
A long the Peace River

AVING always supposed that
Edmonton, Alberta, was the
farthest north of agriculture, it
xvas to me rather singular to

-od roi i00 to 400 miles north of
IXdimonton, a countrv of about 125,000,000

U-'cS whc eylkely is as livable and
:i!* llable as the average of Saskatchewan

!()%ver Alberta. The end seems rather
;adto foresee; but incidentally the fron-
~c s certainly passing at a tremendous

pace not only we'st but north. W'e xvcnt
uocrthl, clown the noble valley of the Peace

kiefor 350 miles by steamnboat, and at
:ecild of that journey I saw the best wlieat

;;ind, oats I rememnber to have seen in mv
)ic. At Fort Vermillon wve were in lati-

~i58 degrees 3o minutes, and at the
\Ycrîuilion Chutes, wvhere the trernendous

Ascads of the Peace River make the on1l'
Ibreack in navigation for many hundreds of

Iiione is somne sixty miles stili farther
i'rdthe wilderness. Yet in this coun-

Sl late August the flowers were blooi-
*I bigh tlv,-old-fash ionied flowcrs, miari-
ds, hiolbocks, sweet peas, ail the sorts

W folk at home used to raise; and if therc
ie ay difference bctween soil and cli-

~.liere and that of Western Canada
ithe Western States, it could flot bc
'iat lcast ini the surner 'time. Tie

zz;tal hiours of sunlight are very long. In
\-c vars no frost hias interfered with xvheat

;i that region. The climate at Fort Ver-
£Mlo iS flot so severe as at Montreal, and

migcan be clone on a scale unknowil
~rîdQuebcc. After ail, everything is

Iconfess tliat I was ignorant also of the
- and dignity of the Peace River itself.

fflzPlces it is ncarly haîf a mile widc, and
r r*,ies a great volume of water. The val-
:ý-- here we saw it is deep and narrow,
t1 tie bluffs back of Peace River Land-
* rare about 8oo feet highi. At this level,

,;.!)Il1ands run back, broken witli poplar
tiu.iber. Tflese are the farming lands pro-
ilrr, the bottom, of the valley hcing prac-

7-:lIly* ail occupicd by- the stony beaches of
V. I

the river itself, whose batiks for a great
Part Of its Course are steel) and pi)cturesque.

The Peace River is ver)' swvift, and the
350 miles downstreamn to Fort Vermilion
are casilv negotiated. Gctting back up-
stream, howxver, is a different matter, and
Our entire trip to Vermilion and back took
us a littie over a wxTek. As a sporting ex-
pedition it certainly wvas a curious ex-
perience. We liad been toI(I lw our host,
Hon. James K. Cornwall, M.P.P. for the
iPeace River District of Alberta, that xve
werc now in olne of the g'reatest graille couni-
tries of the nortlh, whicthier for moose or
black bears, and( we soon were to have proof
of this.

Ini our first afternoon out fromn the Land-
ing I hecard shiouts and hutringiiý, on the (teck
ahove, and soon the popping of rifles.
''WhaCis up ?" 1 asked the cap)ttin 'of the
steamier.

"Ohi, just a her"lie ad. "Lots of
themii ail along licre. Enigincrr kilicd one
vcsterday, just above the Lil adiiig. Got his
blide (10lon low' ile hlartdy, 1mmcld to
sec thec resuit of tlhis particular hrar chase.
'l'lie bear w.as more thian a quarter of a mile

aw'av, runing up the stecp, hrokcîî country,
and(lo on0 01e it lmi.

lui tlie suinmer-time fiiesr hears coi
down to tie river to fecd out the saskatoons
atnd red xwillow berrnes, xx'Jich are vspccially
Rblindan t on the la rge isltnds in t tic river.
\Xlieli ppaiiigoIIC of dîlesc islnds it is
the ctistom o f the stcainhlt)O iici eo b how
thle xviiistie, aHld t heu ''pot' t ie hea rs as
1they swîmli out. 'l'tîîs docsii't sou mid a very
sportv proposition, blut as acfiuatlv 'ySeen] i
c(rtaililly iS C111*riOI1%, uersiug

N\'e djrcwý two or thr-e îiaîîiids biank,
alttioiil ofiCe in a xliea shlort toot On
,t xvii istie woil d cailecv>< artetion
to a bear 1î.u un i g o ff np t tic diîstan t 1liffs.
'l'ie pitlot, J. . St owau , a i hee is
imiisel f a x'el. keenl ra r h teai uistal -

ly joitied in thec fuisila<Ie w~hîict fol Ioxvd
til sighiitng of a <istant bear. \Ve raui
sixty or sevety testitet'lfg n
started onîrý tel, bajrs ! r.Cor,îwal I saidl


