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LECTURE OF THE MOST REVEREND |

ARCHBISHOP HUGHES.

We ure indebted to the Baltimore American for
the following report of a lecture on the * Condition
of the Churchin the United States,” delivered by
His Grace the Archbishop of New York, at Balti-
more on the 17th ult.; and which was listened to
with profound attention by a numerous audience made
up of the most distinguished citizens of Baltimore.
His Grace introduced his subject by remarking :—

There is no subject which has elicited such varied
.and contradictory speculations as au attempt to un-
derstand the present condition of the Catholic Church
.of the United States. Members of that. Church,
.and members of other denominations, have indulged
in speculations with regard to its members, the
-sources from which they are derived, and its power
.of endurance amid the novel circumstances in which
it finds itself in this free country. (Applause.) And
the circumetances are indeed novel; because from
the beginning of Clristianity until the declaration of
American independence that Church has never found
herself face to face with the civil government of any
country except as its favorite or as its foe.

The Pagan 2mperors of Rome, as you know, op-
posed it with persecution unto death. WWhen Con-
-stantine became a Christian he favored it, and his
successors pretended to favor it with their earthly
patronage, until his descendants degencrated into
petty disputants of the theological questions, and pre-
pared the way for the incoming of those who became
the masters of the fallen empire. They, in their
turn, necessarily, because they were ignorant, though
brave, fell under the instruction of Cliristianity ; and,
4n forming the germ of the present goveraments and
vations: of Europe, in their social capacity, the
Chureh herself was brought in as part and portion of
the governments thus interested, and they as civil
rulers from the beginning professed to protect her.:

“In-later: times,~ whien changes -of. religion came,
whilst she was pettedin Catholic' countries, she ‘was

persecuted in 'Protestant countries; and thus-up to

the present time, for the period to whick T have re-
ferred, she has never found herself face to face with
the country and in rivalship with creeds, in which no
favor was to be shown on one side or the other. And
hence it is that_ this new problem has furnished a
theme for the inquiry of philosophers of every reli-
gion on both sides of the Atlaatic ocean. And when
T Lad the honor of being invited to deliver a lecture
for the benefit of young men who devote their ener-
gies to protect their still younger brethren who may
be exposed to forfeit both their faith and morals un-
Jess protected, surrounded as they are by so many
dangears and temptations, I thought that no subject,
tliough 4 most difficalt one it _is, would be more in
kecping with the spirit of their purpose than in en-
deavoring to glucidate the question to which I have
referred, namely ; the condition and prospects of the
Cathotic Religion in the United Sjates. (Applause.)
. By some it has been supposed (hat the Catholic
Church was making alost incredible progress in the
absence aof all restraints and discouragements placed
upon ber by the Legislatures of the States, and that
her course was onward and prosperous., By others
it has been assumed that the action.of the institutions
of this country was so powerful upon the Catholic
mind that the Church not only made no progress, but
that she was actually retrograding, and in this con-
fusion of ideas T could see but one way in attempling
—and it willonly be an attempt, for the matter is
surrounded with dificullies—to elucidate what I may
{hink now to be the actual condition ot the Catholic
religion here and what are its prospects. In the first
place, the Catholics who are here now are derived
from threc sources. One is, the primitive sloc.k of
the Maryland colony ; the second, is immigration
and the third is an element, which las hardly yet
been brought into the account, but which I think de-
serves to be considered an element in elucidating this
mattep—ihat of the conversion of persons of other
religions. (Applause.) . _
"Fhese aré the three and only sources, and in en-
deavoring to (ollow out my ideas, it will be necessary
for ‘me, in order to use the shortest words, to repeat
fraquently, the terms Catholic and Protestant. T
ou %o understand that in this reference, I waive
all theologjcal and polemical questions, and I consider
for the: present, and for my purpose, these two reli-
glons as simply rival demonstrations in a nable cam-
petition as to which shall render to God the most
lory, and to man the greatest benefits. (Applause.)
{, therefore, one syllable escapes ne calculated to
offend any one of this audience, I beg it to be u.nc'ler-
atood, that Tretract such an expression by amieipa-
tion, even ‘before it is uttered, It _wouh} be' unbe-
coming in me to avail myself of an accasion like the
1 am honored by the presence of many
who are not of the Catholic religion, to say one word,
which could give offence to any one in the least.

Far my purpose, it is .necessavy for me to take
within my view, a period of seventy years; that is to
say, a period between he Declaration of Tndepen-
dence and the formation of the Constitution. Tle
year for that period will be the years 1785, in which
the Very Rev. Father John Carroll, the representa-
tive of Maryland, a Jesuit Priest, was appointed by
the Holy See, and invested with spiritual authority
as the Superior of the clergy ia this country. Until
that time, such authority came through the Vicar
Apostolic of London, and at that period he was ap-
pointed, and lere is a proper starting point for us to
determine this question, because, although there re-
mained for long years enactinents upan many of the
statute books of different States, discouraging Catho-
lics, I shall aot take them into the account, but sball
consider that from 1785 until 1856, the Catlolics of
the United States have stood upon a petfect equality
as to the law with their Protestant fellow-citizens.

Now we must begin by asking who and where
were the Catholics 1n 17557 Archbishop Carroll
speaks of them, and finds that in Maryland there
were between sixleen and twenty thousand. Tn
Pennsylvania there were about eight thousand, ac-
cording to the best aceouwats. A Priest was ap-
pointed for New York in that year by Father Car-
roll, and he veports that he found a comgregation of
two hundred there. Xoxcept the Catholics of Mary-
land, those of Pennsylvania and other States, with
rare exceptions, were all foreigners. Nevertheless,
in those trying days, when Carroll himself had taken
such a patriotie part i vindicating the rights of his
country, and when the Catholics of Maryland were
redeemed from all former prejudices, not only by
their own candor, but by the great and illustrious
name of Carroll and his connection with the work,
it so happened al the same time that in Pennsylvania
of the eight thousand Catholics there, there were
three conspicuous, trusted and honored in the great

worlz of preparing the country for ‘the result which
One of these was

has been so gloriously aitaised. \
Moy!lan, the First Quarler-Master-Geoeral of the
American army ; the second of these was Iitz Sim-
mons,a member of Congress; and the third was
Commadore Johu Barry, the founder of the Ameri-
can nary. _

All these were Catholies, aud, coosidering the
paucity in numbers of the general body, were at
{east quite conspicuous and well qualified to confer
Lionor upon it, and remove any prejudices existing
against it. Now to the Catholics of Maryland,
therc bave been accessions made ever siuce that pe-
riod, and you will find that, although the colony of
Maryland had been founded by Catholics, und ai-
though the first declaration ol religious liberly, ot
the strongest approach to if, was there enunciated,
nevertheless, from the revolution of 168S, they were
disfranchised, and for the period of seventy years
made no progress. Immigration was not permitted,
and severe laws were enacted against them and (io-
vernor Sharp, in 1758, himself a Lrotestant, comput-
ed them at that time as one in thirteen, in the popu-
latiou of the colonies. Imnediately alter the Ame-
rican revolution, however, and perhaps befere, some
of these had gone to Kentucky, acd there they in-
troduced Catholicity. But cxcept the three sources
to which T lave referred, you may ook over the ex-
panse of the whole United States and no history
mentions the existence at that period of any commu-
nity of Catholics in any part thereof. Individuals,
and perhaps solitary fuilies of the Catholic faitl,
might Lave beer found here and there, but these are
the three sources from whick, as Twil{ call them,
the native, hereditary and American Catholics are to
be derived. )

How was it in respect to other "things?  There
were al that time few Catholic churches in the whole
ot the (Tnited States. One was at Dhiladelplia, ove
was at Goshen-hoppen, one was at Conewaga, und I
believe one at Baltimore was about finished, and that
was Saint Peter’s church, Besides this, there was
uo public Catholic church in the State of Maryland.
"There were no Catholic schools or colleges to pre-
pare young men for the ministry, or in fact, Catholic
schools or colleges of any kind. There were no
Catholic hospitals or orphan asyluns. or any instilu-
tions of his character, There were ouly Fatber
Carroll and twenty-four priests ; threc of whow were
incapacitated by age from doing duty. ‘The glorious
missions of the Trench Jesuits among the Indians in
the Eastern States, at the North and -along the
rivers of the West, though limited' to a certain ex-
tent, had passed awey and form nothing iu the ac-
count we are now considering. ‘The accessions of
territory; which have since taken place are not to be

counted in this original, Lereditary Catholic: popula-

tion. Louisiana came in by purchase eighteen years
after the period I speak of, and ber population, thovgh
born on the soil, was small. Florida, which was
brought. into the Union, or at [east acquired as ter-
rilory afterwards, and (hough it had belonged to a
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Catholic government, had a population scarcely!
worth mentioning.  Since that time, the acquisition
of Texas from another Catholic zoverament has been
made, but its population also was sparse, and yet still
{arther, the acquisition of California, which Lad gold,
but few inhabitants has been made. And lastly, New
Mexico has beeu acquired, but all these acquisitions
have been of countries with immense territory, but
comprising within their limits in point of pumbers an
insignificant, original Catholic population. So far, |
thereof, we give an account of the condition of the
Catholic church at the beginning of the period of
seventy years, which in our circumstauces has been
the tirst and most distinguishing period of light, ciril
liberty and universal equality before the law. (Ap-
plause.)

Wilience now, it mdy be asked, has been the in-
crease in the present members of the Catholic peo-
ple? The increase has been {rom immigration, and
T thiok upon that subject very erroneous ideas pre-
vail, both among Catholics and Protestants. T think
that immigration las been vastly overrated, and {rom
an examination of the best authovities within my
reach, both official and scientific on the English and
American side, I bave every reason to believe that
immigration into this country has been much smaller
than has been generally snpposed, though necessarily
large. It has not beea passible for me to procure
correct and accurate accouats of the immigration into
this country, except frota the British empire, but we
can easily understand and conjecture what it would
he {rom the continent of Eurape.

To the {irst place, we know io regard to this immi-
gration, that there is no distinction made, in the au-
thorities upon this subject excepting in oge or {wo
inslances, between the intiabitants of one country and
those of another, so that the immigration from the |
British Bmpire bas been described and considered in |

Tt remained, theretore, for Ireland, as a part of the
British Empire, to furnish Catbolic immigrants, and
you will, perhaps, be surprised, when I mention that
up to the year 1825 the immigration from the British !
“mpire counts but little over 300,000, The statis-
tics from which I derive my information appear to be
exceedingly aceurate, much nrore so than those which
have been presented by the later authorities in this |
country,

In the first place, after the establishinent of peace,
there was very little good-will belween the two
countries ; but, on the other hand, there was a rem-
aant of rancor still remaining upon the one side, and
self-congratnlation upon the other. The immigra-
tion which began, ar at least whiclh was first noted, .
was in 1794, when it was 10,000. Tt goes oa di- |
minishing until the close of the war, but tor four or
five years previous to that time, the immigration was '
so slight that it is scarcely to be taken into the ac-
count. From the close of the war it increased, but
I'still in & moderate degree, up ta the year 1824, when
Iit was found to have been a littie more than 300,000.
¢ Linay mention further, that during this period the .
L greater portion of immigrants from Ireland were not
Catholics but Protestants; that is to say, they were |
Presbyterians from the North of Ireland, who set-
tled some in New Jersey, and in greater aumbers in
Western Pennsylvania.  Many of their descendants
are now found in Western Virginia, in ‘Tennessee, |
and in Ohio. Trom that class of people, therefore, |
the great majority of immigrants came at that period,
uor does the tide of Catholic immigration appear to
have sel in toward this country with any great force
uatil after the close of the Revolutionary war. It
would be tedious and tiresome to go through the dry
details of statistics, and repeat how many came in
this or that year. However, it is enough for me to
say that the immigration from Great Britain and Ire-
land, which up to 1825 was a little over 300,000,
reached in the following twenty-five years 1,453,325,
and since that period from 1850 to 185G Lbere have
arrived at the city of New York alone 1,319,236
immigrants. During this period nine-tenths of the
immigrants to this country landed in New York, and
there is no 2ccount of those landing elsewhere. The
statistics we have then upon this subject would autho-
rise this conclusion, that the immigration from Great
Britain and Treland since 1790 until the present year
hias amounted to'about 3,250,000. ‘ '

Now, if we are called upen to determine to which
eligious party these immugrants belonged—this mat-
ter enters ‘not into the account of the statistics of
immigration—although for the last filteen years per-
‘haps four-fifths of the Irish immigrants were Catho-
lics, still taking the wlole period of time, the pro-

portion would be much greater upon the otber side
—the Protestant side. From the continent of Europe,
from Sweden, Norway, and most of the German

principalitics apd states, nearly all the immigrants
were Protestauts.  Thece were very few Spanish and
E'rench innmigrants,

The object of these remarksis first to impress
upon you a just conceplion of the amount of immi-
gration, aud how far it has contributed to the actost
results of the Catlolic religion, as it now exisls in
this country, and secondly, to meet the objection
which has been urged on both the Catholic and Pro~
teslant side to the effeet that Catholicity wastes awmay
under the full light and liberly of the United States.
It is not long since a nobleman in the House of Par-
liameat proclaimed on the authority of a letter writ-
ten by a Priest of Treland, wlo was opposed to im-
migration, that the ouly way to convert the Irish
would be to remove from them the pretence that
they were persecuted by the State, and to make
{hem equal before the law by sending tham to Ame-
rica, and then indced in a short time they would re-
nounce their religion and become like other seasible
men. (Lavghter.)

"The result of the imwmigration here T think will
satisfy you, that though this has been the case to 2
lamentable degree, it does not in the least prave,
that the Catholic roligion is nct fit asd competent fo
bold her own, no matter how great the light and
liberty may be. T¢ istrue, that hundreds of thousands
of the descendants of the Catholic immigrants have
fallen away (rom their religion. Tt is equally true,
that they have havdly added any thing to any other
denomination of Christians. It is true, that they
bave fallen simply into a state of iodifference, and
alas, sometimes into a state of infidelity.

‘['lis is nat, because they liave examined their ve-
ligion in the light of the age, or in the presence of
equality, Not atall. Calamilies of one kind, and
anotber, the death or ignorance of their parents it
may be, or their remote situation fromn the opportu-

general terms, and we kuow farther that so far as|nities of practicing and learning their religion, ac-
‘Catbolicity.is concerned, neither Wales nor Englaud, | counts sufficiently for the falling away of those, whe
nor Scotland; which contributed much in the earlier |are acknowledged to have beea Jost to the Catholic
slages of immigration to the populetiou of the United | Clurch. Again, though the number of immigrants
States, furnisbed any addition to the Catholic body.{iato this country alone might be equal to the whole

number of the present population, still the slightest
inspection  will satisfy you as to the fallacy of the
reasoning of those who misjudge this question and
will convince you that the imwigration pouring ivto the
country is like water cast into a vessel that i3 leaky,
and that it will not retain any quantity it receives.—

: Aecording lo the laws recoguised in stalistics, the very

commou laws of mortality, immigraats to this soun-
try are dying at the rate of one in three, and (his is
because they are especially exposed fo Lhe accidents
of life, to sickness, lardship of every kiad and toil-
some poverty. 'They are especially exposed to epi-
demics, whether in (he form of the cholera, yellow
fever, or @ny thing else which decimates them and
therefore the common allowance of mortality is not
suflicient (o express (he proportion of the deaths in
their case. .

Now, therefore, if’ it be true that the action o
this age of light and of freedom is detrimental to the
progress, or the existence of the Culholin religion in
the presence of other free denominations, how are we
to account for the progress of the Catholic religion
actually made, according to the statistics published in
this city, in the Catholic Almanae? Tt 1nust be.that
the original Catholic population of Maryland, and
their descendants, bave kept the failh aod propx-
gated it to a great extent, or, besides the living im-
migranis, « ‘vast number have been prescryed, and
bave not fallen away, but inberited the faith of their
foreign-born ancestors, and are perpetvativg it.—
(Applanse.) .

But the other element to which I have referred is
conversion ; and although T am quite satisfied that
the number of converts does not equal one-third of
the descendants of Catholics who have passed away
from the faith, nevertheless, T consider it a’ great
element, essential for explanation of the canditiod of
the Cathole Church at this time. _

We find, by the census of 1850, that there were
then in the United States nineteen millions five hup-
dred and hilty-three thousand and sixty-five white in-
habitants, of whom two millions two hundred and
forty thousand five hundred and thirty-five were of
foreign birth. Now, those of foreign birth  were
made up of afl the nations I have mentioned ; and the -
only two nations which contributed in any consider-
able degree to the augmentation of Catholics were
Treland and Germany ; and in that year, 1850, the,
Trish, according to the census, numbered nine' hun--
dred and fifty thousand in the whole United ~States.
Of this a very tonsiderable portion were Protestants 5
and of the remainder, according to the laws of “mor-
tality, there would be a reduction of one-sixth, up to.
the present time ; so that, by the closest examination,
and arrapging the results according to the best ascer-
tained authority within reach, it follows as an ap-
proximate calculation that at the present day there
are in the United States, say, cleven hundred thou-



