354 AN ADVENTURE IN JAPAN.

pereelain cup, thin as an egg-shell. Eggs variously prepared, a sort of
radish preserved or pickled, fish, raw and cooked, boiled bamboo-roots,
and shell-fish, formed the first course. Tables about a foot high were
then brought,
and placed one
before each
guest, whosquat-
ted on his heels,
if able to do so;
which Euro-
peans seldom
are, at least, for
any considera-
ble length of
time. They ge-
nerally sit on
the mats cross-
legged. The lit-
tle tables on this
. occasion bore
each a huge
X bowl of rice and -
two lacquered
bowls, each con-
taining a differ-
ent soup, the
principal ingre-
dients of which
were eggs,mush-
rooms, vegeta-
bles, rice-cakes
and tiny fish.
Broiled fish was
served also,
chopsticks, of
course, being
used in place
of knives and
forks. Thedin-

PORTRAIT OF M, COLLACHE IN JAPANESE COSTUME ner was enliverk

* ed by singing, the performers being young girls, accompanying them-
selves with odd-looking, long necked guitars of three strings. The



