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Wireless tulegraphy in a novel form
is the newust idea in inessage-flashing.
Rays of light ave the means employed
The iden ix based on the diseovery ma-
de by Prof. H. Hertz that light rays
of smaller wave-length, particularly
ultra-violel rays, are able to start an
electrical discharge. Working on this
idea with a view to inventing a sys-
tem of telegraphy that would make
communication possible between two
points withoat theaid of wices, a promi-
nent eletrical scientist of London be-
gan experimenting, and soon found
that by drawing ont the spherieal
electrodes of an induction coil until a
spark no longer appeared between
them, and then throwing the rays of
ultra-violet light on the space where
the spark appears, a discharge of
sparkx immediately resulted. The cau-
se of this, as of wany more light ef-
fects that have béen produced of re-
cent years, has yet to be discovered
The practical use to which the discov-
crer proposes to apply this means of
starting a spark discharge is to tele-
graph to lighthouses, ships, or under
any circuinstances where wireless te-
legraphy is needed or where system
cannot be used-
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THE FIRST TYPEWRITER

-

‘The first typewriter ever invented
was made in Norwich Conn,, being in-
vented by a machinist of the name
of Thurber. The vaised letters and
engraving was done by George H.
Martin, an expert penmam and en-
graver, is still living. The machine
was constructed over thirty yearsago
and met with little encovragement
from the scientists of those days. The
idea.was laughed at.

The machine did its work well, al-
though in a slow way, as compared
with improved modern machines. The
“Thurber writer was set in a small

type worked with keyboard. The ma-
chine was tuken to various States and
exhibited, when inventors, seeing the
idea, set themsclves to work, and the
resalt is the modern typewriting wma-
chine, withall its multitudinou. varia-
Lions,

NOTATIUN

Notation is the process of expres-
sing numbers by letters or figures.
The two principal forms of notation
are the Roman consisting of seven
letters and the Arabian containing ten
figure:. The latter now prevail
throughout the ecivilized world. On
account af its containing ten figures
it is sometimes known as the denary
systenn of notation. Were cur  system
to contain 11 or 12 figures, it would
be known as Undenary or Duodenary
vespectively. jTn the same way we
could have had systems containing
any number of figures whether un-
der or over ten ;but, as at present
constituted, the system is found in
every way satisfactory. All the figu-
res used have a simple and a local
value with the exception of zero,
which has no value whatever of itself
It is used only to indicate tho absence
of valuc as the position it occupies.
The zero in arithmetic holds a posi-
tion somewhat analagous to that of
the methematical point, which latter
has position bué no magnitude. When
a figure stands alone or occupics the
first or unit position, it indicatos its
simple value. In the second or lens po-
sition it iy tenfold what it was in the
first position, and so on. Each step to
the left its value is increased ten ti-
mes.

BRIEFLETS

An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound eof cure. Incorporate the Bar-
bers of the Province and they will
carry out in a systematie and effective

promuigated by the Provincial Board
of Health,

Some of ihe Liberal professions are
being overcrowded. Why not create
others 2 We have Dentists, Oculists,
Aurists and  Chiropodists. Why not
have Hivsutists and Pellists ? :

iducating one another is only ano-
ther way of helping one another ;
and helping, one another, is the
most eloguent way in which to “ Love
one another. ”

NOT IS
Wireless telegraphy s ihe latest
desiderabom.

The first newspaper cver pablished
was founded in 911. It was a Chi-
neese publication aad known as Kiug-
Pan.

The Telegraphic Lypewriter recen-
tly invented by a M. Stelges is a tele-
graphic rvecorder. It is expeeted to
~upercede the telephone as far n. pri-
vate housc Lo heuse calls are conce-
tned.

Seventy percent of Quebec children
go to school. Ontario cannot secure
an gbtendance of 57 per cent.

The length of the world’s telegra-
ph system in 1897 was 4, 908, 823
miles, of which mmore than half was
in Awe ien.

The total mumber of newspapers
published in the world at, present is
estimale at about 50,000, distributed
as follows : United-States and Canada,
21,500 ; Buropean Countries 24,300 ;
Asia, 3000 ; Australia, 800, and all
other countries about 1000.

There are ahout 150 Land surve-
yors in the Province of Quebeec.




