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FATAL ACCIDENT AT NIAGARA.

Eiîlor à i i.iTARY 'ÀEIl

Si ,-h kiilinig of Pte. 1latton at Niagara Camp shows that
wvariing shotild at once be gîiven to î'îflenieî using the mîodernî rifle
at tar'get practice. '[hoi dangrer is tlîat it may 1)0 takîî for- granted
thix l)tts tlîat are safe for' Sniîder or Martinîi rifles are safe foi- the
îeî, Lee-Eiîfielcl. 'l'lie greater )eiictratioii of the latteî' neods twice
as much earth or whatcver niateria I is use(t to l)rotect the nmarkers.
Soime way of bî'iîîgiîîg these facts to the notice of every rifle associa-
tion and coînmnanding, officer should 1)0 dce'ised. Could vout not
put tup a danger lag of sonie kiîîd iii the coluimais of your papcr ?

\'ours respectluîlly,
JOHN CitOWE.

GueClphl, Sept. 18, 1896.

TH E TRAINING 0F OUR RURAL MILITIA.

1'''tlitr M ILI IAIV (AZIÎTITl

S i it,-It is -,enera.lly admîitted l), mnilitar\ in wli() have visitC(l
our- camps of instructioni that the luresent systin of training ouîî-
rural niilitia is ver'y bad, andl tiat the i:! iays' training wvhich meîn
tiii(lrgo everv two v'ears is to ail inteîîts and p>Ii'poses lîscless. 'l'lie
idea of formi ng caii of inistruction and of keepi ng mcii uii(er
carivass for i 2 (lavs ks iii itself sotin(l, and a grcat (leal coull nîo
(i(ul)t bc acCoiiipiishOIe iii that tinie, ifonly tic ollicerts anîdN..'s
were quahhfed to i î art instructionî to tlcir maen, b)ut, unafortuîîatcly,
such is îot the case, and it con 1(1 îot be othcrwise witli tlîc prescrit
systeni, for' it is iniaiifestly, absurd to suppose5 tlîat an>') officci' or
N.C.t )., eveî if he wc*e origiiiaily qiîalificd to act as snich, c<)nl(
I'clliai Ct't(iCeIît Witlî i2 davNs' trainîing evcîy two )-cars. 'l'lie result
is that camps of inistructioni are îîow iooked uî>oî by thîe great
m1ajorit> of those whio attend theni iîiereiv as a pleasiuît outîng and(
an eas), way of eaî'iîîg a few dollars.

It is iiitich to 1)0 rcgrcuced that the sllcn(i(l materual of whichi
our- rurîal battalioîîs are coîîiposed is net l)ctter uîtilîzcd, and dliat thie

amiount voted by Parliament is îîot more profitably employed.
'lhle question naturally arises as to îvhether the cxisting systemn
cotuld flot he improved. 1 subrnit that it is possible to do so with-
out additional cost to the public. and 1 %vould offer the following~
suggestions whichi may perhaps be deeomcd w~orthy of consideration.
Mly proposai is tliat the rural battalions should bc formed into regi.
ments, four battalions forming one reginient, with a strcngth of six
or eight companics of 168 men each, but withi onIy three officers
per comnpanv: and the tistial r-ompilement of staff officeîs-such
regimients to be trained annually in the following mariner, viz.:
'['lie officers and N. C.O.'s for 24 days and haîf the regiient for 12
days, the men being callcd out 1w sections of conil)anies, thalt is 42
mon at a tirne fromn eachi cornpany, for periods of 1! (Iays each.
'l'lic advantagc of traiimn the oficers and N.C.().'s longer than
tlio mcen is obvions, for it is evi(lent that no0 possible goo(l can resiîlt
froin the camps of inîstruction unless the officers and N .C.O, 's are
conipetelit to inmpart instruction to, tlioir men.

Morcover, witlî a snialler compiflenieîît of oflicers aiîd N.C.i).' s
it would bc far casier to insist that tiec, sliould qualiry theniselves to
act as sticb, and it would also cffect a considerable saving in the
allowances at presciit l)ai( to incomipeteîît otflcers. TIhis savir g
%would niîeet the extra expenditure entailed in haviîîg a larger imni-
b)er of atuached officcrs ini our- permneînt schools.

1 ventuîrc to sav' that îvere tlîis svstcîîî aclopted and properly super-
viscl by, an efficicent staffiof cacrgctic permiîanîent corps officers un(ler
our- ale district coîniîîa iding olicers, the camps of inistructioni
woul soon precscrit a very dlifférent appearance to what thcy do0 at
piC se n t

Caiptain R. C.
St. Jamies' Clubl, NlOltrl-C1, Sept. 22, 1896.

THE GRENADIERS' RECORD.

Ehitor .T < i

Siit,-l îî your last issue, ini the I . R.A. reports, yOu comnint on

the tact that the 48tli stoo(l tirst, adding the ;zow~ski and Shield
figures together. Thlis puzzled nie on scciîîg it, as 1 kncw the
Royal ( ;rcîiadticî's wer cic irst iin the Shield and( third iii tilt ( zowski,
andl, oii lookiiig ftirther, 1 fotîîd )ou liad ci'c(ited us wvitIî 602 iii-

stcad of 702, whidi places tis at the toi) of thec list. 1 %would 1)0

E

EMatches for campers and bicyclists. Maide to
1 >Icight in any \vind. No need to get in a sheltered place for a lighlt.

Sec your kit inicludes themi.
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