc whichi have freon time te time been laid
before the publie.. The present systeni o! mprsentatien
at Westminster cannot endure. The Irish minerity is
n np rotected against ignorance, inisconcoption, and prej u-
dice- in tîhe British leuse of Cemmons. Laws which Ire-
land doo.ï net desire, againa8t which she cries aieud, may
l>e ferced upon ber. Iler most reasouable wisbes may be
ignored, her meat giewing aspirations sneered at, ber most
piteous appeals j ostled out-ef-doors. Theeretically, there-
fore, thero cati be ne redress o! grievances se leng as the
brutal Saxon wills the contrary. But the charge e! cruelty
which is se persia4tently and se veliemeutly preferrod
againat IEogland i8 basod on theery rathegr than on fact.
Seicotins it lias been inditl'erence and semeotimes selfish.
ness which bas caused the wrongs of Imeland te remain
unsettled. lncrednlity on suspicion may often have hiad
a hand in the mjatter, and it is certain that the aflfairso!
Ireland have frequently been displacod by questions of
national importance. It is admitted, however, that Ire-
lanid has reasen te coînplain. She bas hitherto been denied
the rigbht cf controlling the admtinistration o! ber owtî local
aflairs, which she certainly ought te understand botter
than anyone else, and it is now recognized that she must
ho granted seme forai of lecal governament. Tbe Canadian
systenu bas been preposed as eue wbichnîight, in its main
featuros at least, meet the exigencies o! the case. It is
net the ehject o! the foleowing retnarks te prove that the
Canadian system wonid or would not ho worfrable, but it
is intended te show, by investigating the principies e!
other prospective metbods, that the Canadian systeni is
wertb .serieus censideration.

The tetal exclusion e! the Irish freini Westminster (a
Parliainont baving heen instituted at Dublin) would
ebvicusly be unfair. While still ferming a portion the
Empire, contibuting towards the maintenance o! its
power, boiping te boar its financial burdens, and being a
partner in its obligations and responsibilitios, Ireland
wuuld, by sncb exclusion, ho reduced ta a position worse
than that e! a depondency, wbich, without representation
in the council o! the dominant state, is aise whelly irmes-
pensihie for tho engagements of that state with other
ceuntries. These o! England's celonies wbicb posses
native legislative assemblies do net centribute a penny te
the Impérial exchequer. Jndia keeps seventy thousand
British troeps under amms at ber ewn expense. But India
is ruled with a rod of imon.

Te preserve the present memhership of the Westmin.
ster Parlianient, witb the addition o! a Dublin Parliament,
might do very well for Ireland, but couid net pessibly ho
approved o! by the remaining countries o! the Union.
Besides laving the management o! bier own business, anîd
having a fond veice in the concerns o! the Empire, Ireland
wonld ho participating in the gevemument o! England and
Scotland. She would thus ho ondowed with the power o!
influencing, intermneddling in, and obstructing the conduct
of the local affairs o! two countries, neither o! which could
se mucb as wbisper in regard te ber (Ireland's) local
affairs. ln order thon te secume equal rights te aIl parties,
it would be necossamy te admit representatives of England
and Sotland te the Dublin flouse, a measure cal-

culated te intensify those civil and religions jeal-'
ousies whicb it must ever be the prime effort of wise
statesmen to allay. Were an aggravation of difficulties
and cenilictions contemplated, thon a surer road to success
could hardly be constructed.

'Po prevent Irish interference in the hotne legisiatioti
of England and Scotland (a Dijblin f louse being in exi8t-

euce) a restriction of the Irish right of debate lias beeti
suggested. The I rish ininbors would, according to this
schiie, be debarred from taking part in discussions per-
taining te the internai econotity of the larger island and
f rom voting on such questions. iheir (lebating and voting
capacity would be contined te regulations affectingy national
armament and defence, customns dutie,4, diplomatic relations
and commercial treaties with fereign countries, colonial
affaîrs and aill ther Imperial interests. Tlhis arrangement
would bring forth a curieus and novel luus naturae.
There would he in session in oe, place and at ene tinze
twe Parliaments, viz., the imperial and the English-
Scotch. It is unnecessary te peint eut the duties of those
bodies, and it will be understoed, witli but a littie retlec-
tien, that the presence, in ene hall, of two separate legis-
lative assemiblies, with distinct and clearly detined func-
tiens, is ini itself an itncongruity. The present lieuse of
Commons is already overleaded( wich work ; its time is, oee
might say, more than occupied, and it eugbt, if possible, te
be relieved of seme cf its ardueus labours. 'l'lie roverse
effect, however, would be produced by the institution of a
double Parliament, each unit of which would be in con-
stant coînpetitien against the ether te obtain the largast
slice cf cake. Lt would be easy eneugh, ne doubt, te
assign te each section its particular province of action,
but it miight be an extremnely ilelicate task te decide, at any
given moment, whether or net the Hection hiolding the fleer
was encroaching upon other peeýple-'s riglits by an improper
use of timpne nt a new difficulty. it is a8suined that the
numerical strength cf the niew Wes,,tinsteýr Ileuse would
remain unchangred, se that individuals representireg Eng-
lish or Scotch censtituencies would sit in a double capa-
city, whereas the Irish iinetub)r8 would 1) I inp irial legis-
lators enly. Wlaiving for the moment the ob)jetions as te
heterogeneeusness, waste cf time and muach vexation of
sptirit, there yet Ftands in the way a spectre cf threatening
aspect: the Cabinet.

The Cabinet is, unfcrtiiîîately for tho last nîentioned
scheme, net compesed l i regard to race. Lt inay be
said that in somne cases the sphere cf operatieli of a iis
ter is te be found either in home or in foreigit politics, but
it inust be reluenîbetved that, in ether cases, the scope of
minigterial activity cannot be qo clearly tlefitied ner Se
exactly liinited. î t is net possible, under the prevailing
eider of Cabinets, te draw a fine lino between home and
fereigneflicials. [t weuld therefore be neco4sary that the
miinds of those ministers, whose opinions inight bo
demanded on home or foreign aflairs, sheuld be se nicely
balancad as te give risc te ne cenflicts cf vie ws. For
unanimity and stability are essentiai te the life cf a
Cabinet, and iîew could eue reasonably expect, if a siwîle
be permissible, a mnan standing on a bridge always te turn
his eyes te the saine shoere? And this illustration gains ini
force when applied te a numiber cf nien. It lias also been
objected, as te the double Parliairnent, that th,ý Cabinet
may represent a inajority cf the lieuse ene day and a
ininerity the nexd. If, for instance, the LÂberai party were
rettirned te power, with a majority cf seventy seats,
oigbty of which were Irish, theo Coverumiient would be
secure eneugh as far as its LImperiai policy was cencerned,
but tnight suffor defeat, being weakened by the absence of
its Irish supporters in the first debate anent home legis-
latien. Yet this aigumient is partly fallaciotus, ferrlho who
adepts it must close his mental vision te the following
censiderations t hat a 8maîl but vigoreus and combative
faction may be a source of constant fear and danger te the
Gevernment; that ne Go ternaient upheld by a small
mai erity înay venture te anticipate a long tenure ef office;
that, under the present system, the Cabinet represents a
varying m9jority from day te day, and a sînaîl majerity is
net ailways better than a smaîl minerity ; that an inde-
pendent party, hem cof circumastanced unfereseen by the
executive, numerically and influentially streng enough te
Ilhold the balance o! power," nîay spring into life at any
time.

The principal incenveniences cf the systeni cf Home
Rule here under discussion have, it 18 lieped, been ren-
dered clear. It was stated abeve that ne attempt weuld
be made te unfold the merits or demerits o! the Canadian
system. Yet it must have occurred te tboughtful minda
that much mighit be said in faveur ef the adoptionof a
similar plan cf (Jovernenuont by the United Kingdom. Be
it left te an abler pen te set forth what weal or we
might ensue were the Canadian nuiodel te be copied by the
Mother Country. PENSÂNDO.

Do net take the yardstick cf your own ignorance te
measure what the ancients knew, and caîl everytbing
which you do net kînow lies. Do0 net caîl things untrue
because they are miarvellous, but give tlîet a faim consid-
eration. - Iendeli 1'hîllips.

KIND words produce their own image in men's seuls,
and a beautiful image it is. They soeth and quiet and
comfert the hearer. Tbey ahamie bîim eut cf his sour,
moroâe, unkind feelings. We have net yet bogun te use
kind werds in sncb abundance as they ought te ho nsed.-
Pascal.
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