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astray. A amaill exploratory 1inc-iin IMay be requiÎred to clear
up) a diagnosis in doubtful cases.

'l'ie salient features whichi determine operation are the sud-
deni onset of paunful symptoms, the previous hîstory of gastric
amiment, the localized epigastric and supra pubic tenderness,
along with the abdominal rigidity and changes in the extent of
the liver dullness. To this we miay aidd the progressive frequenicy
of the puise rate.

Perforations Ieading to acuite synlptomis Occur mainly onl
the antmror aspct 44 the stoinlachi whiere thevre is less Chance )f

adhesiosn to neighboring structures. They are most frequent
>owarcls the 1esser curvature and the pylorous. There may be

mre than one perforaion. The ukcer varies in type f rom the
characteristic sinali shawply cut terraced forin, with compara-
tiveIy healthy surroem<lings, t~o the large ragged rent in the
midst of a dhronic indurated perigastritis with edeinatous serosa.

It would appear that as thie ;crid acid stomach contents esca~pe
into the peritoneal çavity thjit the whole serous membrane
rpacts, and a rapid effusion of an alkaýiIe n~ature takes place


