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. mense populatlon' | Pnor to the last century Russw. exer-
cised but little “influence on- European aﬂims. But tbe
’gemus and the: wonderful energy of Peter the Great, who

flourished in his strength about 150 years smce, evolved a
sngnal change in the condition of his realm, and W1th *his’
reign came a new era. Every school-boy is, famllmr 'vgth :
his going over to England,and workmgas a shnp carpenter,
in one of the dockyards there, with the view' ‘of commene-

inga ﬂeet, and thus open and ptepare the way for hls -
c_ountry to take its place as ome of the 'comina'nding' nat
tions. - His genius saw what was required to make Rus-

sia a first-rate power — yes, more in Europe than any of
the -present first-rate powers. His territory. was then:‘
hemmed in on the south by Poland and Turkey. - He felt
the disadvantage of his northern posmon, and he saw that
contact with the waters of the Euxine and the'Meditei'-
ranean was requisite to the eonsumm‘atioli of his desire.

He died, but his ideas of Russian greatness lived: Visions
of ambition have always occupied his;succe'ssors in the
empire. *And in these visions Constantinople was still

prominent — Constantmople, key of Europe and Asia,

the 'depot of the commercial treasures of the east, the seat

of ancient empire. It was seen as the future capital of a
great and over-shadowing Russia. - These" ideas of ag-

grandisement have been the ammatmg life of. every sue-

ceeding emperor. ‘ '
These awe the ideas which have brought the calam1-
* Intellectual life [in Russnail—even physxcal life —can be allowed to
exist only so far as they assimilate themselves to support the control exér-
cised by Czarism. * *» * Every class feels the debasement —
feels that by Nicholas all vitality, all individuality, except his own, are
absorbed or anmihiliated, Nearly seventy millions of human beings are,

after all, mere chattels, living only for 'him and through his imperial con-
cesslon.—-Guromkz Russia as it is, p. 66, :



