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nounced ideas on how the redman should be made a citizen,
yet withal labouring here with his young wife, not as he
would, but as he can, and trusting that all good endeavours
will at length be rewarded. Then comes repose, but at
first a dreamy and long drawn out brown-study at the
window behind the mosquito bars, looking through the
elms at the moon rising across the river, looking down into
the straggling village sunk in sleep, and listening to the
hoot of the owl and the ceaseless barking of the dogs.
There is a long, mellow note, and a river steamer piled
high with cordwood, rounds the bend and pants slowly
against the stream dragging her train of wood-piled barges.
There is a subdued sound of voices and sometimes the
tinkle of a bell, until finally they are hidden to view by
another bend and you retire to rest, wondering if you
have not been dreaming, Tora.

A NEW WORK ON POLITICAL SCIENCE.*

"PHIS somewhat ambitions work is put forth as one of a

* systematic serieg edited by the University Faculty
of Political Science in Columbia College,” The author
does not make any extravagant claim to originality, and
he is fairly justified in claiming for his work that it is to
a considerable extent a new departure as ¢ a comparative
stady ” among treatises in the English language. (ferman
influence is plainly apparent throughout the work, and
to that fact may be attributed some of the defects, as well
as some of the excellences of the work,

Prominent amongst the former may be pointed out a
certain « priori dogmatism which will not always bear
minute and careful investigation. There is generally a
strong tendency in treatment of this kind to become fanci-
ful, and this tendency is in certain parts of the work
strongly marked, One example of this defect will be found
in the discussion of ‘ political psychology.” Here the
Greeks and Slavs are grouped together, because they are
said to agree in finding in the “ community,” both in the
past and the present, the corporate expression of ‘¢ political
life.”  ‘This generalization is doubly erroneous, for (1) the
* community ”' flourishes in a very primitive form among
the Slavs while it has all but disappeared among the
(Girecks, and (2) the *community ” was in former times
quite as characteristic of the Celts and the Teutons as of
cither the (ireeks or the Slavs. In fact the most typical
modern communities are those of India, the Slav districts
of Murope, and parts of Germany. In Bulgaria there are
many districts where there is not to this day any law but
custom, and where ‘“boycotting” is the only punishment
recognized by public opinion as legitimate. The old
Highland clan was a genuine * community.”

Dr. Burgess shares in the too prevalent tendency to
ignore history in the development of what he calls the
. “political psychology ” of a nation or a race. He credits
the Celts with having “produced and elaborated a great
religion,” but asserts that ¢ they have never created any-
thing in the political world which they can call distinctively
their own, higher than the personal clanship.” Even if
this description were strictly correct, and it is not, it
would be too narrow a basis on which to rest the sugges-
ted inference. 'T'ake the two countries, England and
France, as examples by which to test the value of such an
induction, The English are generally held up by publi-
cists to admiration as a race peculiarly endowed with a
capacity for self-government and for the development of
political institutions, while the French are just as generally
cited as a race that have bad to struggle painfully in the
rear in this respect. As a matter of fact every intelligent
render of history knows that the difference, which is
admitted, can be largely, if not wholly, accounted for by
the events of history apart altogether from racial dis-
tinctions, At one time when France and England were
both brought under the feudal system, which took the
place of the village community, France was quite as
advanced in political development as England was, By
the genius of William the Conqueror the power of the
landed arigtocracy was minimized, and by the wars of
Henry 1L, Edward III. and Henry V., in France, an
opportunity was afforded for the growth of Parliament
and the development of other political institutions. The
insular position of England was another favourable con-
dition, because it secured her comparative immunity from
such a succession of foreign assaults as enabled the French
kings to consolidate their power while they were consoli-
dating the nation. The line of historical development led
in the onecountry, through the wars of the Roses, the Refor-
mation and the Revolution, to the constitutional Govern-
ment of William III.; it led in the other, through the
absolutism of Louis XI. and the comparative suppression
of religious freedom, to the contemporary despotism of

Louis XIV. But in spite of the tendency of centuries,
and the terrible reaction of the French Revolution, which
threw all but a few philosophical Englishmen off their
balance, France is to-day a successful republic, after
twenty-one years of crucial experiment, and is in all
essential respects quite us well governed a * nation” as
Germany or even Prussia, which are Teutonic. Tt would
be going too far to say that “race” has nothing to do with
political aptitude, but the share it has had in the develop-
ment of aptitude is enormously exaggerated by the school
of pumicisns to which Dr. Burgess belongs.

In some parts of his work the author has stated great
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truths in a concise and attractive way, as, e. ¢., where he
compares the constitution of Great Britain with the con-
stitutions of Germany, France, und the United States. He
asgerts quite correctly that the British constitution is
partly written and partly unwritten, and that this descrip-
tion applies to all of them, The points of difference are
thus stated : (1) It is more largely unwritten than the
others ; (2) what is written is scattered through different
acts instead of being contained in a single instrument ;
and (3) the revolutions which have attended its formation
have not been so violent as in the cases of the others.
His opinion that the present British Constitution did not
exist before 1832 is singularly absurd, for it implies that
there was about that time some changes so marked as to
muke the constitution virtually new. It is worth while
comparing that view with the one adopted by Hallam
when he closed his history of the constitution with the
same epoch because there has not been any substantial
change in it since. The one position is just as correct as
the other. The truth is that the British Constitution has
always been undergoing change, somctimes more rapidly
than others, and at no period, not even in the time of the
Conquest or the Revolution, was change cataclysmic.

It would take up too much space to deal with this
voluminous work in the way of detailed analysis. All
that is called for is to note the general character of the
work, and the general treatment of the subject, The
illustrations given will suffice to make plain that the

writer, however he may class himself, does not really

belong to the historical or inductive school. His work
would have been better done if he had caught more of the
spirit of John Morley or Sir Henry Maine. Nevertheless
it is on the whole a valuable contribution to the literature
of Political Science, which is far from baving too many
treatises of any useful kind in the Knglish langnayge.

SUMMER AFTERNOON.

Frondosa reducitur wstas, - Virg, : Geory, TLL, 296.

THE leaves are green : just o’er the trees

Heaven’s purest, rarest blue is seen,

While murmurs soft the scentod breeze,
“The leaves are green.”

Fairer the earth hath never heen,
Nor fraught with sweeter mysteries
Of light and life and love, | ween.

Here, as T lie and dream at ease,
Comes subtle joy, ecstatic, keen :
For wme, for happy birds and bees,
The leaves are green.
W. P. DoLe.

PARIS LETTER.

"MHE Monarchists are slating the Bishop of Grenoble,

Monseigneur Fava, for going over, arms and baggage,
to the present régime, and bringing his clergy and their
flocks with him, Cardinal Lavigerie took some time to
accept conversion to the Third Republic, but the Bishop of
Grenoble changed as rapidly as Paul on the road to
Damascus.  After all the vitesse of a conversion, in these
electric days, cannot be scaled like a galloping horse, a
locomotive, or a flying bird. The Bishop aims to found a
¢ Catholic party ” in the bosom of the Republic ; it is that
Trojan horse which inspires the republicans with suspicion ;
they want neither a Catholic, a Protestant, Israelitish nor
Atheistical party—only all republicans,

It is to be hoped that M. Mercier, of the Government
of Quebec, has succeeded in obtaining a loan for his Cana-
dian Province from once Mother France. He has avowed
that his fellow-countrymen were sympathetically French,
but concretely attached to England and loyal British sub-
jects—a state of things not desirable to change. M. Mer-
cier wag treated to s trip to the monastery of Bellefon-
taine, in the department of the Maine-et-Loire, which is
the parent house of the Trappist monastery, established a
few years ago at Oka, some twenty-five miles from Mon-
treal. There are twenty-one Trappist or Benedictine
monasteries in France ; that at Bellefontaine attests that
the Trappists do not confine their conversation to the single
phrase : “ Brother, it is necessary to die,” or that they pass
their time in prayer and digging their own graves, On
the contrary, they are gay, abreast of current events, are
scientific agriculturists ; cultivate a model farm of 300
acres ; are free traders, vegetarians and water drinkers,
though cider is allowed. A cousin of M. Jules Ferry is
the abbot of Bellefontaine ; another monk is tha president
and advigser of the local Farmers’ Club, while a third is a
photographer. There is an hotel department attached to
the abbey, where everything can be had, save meat, for
three and a-half francs per day—restoration of health
included. Materialists even can board, lodge, and enjoy
the beautiful country. They will never be asked to pray,
nor be inundated with tracts, and they can return, after
their rest, to society, and vote for the separation of Church
from State if they please.

The undertakers are on strike in Paris, and the scaven-
gers in Bordeaux ; motives : underpay and overwork, If
the former be conceded their demands, they would look so
gay as to be utterly unsuitable for modern mortuary duty.
Only the ancient Thracians indulged in mirth at funerals,
The whalebone artisans of the capital have struck ; cause :
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the same old story. The Municipal Council has voted

them 5,000 francs out of the taxes ; why they should b
more petted than the funeralites, is a mystery. In Bs'g
case, it must be gall and wormwood to employers t0 i
their taxes appropriated to support their dissident h&“t .
The labour upheaval is, for the moment, narrowing t o
issue of the formation of syudicates on the side of Wat.go
earners, and resistance to that unioning on the par the
employers. The Revolution of 1789, in abolishing Lin
trade corporations and their tyrannies, did well ; buh"s
prohibiting the right of association to workmen, the,fﬂlt -
leagued the existing labour anarchy. The tom-tit egu
lation of various Parliaments is doubtless benevolent th-
for practical eflicacy about on a par with pills to laY_eM
quakes. In the case of France her curse lies 10 s,
childish dependence of the people on the public P°wete
and not manfully on themselves. A law ought to b v?qho
declaring that any member of the sovereign people. o
would demand cruiches from the State would be deprivé™
say, of his caf¢ au lait for a twelvemonth, and to dor
ineligible for the Legion of Honour—aye, too, for the or
of Mérite Agricole—for ever.

There are people who dispute the birth-p
nard Palissy, as did others that of Columbn
The citizens of Villeneuve-Sur-Lot, in the de
Lot-et-Larrone, have just inaugurated a bronz
the famous discoverer of artistic enamel, andso
matter for themselves. If Palissy did not de
honoured for his talent, he did at least for his 8
science and terrible sufferings. He died in a c@ .
Bastille in 1590, aged 80, from misery and ill-treatm !
on account of his Huguenot opinions. * He was Str;?grre
by vermin and hunger,” wrote a contemporary, * ge
de 'Estoille. The governor, Bussi, had the corpse drag
to the ramparts and thrown to his dogs—the deceasec
said, being only a dog. O lempora, O mores ! 4 the

Lord Salisbury recently observed that Morocco wa his
western edition of the eastern question ; the 'ﬂug‘otond
Shercefian majesty is “ red,” The Paris anarchists fl"w're'
to place themselves under that drapeau for the uca is
Will the flag cover the goods? What a pity l’”",'/
opposed to the right of search. *
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ou ; . or
week that *“ Shining Light” was the writer of 8 lott Lter

. . ; le
me upon the subject of School Closings. Asint atenlﬂ“
she expressed a wish to get my head into a conve

o . . jtatiod
position against the wall and pound it, I have no hf’i‘;:ilﬂ
r as '

al
PERHAPS [ should have explained more cloarly 18

in saying that I thought it prudent to refe ondly &
posgible to the matter, and that little in as f:‘;;‘; Lhing

manner as consistent with journalistic dignity. s 8y
I will say—it was a veal letter, Other journas sor”
fabricate lotters from ¢ E Pluribus Unum ” or * 6P

or “ A Well-Wisher,” or ¢ Veritas” or *“Justitid "y
WEEK at least never descends to such impertinences: only
letter in question was very ably written, .:md t,hfi_ only
reagon I did not embody it in my column I8 that den“,
have a column, you must remember, and if correﬂpon.lliant
letters are to be included, what will become of the bnendﬂ’
sarcasm and lively wit and pungent satire and "7 g
pathos and sterling sentiment of the—ah-—— Rﬂmb]e':ve ol
this sort of thing goes on, the editor will have tougs‘lir/o
more room, for here is another letter beginning ‘lu ding
—Madam,” dealing with Ladies’ Colleges and co“(iv thi#
“ Yours gratefully and fraternally, Alumni.” N0 1;13 08
writer-—Alumnus let us call him, and not Alunmlf’e 1to-
the astonishing assertion that I evidently disappro¥® " e
gether of the teaching in Ladies’ Schools, preferflngl]e is
College system as understood in Canada, for Whi¢ Each
interested and gratefu). Alumnus is quite wrong: or of
little system has its day, and each contains the gt,hﬁt‘ of
unmixed and great good within itself as well a8 fomal®
unmixed evil. I have observed a great many largé [ hesi.
Colleges, both as to working and as to results, a0 dbsif"d
tate to say that they either are very much more to b® o
than the old-fashioned Ladies’ School, or a long w8y ¢ theif
Their aims are identical, perhaps, but they go # Olb olleg?
work in totally different ways. And while the or 086"
presents other attractions which prove very strong == ing
half the world, the School still holds its own ; if B0 s the
taken into greater favour again in these latter day: thab
at first seems the case. There can be little dou®’ o
the best school for a gentlewoman is that kept by 88 ; who
woman, as, convergely, we know it is well that b"{; 1o 18
hope to be gentlemen should be taught by oné ombe
already a gentleman himself. But you may reu;s ghet
that somebody’s definition of a certain great man Wen Jan
he was a gentleman and a scholar, master of seVent’eelecg 8
guages and a good judge of whiskey, so when you :hink of
noted tutor or coach for your boy you have got t0 goo‘l
something beside the string of letters to his name. ity *
scholar may not be—I blush to say it—of n?ceﬂ ven
gentleman, any more than every sharp, industrio¥ . indi’
kindly schoolmistress is a lady.  In the School, t1° " g
vidual is everything. In the College, numbers 87° ™ [
In the one the influence of the head is strongly fe :ustes'
the other, the influence of the members pred"fmel. the
Those who have to make a choice, shoauld cons! m the
character of the child about to be sent forth fl'DS(:bo"l
home, as to whether the peculiar advantages of the s
may predominate over those of the College or vice %eo]lese"

As for the Closing Exercises at some of our

; duo¥
there is always a lot of pretty talk abott Higher E




