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* The North-West Mou nted Police...

(Uv the Special Gommissioner of the Toronto Empire.)

etin imqportance to the Lieutenant-.Go.,ernor-of the -T.rritories
and the Minister of the Interior, ià- the'in'ffuèn-cèëêx'ercis èd on 'thtè Noôrth-
west, cornes the. North-West Mounted Police:; and, indeed, in some
respects the influence, of this organization is -eyen more direct than that
ô[ ther higher functionaries. The force at preýent consists of a thousand
effectives, officers and men, and about. one hundred supernumeraries-
teamsters, guides, etc.; and it would be no easy matter, anywhe *re or under.
any ciréumstance, to bring together a thousand finer or. more soldierly-
looking men than have been enlisted and assembled here for service on
the prairies. Though their legal status is that of civil .police,...they.. par-
take far more of the character and appearance of soldiers than of civil-
ians; their.dress, equipment, drill, discipline, and, in short, everything
about themn is military. .Moreover, they-* regàd themselves and their
officers as soldiers, and they are generally so regarded by thé people.

In their -headquarters, too, at Regina the same general -military ap-
pearance niay be seen in the buildings and in ail the dèt«ail's>ot *their ar-
rangement. Though no attempt has been m-ade to fortify the place or
protect it by bastions, barricades and batteries, it being rightly consider-
ed that it would have a much greater moral effect on the natives to let
th.em feel that the force was strong eiîough for ail practical purposes
without the aid of such defences, nevertheless the appearance of the whole
collection of buildings is rather that of a military barracks than of the
rendezvous of a civic force. Everytbing is kept in apple-l)ic order; rooms
and accoutrements scrupulously dlean, horses. thorighly groomed and
carefully attended, and 'the stables and- every article"about them as neat
and well arranged as could be desired by the most martinet colonel of a
crack cavalry regiment. Commissioner Herchmer and ail the other
officers are very proud of the etliciency of the men, andýwell they may
be'; wbile the men fully reciprocate the feeling, soi that the ut-
most good feeing prevails, and t he esprit de corps is excellent. Major
Cotton, the officer in commarid, kindly arranged matters to let me have
an opportunity of seeing the men go through some evolutions on the
parade ground, and though several of thern were young recruits, the quick-
ness and precision with wvhich the various manoeuvres wvere exectited
would have done no discredit to a company of veterans. They have an
excellent band, too, in which it would be hard to say whether the oficers
or men take the.greater pride; they. play wonderf *ully. well, and often
contribute to the entcrtainment of citizens at Governnient receptions and
on other occasions. Besides the headquartcrs of the force at Regina
there are fine or ten other chief posts, which serve as headquarters for
the various districts into-which the country is divided for police super-
vision; but the men -are comparatively seld.om lodged at these central
points, being generally 'scattered aill over 't he * immense area embraced
within the Territories. As a rule, they much prefer the free, wild life on
the plains, in'spite of its apparent hardships and.discomfort; and, except
when suffering fromi illness, thèy aie séldomn rejoiced to bear the sum-
mo *ns which calîs themn back ta their turn of routine duties in the bar-
racks.

As to their general duties, their namne is legion. It would, in fact,
be impossible to enumerate thern ail in detail. In a general way they
are expected to afford police protection to the settiers and to keep a vig-
ilant watch on the native population; but in these general duties are in-
cluded many that the outside world knows or thinks nothing about. For
instance, they coileet revenue, prevent smuggling of ail kinds, guard
against the stealing of horses, cattie, timber, coal, hay, etc.; recover lost,
stolen or. strayed animais; shoot diseased'animais to prevent the *spread
of contagion; prevent or extinguish prairie tires; arrest and tftke tempor-
ary charge ot lunatics or im-beciles; ferret out and. arrest murderers and
other crimilns-and, in short, act at once as soldiers, police, detectives,
revenué officers, veterinary surgeons and philanthropists for the whole
community. No one will, I think, be willing to assert that these men
are likely to have a very idle time of it if they discharge their duties even
mnoderately well. But I have the strongest reasois for believing that
they discharge them not only rnoderately well, but in the most thorough

-and effective manner; throughout the -whole North-Wcst Territories I
neyer heard a man, whose opinion could be considered of any weight,
who did not speak in the hîghest possible terms of the immense services
.rendered by those men to the community. " lThe Country nèver could
have donc without thema" was a conimon way of winding up an opinicn
on the question of their value, and perhaps it would be impossible to
pronounce a stronger encomium on any body of men or a more conclu-
sive reason for their organization. Sir John Macdonald has devised many
wise, prudent and far-reaching measures for the good of the D.o minion ;
but I do flot think he ever conceîved a happier idea than that of the or-
ganization of the North-WVest Mounted Police.

I have dwelt at considerable Iength on this topic partly bcca-ise of
its vast importance to the North-West, and partly because I have heard

people objec to thé cost of maintaining the corps, without having taken
iàto considération the i'alùè of the services performed and the absolute
niecessit .y of either keeping up the present organization or establishing-an
e qually efficient onè in its stead. In my next letter we shail take leave
of the North-West Capital and get further west into the Te.iritories.

The Massachusetts Rifle Team for England.

(Volunteer Service Gazette.)

It wouid seemn that there is a strorig feeling in Massachusetts that
another international rifle match shouid be inaugurated next ye'ar, and
thàt the American riflernen might get back that championshib at military
team shooting Great Britain now holds, and the. following -letter, appear-
ing in a recent issue of I'orest à- -Stream may be the first chapter in the
story of 'the international rifle match of 1889. Major J. P. Frost writes
as follows to Major-Gen. Dalton:, "lThe gratifying success of -the Mas-
sachuset rifiemen at Creedmoor and Chicago during the. past three
years is -a matter of .record in the army and National Guard from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and the honest, faithful and uniformly-successiul
results of these competitions seemn worthy of a fitting recognition :at the
hands of the citizens of this Commonwealth. I therefore have the hon-
our to request permission *to open officiai correspondence with the Na-
tional Rifle Association of Great Britain and kindred organizations. of
the EngliEh Volunteers, with the view of arranging a seriesof. çonpeti-
tions between the volunteer riflemen of England and the. narksmçn of
the Massachusetts volunteer militia. Should such correspondence îndài-
cate that a Massachù-setts militia teamn would meet *vith welcome,' ' nd
that competitions with the service rifle of each nation be endôrsed'by
the proper authorities, I further ask that permission be given me to, formn
a rifle team, to be composed, so far as practicable, of the me mbers of
the State teams of 1887 and i 888, with the view of visiting Engiand.the
coming July, to participate in the annual meeting of the National Rifle
Association of Great liritain; the expense of such a trip to bé b orne by
pnivate subscription, and I earnestly ask your co-operation and that of
the Inspector-General of rifle practice in the undertaking."

1'o the above the following repiy was received from thé Brigadier-
General: " I heartily approve the request of Major Frost, and believe
that the idea is one which cannot fail to receive the hear'ty endo -rsement
and support of every fiiend of the Massachusetts volunteer militia. The
record of our militia riflemen. is most brilliant, and I believe that the
benefits of suchi a trip would prove of inestimable advantage to our ex-
pert shots. In Major Frost I have the utmost confidence. His weil-
knovn reputation as an experienced riflemnan, his enthusiasmi and. love
of -the reputation of the militia, especially fit hirn for this i1nwrtgnt*un-
dertaking, and I feel confident that every t.ndeavour which human ingen-
uity can devise wiIl be brought forth by hini to sustain:the reputation of
the State." Subsequently the Inspector-General of Rifle Practice writes
as foilows on thig niatter: III should disapprove of any such project as
outlincd, unless thé party making the. excursion is composed of represen-
tatîve men, capable of main'airihfg the record made,-by Massachusetts
in late years. But if a party can be made up, and can go abroad with
the expectation of meeting the volunteers of England on equat terms, I
shouid approve of authorizing the necessary preliminanies. 1 think the
request of Major Frost for permission to open correspondence should be
grianted. This will develop any obstacle in -the way, and determiîne
wvhether the suggested plan can be carried out, with a. fair promise of
maintaining abroad the prestige which our State troops have established
ai. home.-"

In reference to the above correspondence, the New York Arny &?
Navy jounal says : In response to a request addressed to the A. G.
of Massachusetts, Major J. P. Frost, A.I.G.R.P., 2fld *Brig. M. V. M.,
bas been authorized to open officiai correspondence with the N.R.A. of
Great Britain and kindred organizations of the Ehglish 'Volun'tcers, with
a view of arranging a series of competitions between the volunteer rifle-
mnen of England and the marksmen of the Massachusetts volunteer mil.
itia. Should such correspondence indicate that a Massachusetts militia
team would meet with welcome, he is authorised to forma a rifle team, to
be composed, so far as practicable, of the members of the State teams of
1887 and 1888, with the viewv of visiting England the cominàg July to
participate in the annual meeting of the N.R.A. of Great Britain, the ex-
pense of such trip -to be borne by private subscription-the Adjutant-
General writing, *Major J. P. Frost, assistant inspector-general ot rifle
Iractice, .2nd Brigade, is authonised to open correspondence'on the sub-
ject niatter contained within, it being understood that the teamn wvil flot
be formed or any expense incurred without the approval of the Adjutant-
Gcneral's office.' We admire the pluck of the Massachusetts riflemen,
and there is certainly no teamn that can better uphold the honour of the
United States than this team. They have been victors' over the best
tcarns in the United States, both in the Army and the State troops, and
have a rnost enviable record."
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