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HE recent heavy mins arve said (o have caused severe loss
T to brickmakers in Toronto and its vicinity, A very large
propottion of the bricks intended for burning in the sccond and
largest kilns of the season were dissolved into a shapeless mass,
and in consequence bricks this scason at least are likely to be
at a premium,

e

HE Canadian customs authoritics are at present very

. much exercised in attempting to prevent the importation
of an alleged scandalous American newspaper.  Might we be
allowed to sugyest that a matter of greater importance awaits
their attention, viz, the method by which the American architect
of several large buildings now in course of construction in
Canada succeeds in getting his plans for the same into the
Dominion without paying duty thereon.  The protection
which is supposed 1o he afforded Canadian architects by the
tariff will be of no henefit whatever until sleps are taken to
prevent the wholesale smuggling which for several years past
‘has been carried on under the noses of the customs officers.

OMINION Govermment engincers recently visited Mon-

treal and examined the plans, etc, in connection with the
proposed scheme far the improvement of the harbor. Their
report, which has just been presented to the Minister of Public
Works, states that owing to the variable effects of the ice Aow—
being seldom alike for two consecutive seasons—care should be
taken not to rely npon uncertain theories. 1t is recommended

that careful study should be made of the valuable information
obtained under the dircction of the Montrex! Flood Commission
of 1886, and of the action of the ice in the harbor in connection
with any projected work of improvement in the upper part of the
harbor of Montreal before the Government could be advised to
sanction unconditionally the construction of any such work.

E have scveral times called attention to the fact (hat the
building  by-law of the city of Hamilton as a
dead-letier. It provides that withh certain defined areas no
materials other than iron, stone or brick shall enter into the
construction of new buildings or additions o existing structures.
Also, that the plans must be submitted to and have the approval
of the Building Inspector, on whose permit alone the construc-
tion of the building may be andertaken. A few days ago a
citizen summoned a ncighbor before the courts for having vie-
tated the law, when the judge’s enquiries elicited the information
that although the by-law hiad been in existence four yenrs, a
Building  Inspector had wever been appointed, and in the
D of the ry y for putting it into operation.
structures of every characier suited 10 the tastes of the owners
had been going up within the fire limits.  Probably as the re-
sult of this exposure of the condition of affairs, we are pleased to
observe that the city council have appointed a Building Inspect-
ar in the person of Mr. Peter Balfour.  Under his direction let
us hope, a correct record will be kept of the number, char-
acter, location and cost of every structure hereafter erected in
the city. It is also 1o be hoped that the construction of no
building will be allowed to commence until the plans thereol
shall have been approved and a permit granted by the Building
Inspector.

owners in these closing years of the nineteenth century are
still subject under certain circumstances Lo provisions of British
laws whose enactment is said to date back to the reign of Queen
Elizabeth,  Such is however the fact, absurd though it may
appear.  Under one of these old statutes an action was recently
brought in the Toronto Courts by the manager of an incorpor-
ated company 1o prevent a neighboring firm from increasing the
height of their huiklings, on the ground that thenr doing so would
interfere with the side-fight which the plaintifis had enjoycd for
a perinl apwitrds of twenty years.  The plaintiffs claimed to be
entitled undier the statute in question, to a sky-line at an angle
of 45 degrees from their lowest side-light sill. - Notwithstanding
that the building the height of which it was proposed o increase
was sepatated (rom them by an open space o feet in width, and
would in reality have no appreciable effect upon their side-light,
they absolutely refused to accept any offers of remuncration for
their alleged deprivation, and the defendants were obliged 1o
alter their building in such a way as to comply with the require-
ments of the stute,  Another case to which our attention has
been directed is that of & firm who are prevented from building
upon the rear portion of their property because the windows of
buildings on land adjoining have overlooked and reccived light
from this vacant space for a period of twenty years. An Act
recently passed by the Ontario Legislature will for the future

I’l' is, we belicve, not generally known that Canadian property




