
AN ABLE ADDRESS.
"THE RELATIONS AND DUTIES OF

A TEACHER TO HIMSELF."

DELIVERED BY PROFESSOR P. J LEITCH,
ON JANUARY 24TH, BEFORE THE ASSO
CIATION OF CATROLIC TEACHERS, AT
THE COMMERCIAL ACADEMY, MONTREAL.

Our readers will be pleased te read the
following able sud bigbly instructive
address, delivered by Professor P. J.
Leitc-h cf the Commercial Academy, on
the 24th January instant:_

Honorable Superintendent, Rev. Gen-
tlemen, Ladies and Gentlemen,-Since I
to-night have the honor of addressing
nmy fiellow-teachers and many other gen-
tlemen whn, by their very preeruce on
the occasion of this mreting, manifent
the gea interest they take in the cause
of eéhration, it le but nattnral that I
should select for my eubjet something
iutimately connecad with teaching, and
ther e risnothing more intimtely con-
u cted wih teaching than thé tescher
himsdf. I therefore propose ta trea
te rel4tion which the oar-her hîtdn to
his pupils, to the commurnity er state,
and himpelf as man, in the briefées man
ner tiossible, aiS te do fulîjusicP to the'
subject wnuld r quire volumea. But be
fore touching thie îhrrefld relation it la
necessaary Lhat we should corne te a clear
understanding nf what a teacher is: any
oie who inpoar's knnwledge in regard to
auy, matter-mechanies], scientillc, ar-
tistic, or wha ever it may h, is ecalled by
the pu'mil hie teacher. Wnen, however,
we speak of a body of teachers the word
t acht-r takes a higher meaning; it be
cormes identical with educator. And
what is educatior? It is the harmoni-
eus developuent of all inborn fatculties,
with a view of raiaing the pipil to ibat
nbiliry of character that brightness of

intellect, that firmness of ditermination
as vill not on y bêfi him fi r the ba' le
of life. but enable hm to be a neful
memhr of and.au honr te the common
wealth that claim< him as its own

Il former times it was considered suffi
cient, if the teacher managed to make
his pmupie familiar with the great Rs -
Readiug, Riting and Rihrbretic,-and
when a boy could read Well, write a goei
legible band (which a very bigh educa
tion atd tturn into ilegible), and
knew the multiplication table, the
teacher was considered a faithfni
servant who had conscientious'y
!n.fi led all'hs daties ta his pupil. T- -
day the r'lation bet w-een pupil and
t acher is a higber one. I do net mean
that in developng the mental taculties
et the chld the tia-her bas a more ar-
du-us or a more diffi-cult task in bein
obliged te instrut in eography, gram.
mar, history, natural sciences, and may
be many other things. While it is true
that by inutilling into the youthful mind
of the pupil al the different kinds of
knoledge, hé beeomes a greater bene-
factor O the child than he would be
were he to conflue himself to the tormer
rudimente, still he is now more than ever
a mental trainer; he coniders himself
bonnd ta develop net only the intellect.
it is the whole nature he wanta te bring
te greater perfection, at least put the
child on the path leading to the more
exalted position of ideal manhood. It is
the beart, it le the will, that claim de.
velopment in cbildhood, in youth. The
mere mental culture does net make
people tetter. Those who iay feel in.
clined te contradict this etatement take
t -o uarrow a 'View of vice and crime.
Intelleclual advancement may keep
people from gross so-called low crimes,
since the higher social position in life
opened by learning, as a rile, places a
naturel barrier againat what wo Ild shock
socie-y. and since learning multiplie4 the
niuane Cf earning a livelihood. There
are, h .wever, crimes that revoit just se
much Pgainst divine and social order as
theft, buîrglary, drunkennessand the
whtle category of atrociies naturally
connected with the iiums of low life.
There are refined vices, which in inten-
aity of malice ard prodctiveness of
ahame ai2d mieery are equalto,nay. worse,
than the vices of the uucivilized; hence
the develoment of the inttllec. muet he
ave impanried by a grbwth of moral ean
sitivenees and a solidifying of moral
principles. The firet training of th.-
child's-ea- tbe! ng ta the mother, te
hr she pa.tiLgof moral principles--but
te thé teacher tals thé reponsîble lot oft

1developing and strengthoning thé young
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sprouts of the seed sown by a Christian
mother's loving word sand example.
From the time of dawning resson to thé
verge of young manhood, the boy ia loft,
we may say, the whole day to the teach-
er's care, and hé it is who, to a great ex-
tent, forma the child'm character; hie in.
flence is n ogreat, that we esîly judge
the polite ways of the toacher, if we get
an opportunity of obsei-ving and study-
ing the manners of hie pupile.

This would be all that I consider noces-
ary about the relation of the teacher to

his pupils, did this intinmacy not alio
necessitate s relation of the pupils to the
,eacher.- Being with him every day;
seeing the interest hé takes in their wel
fare, being treated by him kindly and
jastly, they ppreciate and love him,
and thus their mutual relation, I say it
frnm actual experience, goes beyond that
outlined by duty. The teacher becomes
as it were a father to thpm, and frequient-
Iy as they grnw un remaine their aviser,
they make him their confidant in tneir
joye and hopes as- well as In their sorrows
and troubes. Wnen weonce haveunder-
atood the relation between teacher and
pupils, when we have real zed that the
teacher is one of the gestent benefact.ors
of each rising generation, we can readily
det ermine what position to assign him
among the promoters of the sta!-ility,
isafety and hapainess of the nation.
Since the generaI education is the teach
Pr's work we have but to consider the in-
fluience wbich the intellectual and moral
drvel..pment of the masqes bas on the
welfare ot the state, to be convinced tat
hie mission is of etch importance that
there is none more hon rable.

Abstractly speakinu, iL might appear
that general educaton-civiliz ttion-
does not assitman in the pursuit of hap
piness: With civilization our wants in-
cresse, wante which oannot ail be satis
flied, and it is obvions that the more-
wante remain unsttisfied the lower the
degree of happina muet he. I might,
serm that the instilling of Christian prin-
ciplea, the love of G id ud our neighbor,
the ennobling and endearing prospect of
an eternal hapineas. which makes pan
ing troubles appear light, might be suffi
aient, wnile the natural simplicity of life
remained un1iatturhed of modern pro.
eress. I say abstraoily speaking. But sa
the gréat German poet Uce hé says, theo-
ry is al grey in contradistinction to
the living green of nature. We muet
thon take the real statue, the de facto
conditinn of thinge-the world as it is,-
and doing this there is no fear of contra-
diction to the statement :-that a nation
which now neglects thementaland moral
development or instruction of the masses
ia as regarde safety and happiness in a
piiful condition. In the great atrugdle,
of 1-xisteace, where the fittest survive
suce a nation muet perish.

There is no doubt there have been
great nations in which intellectual cul-
tnre was the bon of a few. We admire
the ruine of the works they accomplished
and doubt whether we in out age of ad-
vanced progress could e qual, or, I might
say, duplicate them. But what was the
happiness of the people under such con-
ditions ? They were slaves of the great,
bondîmen under inhuman taikmasters.
They aw luxury without being able
themeelves to enjoy any comfort. The
empires of which they were the down
trodden subjects have crumbled into ob-
livion because the miasses were ignorant.
Wbat was Greece compared to Persia at
the time of Xerxes? A handfulof people
without any great resources. But the
Greeks were an educated nation-the
freemnen alwereintellectualiy developed,
while the masses of the Persians were
ignorant. and therefore, and only there-
fore, did Greece flourish on the ruine of
the oriental empires. It la education
that inspires with love of fatherland.
The intellgent soldier is not even in our
day, where powder and dynamite and
electricity play such a terribly promin-
ont part in warfare, a more piece of me-
chanism. Has not China as good men
of-war, as good torpedo boats, as good
cannons and rifles as the Japanese ? Are
not the armies conducted by men of high
military education ? Why then is the
march of this materiallv small nation
one continual triumph? .Because the
massées e Japan are educated, they fight,
eacb man, wit that spirit of liberty and
aride, whiah is foreign to people kept in
ignorance.

When the masses are deprived of edu-
cation the number of intelligent men
muet necessarily remain limited. It is
oui>' peuple, who either smeelvesthave
enj>yed thé benefits cf goodesolid instrua.
tien, or who are surrounded b>' people

tnat on account of good edncation proS-
per botter than they do themelves,-it
la only such as these that are willing to
make any sacrifice to have their obildren
adance in the learning of the day.

What would become of our manufac.
turing interestu, our trade and commerce,
if the nations surrounding us were our
auperiors in the knowledge of-the arts
and sciences PAnd yet material pros-
perity is Only an insignificant blessing
compared with that enjoyment of life
which le made possible only by education;
the richness of thought, the abundance
of ideas -the noble sentiments. FIenty
of food and a romfortable shelter, that i8
also what the animal wanta. In the
primitive state of nomadic life there
may have been les want of this than in
the civilized state. But wbat else is
such a life but vegetatingi Min is a spiri-
tual being. Does it net almost sound
like profanity to put an enjoyable r eal
on a level with a new, briglit ide&! And
what incentive would there be for the
work of artiste, if the people were left in
a rude etate of thought. Take literature,
Painting, sculpture, out of lifé-and what
remains?

I then the develnpment of the intel-
lectual faulties and the higher senti-
menti in the masses ie necessvay for the
saetsy and the tability of the govern-
ment and the material, mental and
moral proeperity of a country, thoee men
who have no other ambition but te cul-
tivate these faculties and sentiments
rank s"cond te nobody as regarda both
honorable and meritorious service te the
natiin.

For a tasit of such paramount import-
ance as we have seen it te be, net every
person l qualified. While some teachers
eucceed, others fail-fail to the almost
irreparable d.e'riment of the pupils, and
cinequently an extensive lois te the
comm"nity. Succes, then, depends, to
a great degree, on the person who
teaches. It go.es without saying that a
teacher muet understand wbat he bas te
teach. We make sure of this by sub-
matting a candidate te an examination.
But. the conclusion drawn from the re-
sult of such ex minatiOn. je very often
erroneous. To shy be passed a num-
ber one examination, therefore, he
is a first-class teacher. je a wrong syllo-
gism; facts prove it. The clams of teach.
ers who hold second grade diplomas
very often show greater progress in gen-
erai dovelopment than those provided
wih firt-class certificates. There ie
more required in a teacher than the
more perfect knowîedge he has of the
branch ho teaches. He muet, in the
frat place, possess the faculty of imparn-
ing hie knowledge ta them; this faculty
we call his vocation. The faculty of in.
atructing muet be born in the pereon,
jniet as well as a talent for musi, sculp-
ture, etc. And if anyone net possessing
this faculty under takesto teacb, ho muet
fail-he i an intruder. Therefore, it je
a pity if teacbere born for teàching, kav.
ing a vocation' resign the profession.

As a rule we will find that people like
ta do, and that they do well, those things
for which they have a natural gift. In
teaching, however, we must bear in mind
the diffioulties of making pupils under-
stand la often great enough te discourage
an ordinary will. It, therefore, rcquires
conscience, a keen sense of the great re.
sponsibility Of the work te brace a man
up ta try and try again witheut losing
patience.

A teacher muet be an ambitions man.
IL is tlie pridet ofthe mechanie-more so
of the artiet-to perfect hie work in such
manner that net only no fault eau be
found with it, but that it will elicit
sincere praise and admiration. The
material th at the teacher works on is the
intellect, the heart and the will of the
pupil. What development wiil they
attain when the teacher's highest ambi.
tien is drawing hie salary? The develop-
ment of the intellect can be accomplish.
ed by teaching. The formation of the
character Of the pupils is not accompliah-
ed by words only, it requires the example
of the teacher. He, therefore, must be a
man of Strong will, of order. just and
charitable, prudent and ciroumspect.
Ho muet be possesed of a thorough
knowledge of human nature so as te
knnw wben te show kindness and when
to be severe.

Teacners possessing these faculties are
te be ciassed amnugît the most estimable
citis -ne : It is to be regretted that many'
who by nature are edtcators step out of
their positions when experience haeoen
hanced their natural fitnes. [n ermer
Limes there was an excusé tor it, bécanse
a talentred, iIever mani could neot be satis-
fled withi auch a palr' 'èaiary aswai

formerly paid. i fact, not knowing how
to makeéendi meet, he could not fulfil
his duties with that cheerfulness, with
that ease of mind, which is absolutely te.
ceseary for mental work. A teacher's
thoughts muet be in his work. Nowadays
aociety-the state,is comumencing to re-
alize the true value of ducation, and we
have reson to hope that in the race for
perfect education Canada shall not be
out-distanced by any nation on earth.
Permit me to use the phrase of an Amer.
iban turfman and say in ais respect,
with all the ardor of seul by which we
should he animated: We will take no
body's dust. In fact, Canada ie already
ahead of the public echools Of France, of
Italy, of the United States and of other
countries, by recognizing religion as the
only and most powerful factor in solid
moral education, that will guard us
against ail the dangers of socitlim,
niîhiliem, anarchy and all the other evils
undermining society, which esnring from
an irreligious system of training.

" My it please Youîr Grace, Rev. Gen.
tlemen. Lidies and Gantlemen, allow rue
in connection wi'n this,and in conclusion,
to repeat a few lines-part of an address
in rhy me, which some time ago I bad
the honor of presenting to one who, in
the same spirit which animatesyou, has
ever most zealouiy labored for the dis-
semination of truly Christian principles
in teaching. I hardly ned mention his
nane. you alrready anticipate it-the
hnored IL. E. Archambalt, Director-
Generai of tue Cathoie S hoole in this
City.

CHRISTIAN EDUOATION.
'Tis by Christian i ducatIon
Thft the spirit, of a nat'n
Wil deveop animation,

And grow strong;
Can there be a batuer t en,
Where the iaw divine laspoken,
Than to soldom see iLt broken

By awrong?
We note a country's waning
By its lack of moral tralning,
Whtl i tscdffrers are disdaining

The true nGd;
Whai's tbe hum-an uow sophistia
With a doctrine atheisetic,
In the m irror of the mysti,

But a clod.
Sure the band of dasolation
Wil impel the subjugation
Of the sordud population,

Who proclal m-
That death 1s n transition,
It but ends our. lowiy mission-
To no higner acquisition

Shoutd we atm.
'Tis thus in history's pages,
Through the curent of the ages,
Lands lu brightest stages

Have declined,
Their inaidens' Ahonor faded,
Their >ons became degraded,,
In depths of vice t-hey waded

And reclined.
The shi p of estate is atable
When'ils moored by heaven's cable,
And the pilo t la thua able

To repose;
But rejécu God's erudItion,
Hunt the pastors fiuom the mission
What a demon ebullition

Will disclose!
Carnage, blond and pinder
Would tear the world asunder.
The hots of Hades could wonder

At the sight,
Fot, anarony and treason
Would usurp the thronue of reason,
And the curse of every season

Would be fight. -

Dread chaos and disorder
Would desecrate each border,
'Till heaven's great Recorder

Would 1-t fat
These plagues of decimation,
That awaken contemplation,
By the marks of devastation

That appaL.
Then-the brow of heaven clearing,
The sun or peace appearing,
Old earth again lis nearing

Her ally ;
For plety and learntng.
The whole world's praiseonceearning,
Her sirit now le yearning

With a sigh.
Oh, man i Whate'er your station,
Bhun the demon agitation
For a gudiesu education

- In your age ;
Promote the queen of science,
Gtve to ber rfies enampiiance,
B8he lis the true reliance

of the sage.
Works recent or Mosaic,
Either lofty or prosaic,
Whether taugIt by priest or taic,

Are sublime.
If she guards them with. ber aegis
'G ainst the warfare Satan wages
To obîcure ber brilliant pages

With bis alime.
True, the Christian educator
)as pitent mediator,
And-the real emanaipator

Of his race;
Hie name shall Hlve in tory,
Be hejavenile or hoary,
And i hie klnmdom of God's.glory

le his place.
Among those present were: Archbishop

Fabre, ion. Gedeon Ouimet, Canôn Bru-
chesi Rev. Fathers Leclerc, Adour, V-r-
reau, Larocque, Lesage audGodin, Dr.
Brennan, Dr. Déereher, U. E. Archamt-
bault,, Dr.; Leprohen, C.- Jlhagnon, F. A.
Buileau, Hon. Joseph Royal, Inupecoar

6Stozio, Inspector - e<vr~é


