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AN ABLE ADDRESS.

“THE RELATIONS AND DUTIES OF
A TEACHER TO HIMSELF.”

DELIVERED BY PROFESSOR P. J LEITCH,
ON JANUARY 24TH, BEFORE THE ASS0
CIATION OF CATHOLIC TEACHERS, AT
THE COMMERCIAL ACADEMY, MONTEKEAL.

Our readers will be pleased to read the
fo'llowipg able and higbly instructive
address, delivered by Professor P. J.
Leitch of the Commercial Academy, on
the 24th Japusry inatant :—

Honcrable Superintendent, Rev. Gen-
tlemen, Ladies and Gentlemen,~Since T
to-night have the honor of addressing
my fellow-teachers and many other gen-
tlemen who, by their very presrnce on
the occssion of thia meeting, manifeat
the great interest they take in the cavse
of edneation, it is hut naturai that I
should select for my subj et sormething
intimately connec.ed with teachirg, and
there is nothing wmore intimutely con-
nected with teaching than the teacher
himarlf. I therefore nropose to traat
tbe relstion which the teacher hotds to
his pupilg, to the community cr state,
and himeell as man, in the hiiefea® man

- mer possible, as to do full justice to the
subject would r guire vclumes, But be
fore touching this ‘hreefuld relation it is
pecessary Lhat we should come to a clear
understanding of what a teacher is : any
one who impar:s knnwiedge in regard to
any matter—mechanical, sciemifie, ar-
tistic, or wha #ver it may be, ia ealled by
the pnnil his teacher. When, however,
we apeak of a body of teachers the word
t acher takes & bigher meaning; it be
comes identiral with educator. And
what is educatior ? It is the harmoni
ous development of all inborp faculties,
with a view of raising the pnpil to that
pobility of character that brightness of
intellect, that firmness of determination
as will nnt ony befi. him fi r the ba'tle
of life. but enrble him to be a nasefnl
member of and an hen: rto the common
wealth that claim« him as its own

Iv former times it was considered snfhi
cient, if the teacher mansged to make
hig pupils familiar with the great R's —
Reading, Riting and Rithmetic,—and
when a boy could read well, write a gnod
legible band (which a very bigh educa
tion had to turn into ilegible), and

knew the mnuitiplication table, the
teacher was coneidered a faithfu!
servant  who had  conscientiouns'y

fu:fi led all bis duties to kis pupil. T -
day the rrlation between pupil and
t acher is & higber one, I do not mean
that io develop'ng the mental taculties
ot the child 1he tea-her has a mora ar-
ducus or & more difiicult task in being
obliged to instruct in geography, gram-
mar, history, natural sciences, and may
be many other things. While it is true
that by instilling into the youthful mind
of the pupil all the different kinds of
knowledge, be hecomes a greater bene-
factor of the child than he would be
were he to confine himself to the tormer
rudimente, still he is now more than ever
& mental trainer; he considers himself
bound to develop not only the intellect.
it is the whole nature he wants to bring
to greater perfection, at lesst put the
chiid on the path leading to the more
exalted position of ideal manhood. Itis
the beart, it is the will, that claim de-
velopment in childhood, in youth, The
mere mental culture does not make
people ketter. Those who may feel in-
clined to contradict this statement take
t o uvarrow a view of viee and grime.
Intellectual advancement may keep
pecple from gross so-called low crimes,
gince the higher social position in life
opened by learning, as arule, places a
natural barrier against what wo 1ld shock
socie'y. and since learning multiplies the
means of earning a livelibond. There
are, h \wever, crimes that revolt just as
much sgainst divine and xocial order as
theft, burglary, drunkenness and the
whuole catggory of atrociiies naturally
conpected with the slums of low life.
There are refined vices, which in inten-
sity of malice ard prodnctiveness of
- shame aud misery are equal to, nay, werss,
thanp the vices of the uvcivilized; hence
the develonment of the intclleo. must he
aco smpanied by a growth of moral sen:
Bitiveness and & solidifying of moral
principles. ' The firet training of the
child’s Lea-: be!' ngs to the mother, to
- ber the plunirg of maral principles-~but
to the teacher fulls the responaible lot of

ldevelopin'g and strengthening the young:
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sprouts of the seed sown by a Christian
mother’s loving words and example.
From the time of dawning reason to the
verge of young manhood, the boy is left,
we may say, the whole day to the teach-
er’s care, and he it is who, to a great ex-
tent, forms the child’s character ; his in-
fluence is o great, that we easily judge
the polite ways of the teacher, if we get
an opportunity of observing and study-
ing the manners of his pupils.

This would be all that I consider neces-
sary about the relatinn of the teacher to
his pupils, did this intimacy not also
necessitate a relation of the pupils to the
«eacher.” Being with him every day;
seeing the interest he takes in their wel
fare, being treated by him kindly and
jostly, they wppreciate and love him,
and tbos their mutual relation, I say it
from actual experience, goes beyond that
outlined by duty, The teacher becomes
as it were a father to them, and freynent-
ly a8 they grow up remains their a.. viser,
they make him their confidant in taeir
joys and hopes as- well as in their sorrows
and troubl s, Wnen we once have under-
stoad the relation between teacher and
pupils, when we have resl zed that the
teacher is one of the greatest benefactors
of each rising generation, we can readily
derermine what ‘position to assign bim
among the promoters of the sta:ility,
rafoly aud hepniness of the pation.
Since the geners! education ia the teach
er’s work we have but to consider the in-
flnence which the intellectual and moral
devel pment of the masses has on the
welfare ot the state, to be convinced that
his mission is of such importance that
there is none more hon: rable,

Abstractly speaking, it might appear
that general education—civiliztiop—
does not assist man in the pursuit of hap
piness : With civilization our wants in-
crease, wants which cannaot all be eatis
fied, and it is obvious that the more
wapnte remain unsatisfied the lower the
degree of happinrse must he, It might.
seem that the 1nstilling of Christian prin-
ciples, the iove of G)d and our neighbor,
the ennobling and endearing prospect of
an eternal happiness, which makes pass
ing tronbles appear light, might be suffi
cient, wiile the natural simplicity of life
remsained undiaturhed of mndern pro-
vrend. I say abstractly specking. But as
the great German poet Gioe he says, theo-
ry is sll grey in contralistinction to
the living green of nature. We must
then take the real status, the de factlo
conditinn of things—the world as it is,—
and doing this there ie no fear of contra-
diction to the statement :~—that a nation
which now negiects the mental and moral
development or instruction of the masses
is ae regards safety and happiness in a
pitiful condition. JXa the great atrug:le,
of 3-xisteuce, where the fittest survive
such & nation must perish.

There is no doubt there have been
great nations in which intellectual cul-
tiire was the boon of a few. We admire
the ruins of the works they accomplished
and donbt whether we in our age of ad-
vanced progress could e qual, or, I might
sny, duplicate them. But what was the
happiness of the people under such con-
ditions ? They were slaves of the great,
bondsmen under inhuman taskmasters.
They saw luxury without being able
themselves to enjoy any comfort. The
empires of which they were the down
trodden subjeots have crumbled into ob-
livion because the masses were ignorant,
What was Greece compared to Parsia at
the time of Xexxes? A handful of people
without any great resources. Buat the
Greeks were an educated nation—the
freemen all were incellectualiy developed,
while the masses of the Persians were
igoorant. and therefore, and only there-
fore, did Greece flourish on the ruins of
the oriental empires. It is education
that inspires with love of fatherland,
The intell gent svldier is not even in our
day, where powder and dynamite and
electricity play such a terribly promin-
ent part in warfare, 8 mere piece of me-
chanism. Has not China as good men
of war, a8 good torpedo boats, as good
cannons and rifles as the Japanese ? Are
not the armies conducted by men of high
wilitary edacation ? Why then is the
march of this materiallv small nation
one continual triumph ? Bucause the
masses of Japan are educated, they fight,
erch man, wita that spirit of liberty and
pride, which is foreign to people kept in
ignorance. .

When the masses are deprived of edu-
cation 'the number of intelligent men
must necessarily remain limited. It is
only people, who either thamselves have:
enjoyed the benefits of good solid instruc-

tion, or who are surrou’nd:ed‘ by “péople

tnat on account of good education pros-

er better than they do themael.vqs,f-it
18 only such as these that are willing to

make any sacrifice to have their children-

advance in the leaming of the day.

What would become of our manufag-
turing interests, onr trade and commerce,
if the nations surrounding us were our
superiors in the knowledge of the axts
and soiences? Aund yet material pros-
perity is only an insignificant blessing
compared with that enjoyment of life
which is made possible only by education;
the richness of thought, the abundance
of ideas—the noble sentiments. Plenty
of food and a comfortable shelter, that is
also what the animal wants, In the
primitive state of nomadic life there
may have been less want of this tban In
the civilized state. But what else is
such & life but vegetating ! Man is a spizi-
tual being, Does it not almoat sound
like profanily to put an enjnyable r eal
on a level with & new, bright :dea! And
what incentive wonld there be for the
work of artiste, if the people were left in
a rude state of thought, Take hterature,
painting, sculptare, out of life—and what
remsins? .

Is then the develnopment of the intel-
lectual faculties and the higher senti-
ments in the masses is n-cersary for tne
safety and the stablity of the govern-
ment and the material, mental and
moral prosperity of a conuntry, those men
who hava no other ambition but to cul-
tivate thesa faculties and sentimenta
rank second to nubody as regards both
honorable and meritorious service to the
pation,

For a task of such paramount import-
ance a8 we have geen it to be, not every
person is qualified. While some teachers
succeed, others fail—fail to the almost
jirreparable de'riment of the pupils, and
consrquently an extensive loss to the
ommupity. Success, then, depends, to
& grest degree, on the persnn who
teaches. It go-8 without saying that s
teacher muat nnderstand what he bas to
teach. We make surs of this by sub-
mutting a candidate to an examination.
But the conclusion drawn from the re-
sult of such examination. is very often
erropeous. To say he pswed a num-
ber one examination, therefore, he
ia & first-class teacher, ia 8 wrong syllo-
giam ; faots prove it. The class of teach-
ers who hold second grade diplomas
very often show greater progress in geu-
eral development than those provided
wirh first-class certificates. There is
more required in a teacher than the
mere perfect knowledge he has of the
branch he teaches. He must, in the
first place, poss-ss the faculty of impars-
ing his knowledge to them ; this faculty
we call his vocation. The faculty of in-
structing must be born in the person,
jnet a8 well as a talent for mueic, sculp-
ture, eto. And if anyone not possessing
this faculty nnder takesto teach, he must
fail—he is an intruder. Therefore, it is
a pity if teachers born for tedching, hav-
ing & vocation’ resign the profession.

As a rule we will find that people like
to do, and that they do well, those things
for which they have a naturalgift. In
tezching, however, we must bear in mind
the difficulties of making pupils under-
gtand is often great enough to discourage
an ordinary will. It, therefore, requires
conscience, a keen sense of the great re-
sponsibility of the work to brace a man
up to try and try again without losing
patience.

A teacher must be an ambitious man.
It is the pride of the mechunic—more so
of the artist—to perfect his work in such
manner that not only no -fault can be
found with it, but that it will elicit
sincere praies and admiration. The
material that the teacher works on is the
intellect, the heart and the will of the
pupil. What development will they
attain when the teacher’s highest ambi-
tion is drawing his salary { The develop-
ment of the intellect can be accomplish-
ed by teaching. The formation of the
character of the pupils i not accomplish-
ed by words only, it requires the example
of the teacher. He, therefore, must bea
men of strong will, of order. just and
charitable, prudent and ecircumspect.
Ho must be posseesed of a thorough
knowledge of human nature eo as to

knnw when to show kindness and when
to be severe.

.Teaconers possessing these faculties are
to be classed amongst the moat estimable
oitiz-ns : It is to be regretted that many
who by nature are educators step out of

their positions when experience has-en-
‘hanced. their natural fitness . In.tormer.

times there was an excuse for it, because
a talented, clever man could not be satis-

1fied ‘with such’ a paltry s'é.‘l.a.r‘y‘fa.s “Wwais
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formerjy paid. . In fact, not knowing how
to make’ends meet, he could not fulfly
his duties with that cheerfalness, with
that ease of mind, which is absolutely ne-
cessary for mental work. A teacher’s
thoughts must be in his work. Nowadays
society—the state,is cormmenciog to re-
alize the trne value of eduocation, and we
have reason ‘o hope that in the race for
perfect education Canada shall not be
out-distanced by any nation on earth,
Permit me to use the phrase of an Amer.
jcan turfrman and say in this respect,
with_all the ardor of soul by which we
should be anima‘ed: We will take mo
body’s dust. In fact, Canada is already
ahead of the public schools of France, of
Italy, of the United States and of other
countries, by recognizing religion as the
only and most powerful factor in eolid
moral edneation, that will guard us
against all the dangers of social'am,
pihilism, anarchy and all the other evils
undermining society, which spring from
an irreligious system of training.

% May it please Yonr Grace, Rov. Gen.
tlemen. Ladies and Geotlemen, allow me
in conpection wirn 1his,and ia conclusion,
to repeat & few lines—part of an address
in rhyme, which some time ago I had
the honor of presenting to one who, in
the same spirit which apimates you, has
ever most zsalously labored for the dis-
semination of traly Christian prinziples
in teaching, [ hardly need mention his
name, you already anticipate it—the
honored U. E. Archambhanlt, Director-
Genera! of tne Catbolic S hools in this
city.

¥ CERISTIAN EDUCATION.

'Tis by Christian « ducation
That the spirit of a natlon
Will deve op animation,
And grow strong;
Can there be a beuter t~ ken,
Where the law divine {8 fpoken,
Than to soldom see it broken
By a wrong?

We note a country’s waplog
By 118 lack of moral training,
While its scuffers are disdaining
'The true God;
‘Whait's the human now sophistio
With a doctrine atheistic,
In the mirror of the mystie,
But a clod.

Sure the hand of desolation
Will impel ithe subjugation
Of the sordid popuiation,
Who proclalm—
That death 18 no transition,
1% bui ends our.towly mission—
To no higher acquisition
Should we alm.

*Tis thus in history's pages,
Through the current of Lhe ages,
Lands In brightest stages
Have declined,
Their maldens’ honor faded,
Thelr rons became degraded, .
In depths of vice they waded
And reclined,

The ship of state is stable
W hen 'Lis moored by heaven’s cable,
And the pilot is thus able

To repose;
But reject. God’s erudition,
Hunt the pastors fiom the mission
What a demon ebuilition

Will disclose!

Carnage, blood and Flunder

Would tear the world asander,

The hosts of Hades could wonder
Al the sight,

Fou' anarchy and treason

Wounld usurp the throne of reason,

And the curse of every season
Would be fight. -

Dread chaos and disorder

Would desecrate each border,

'Ti1] heaven’s great Recorder
‘Would 1+t fall

These plagues of decimation,

That awaken contemplation,

By the marks of devastation
That appal.

Then--the brow of heaven clearing,
The sun of peace Appearing,
Old earth sgain 1s nearing

Her ally ; .
For plety and learning.
The whole world's pralse once earning,
Her spirit now is yearning

With a sigh.

Oh, man ! Whate'’er your station,
Shun the demon agitation
For a gudiess edrcation

In your age;
Promote the queen of sclence,
Give to her rules enmplliance,
She 18 the true reliance

Of the sage.

Works recent or Moszaic,

Either lofty or prosale, :

‘Whether taught by priest or Jate,
Are sublime. :

If she guards them with her aegis

(3ainat the warfare Satan wages

To obreure her brilliant pages
‘With his slime.

True, the Christian edacator

18 g pvent mediator,

And the real emaxucipator
Of hisrace; )

His name shali iive in story,

Be he juvenile or hoary,

And 1he kingdom of God’s glory
1s hls place. - )

Amoug those present were: Archbishop

'Fabre, Hon, Gadeon Quimet, Oanon Bru-

chesi, Rev. Fathers Laclerc, Adour, Ver-
reau; Larocque, Lesaga and- Godin, Dr.
Brennan, Dr. Desrocter; . E. Archam-
bault, Dr. Leprohon, Q.- J, Magaon, F. A. -
Boilean, . Hon. Juseph 'Roysl,  fuspso.or




