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Hlon. T. W. Finlay, Minister of~iifti~for >Alberta.' fe
naturally would flot, hazard a guess *t.,;Mberta's average yield,
but of certain districi,:, he %ýas eathusiastid.,

"Throughout ec provinceý' te' said, "the crop s are
good. Away up forth a littie while ago, 1 saw a splendid crop
'of 2,500 acres. The heads werç very large. -Some of tbe
%wheat I have seen this year is the best I ever saw ini My life.
There certainly hbas been sorne frost damage here and there,
but on the whole, Alberta's crops are excellent."

Un the Wheat Markets..
No new feature has developed in the world's wýheat situa-

tion during the pabt week. The tone of the markets'bas kept
very strong, although just a shade weaker in the last two
days. In the beginning and the Middle of the period' there
were days on whicbh special spurts of advance in prices took
place, owing to the influence on 'market sentiment of tempor-
ary increase of cither export demand or speculative buying of
cash wbeat, or both. But the result of the week's trading in
prices bas been to leave them almost at the saine figures as
they were a week ago, changes being only fractional. The
temper of the market is strong, stubborn in resîsting decline
in price and nervously quick to advance it for the least plaus-
ible reason.

Probably the most noticeable circumstance of the week is
the immense movement of the spring wbeat crop ini North
America. Everything has combined to facilitate a quick and
beavy movemnent; consequently, the receipts at the three large
spring wbeat centres of Minneapolis, Duluth and Winnipeg
have broken aIl previous records. During the week ending
this date tbe number of cars of wheat inspected at Winnipeg
bas been over the 5,oo0, as compared witb something like 5o0
foi tbe corresponding days a year ago. The movement is
now at its heigbt. The railways, even with the increased
facilities tbey have prepared themselves witb, cannot possibly
do better than they are doing, and there is na good reason
wby the grain should be rushed out even so fast as it is going.
Frices HoId Strong..

It is one of the phenomena of the present market situation
that in face of the immense primary movement, markets have
continued strong and prices hold up. This is, no .doubit,
primarily caused by the exhaustion of old stocks in the bands
of everyone dealing in wheat and flour and the necessity of
these dealers taking on at least a little more thau covers the
demand to supply immediate requirements. If, dealers gen-.
erally were to go abead and stock up to anytbing like the ex-
tent usual at this time of year tbe demnand wçpuld be s0 large
that prices would be bound. to acivance furtber in the im4
mediate future, But we expect that trade will- continue con-
servative in view of the comparatively. higb prices actual
wheat is selling at and the financial and buàsiness ýituation >
and instead of stockinZ up.frey dealers will.content them-
selves witb working more on the basis of supplying current
requiremnents than in buying largely *ixý anticipation' of future
mnarket Prospects. There is little likelihood ýof 'the public tak--
inzr hold of speculative- buyilng to such atn exrtent as to ad-
vance prices materially.

The Winnipeg rnxarket has been strong and active during
tbe week, althougb showing a little easiness in the last two
days wbicb is natural. In face of the 'unprecedented move-
ment from 4,he country, there .bas been a large trade ini cash~
wheat at very full prices. What appears to be export demand
bas been very large. Part of this is supposed to be specula,
tive or investment buying of cash wbeat flot y et plac.ed on the
othÈerý side, 'but contracted for shipment to l3uffAlo in readi-
ness for s ale and quick sbipment 'to Europe wben price s
sbould advan.ce'higber.,
Presmnt Movemnent Ca nnot Laut.

The movement of wheat iý at present averaging over 5o0
cars per day. It is being donc under the miost favorable :con-
di.tions, and although there is plenty of wheat back in the
country avaflable for shipm~ent, iit will be pbysically inmpos-
.sible for~ the railways to lceep the movement up to this heigbt
for many more days. Farmers are fairly free sellers;, thaey
are neither pusbing their wheat on the maàrket for unduily
holding it back. The season is early yet, and farmers do not
requixe to hurr-y to seli as their o)bligations..douot miature td
aiiyextent until November. The quality of the wheat main-
tains a high average, and the condition, thanks to so mucli
dry weather, fs 5cfc-Wnýpg 'îiý i '-'fýos o
x Hard, qgc. ; No.' i Nôrthern, 98%'c. ; Nô. ' Nortlfèxh96ý4c.;
No. 3 Nortbern, q5c.-

Last week, Medicine H-at had a three da',hrulé thle
au~spices of thé local Agricultural Society. ,~ Wednesdav,- the
second day of the fiir ,wa 4,publie hoIiO4ay, iii ýa ood
at9endance was one, result. In 'the 'agrýculîurà baIl vere
shown -some spiendid' yegetable exhbiitsý-potatoes weighing
two poeiids each, some enormous cabbage, Wcets, and* sc oia.
Vegetables growp without the atjd of irrigation by Professoi
CampbelI'st fariv4g sys:tra wèr aIý'aýtéfeý -The stock<
exhibits were ajso resnar1kably fine, and gave an illustra-
tiýn_ -f. Èlit Albezta càn di- iià th 'MattÈf- raising horses. .

Winnlpeg insuraàoe "Rates.
~'teThere bas been a good deal of inquir recently amon'
.tebusÎncss men of W,ýNinnijeg regarding tiecuiinrac

ratcs Nhi ýh'was pro m>ige4d arfter the bigh- Pressure plant w4s
completed. Now that the business firms are being caflid
uponý to meet the cost of the plant, there is considerable im-
Patience shown, as there bas been 'up to the 'présent tîmeno
reduction made in the insurance rates. .But the business men
have fouod that iný their 'tax bills this year is a îevy for the
first instalment of the cost of the plant cbarged on the local
improvement basis against the property which secures the in-
creased mneasure of'fire protection. Several tests have been
made of the plant by the city engineer, and the recent mies
have proved quite satisfactory. Nevertbeless there will be no
réduction made in the insurance rates until the underwriters
have completed their test. It is understood that Ithey bave, a
Ipractical engzineer who will supervise this test, whicb will be
made at once. The underwriters state that the citv bas not
yet taken over the plant. and as soon as this bas 'been done
their test of the plant will be made.

CROP MOVEMENT IN PULL SWING.

Yîeld ini Most of the West is Heavv-Railroýadsar
Handiing Things Well.

(From * Monetary Times Staff Member.)
Calgary, September 26th.

The crop càïditions ail along the line are most satisfat-
tory-and that is. a very conservative statement. Someu.tia
concerning the wbvcat fortune of Manitoba appearçd in thelle
columns last week. 0f'Saskatchewan we will Write later. O f
Alberta, in one of whose growing cities tbis is penned, there
is much to say.

Inquiries bereý prove that this province wilI this year
probably make a record for a good crop. The area under
cultivation is growing season after season. A well-informed
banker in town said the other day: III do not think Alet!
crops are very fine; I know." Trhis particular gentleman bas
recently cornpleted two trips tbrougb the regqp, total 'ling
somue 2,300 miles, and, therefore, knows well the, actual con-
ditions.
lIn Four Years.

SIn te country south of Calgary four'years ago no wheat
had bren shipped. In igo5, ta take one, instance, anelevator
was put up .at Claresholm. This year, froin t4at.point, May
corne out shiipments beavier than from any other Point oný tbe
C.P.l{. system. This statement is from a C.R. man in
toucb with ail Western wbeat newq.

Clareshbolm s, flot isolated, cither. There' are at least
baîf a dozen or more sbipping points witbin, say, tirty Miles
of it. Again, at Gratn= some fine wbeat bas been grown,

ago,> they dubbed thi lc Laig eas ti
seme godfo ntlin ad f setonbody. As a mn atterof _tac't, many of the fine grain and wheat samples exbibta

jby the Albierta Government at the Toronto Fair this year,>çome fromGranum, te Padmed, foerl beavnc e

Farmers, Estlmateà Exooeded.
From aill that can lie gatbered, '8 usbels is a fair aver-

age for Al1bèità, but to name an ýaýverik fér. the province can
bc n1ers giiess .work. Thse f armers' oipéir -to be, sàtisfled;
ýand, tkey 4ayvýgod reasons ta bc ýsp. , l1 1 1.ý

' I convration witb a proipinept gTgin trýan , hre, ît, wýs
1çarrned that, for a wonder many of the f arWers' crçp estÎ-
mates have 'beéll' e*celd. "0f tèn," saïid ttiîs 'gentlemnr,
* 't1ie fariner wiéhes- to purchase à rig, sorne rxiachinery'. or
.sometxing plse. Hie tben figures. on. his crpp and -recJofls
bis, yil willýpay for bis.needs, Then ~o m other, want turps
Up 'and be increases bis estîtuate to cover bis desires. . And
so it goes on, with the resuit that disappointment and' débts
aro,ýQmpeti-te lus.,unhappylot. ~Thisý Y-caT, tbj.gs are 'differ-
,ent. , He has not overestspuated his yielçl, and .probî3bI~ le
'has 'not figured on things hiè cannot he.T rsloftheg
,etnirdtions is obviouzs.
'Craain Movement Proooeds, Wil . ' ,' K.

**As-to'th,e crop inovýem~ent, it may~ ber said, en~ th autritY
,o mninmauy~ business~ vistas,, that tjue ailFoadï; gr -Wel

bandllng the. bu~siness. "We do npt know there is a C.P.R.
strike in progress,lî said a 'ba'nker' yeýter4aY, "EveryoiÎe

-k'nows' that inth fc West trains are frequnxtiv Iùte; 'lui the eco:p
,epnnot bc. am>ved as, quicdy- as somiq extremists 'wogIçtike.
It is' an impossibility. Naturally,, a- car .shTtage wilI befçlt
here and tbere, but it must lie renmembered that the crop

,mo-emtýnt is a- bhainess7 whio1'rannot bc comeressed' nto a

A' grain.man ýtold, the 'writer that ie expecte4it would be
eiZÈt' môjths 'býf ors Alberta' crop was conipletely moýved.

-ýn w-Y- it c-a b.,..itl tie 'h tte'>ir ad i ý

ýi g al 'n:iléirýjioýe o hep n vet e "ké C u 'k aP f
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