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testant Bible, since it is notorious that, not indivi_-
duals merely, but large bodies, disputed the canoni-
¢ity, not of chapters only, but of whole books con-
tained in it, namely, the Second Epistle of St. Peter,
the Second and Third Epistles of St.. John, the

Epistles of “St. Jamés and;of St." Jude, the” Epistle.

to the ;Hebrews, and . the Apocalypse. .The Jast
chapter.of; the Gospel of St, -Markjithe ‘history.of
the bloody ‘sweat, and the consoling angel in the
(Gospel of St. Luke, have been also subjectsof doubt.
On what ground, then, were these books included in
the Protestant canon?  On the traditional authority
of the Church7—a sound rule, doubtless, but not a
Protestant-one. .

Again, before the canon was finally determined,
several books, not now included in it, were by many
in the Church' received as inspired. If they really
were,inspired, it is obvious that neither the Cathalic
nor the Protéstant canon is the Bible, but only a part
of it. How does the Protestant know that they
were not-inspired?. Holy Scripture gives him no in-
formation on this matter ; philosoply is not the guide
Lie goes by ; and miraculous or angelical guidance he
has none. He practically accepts as conclusive the
actharity -of the Clurch, which decided on rejecting
the books in question. It is in vain to say that he is
determined by historic research and literary criticism,
Tf this be all he has to guide him, lie is confess‘etyy in
the very region of doubt: and a probable opinion is
th.e utmost which he would be likely to reach. Now
if we. have bat opinion as to the canon of Scripture,
it is plain that we have but opinion as to a theology
built exclusively on Seripture. Such a statement
would, therefore, undermine the very foundation of
fuith, :

That the researches of merc individuals who be-
ficve that they have the Spirit, allord no sure puid-
auce in this matter, is proved by the contradictory
judgments of Profestants. Thus, the Established
Churcli.of England, ever since the reign of Queen
Tlizabeth, has rejected the Deutero-canonical books ;
vet the Homilies, as set forth in that of Edward V1.,
quole them as Holy Seripture, and ascribe thew to
the Holy Ghost. Luther at one time rejected the
Epistle of St. James, and other parts of the New
Testament :~—the Calvinists, that of St. Jude, and
the Apocalypse. These are matters on which, not
only error, but uncertainty deprives Protestantism of
its very foundations. I the Reformers had no sure
anide on such essential points, what commission could
{liey hare had to revolutionize theology ?

"Tie question of the Deutero-canonical books was
investigated with the utmost care at the Council of
'rent.” Both early and late councils were referred
to in favor of the existing Catholic Canon, together
will the writings of Sts. Cyprian, Chrysostom, Am-
brose, Basil, and other Fathers. The Protestants
liad claimed cerlain of the Fathers as on their side,
I'he Cathalies answered, that when they wrote, the
isatter had not been fully investigated or decided on
by the Church. " The Protestants had asserted t!mt
the books in question had formed no part of the He-
brew Canon. ‘The Catholics maintained that ihey
had been recejved with the utmost reverence by the
Hellenistic Jews, and that the earliest Christian
writers and martyrs, as Barnabas, Clemens Romanus,
Palycarp, and Irenzus, refer to them in the same
manner 25 to other parts of Seripture. They qu.ted
St. Augustine: ® We must not omit those books
which we know to have been wrilten before the
cotiting of Christ, and which are received by the
Church of the Saviour Himself, although they be
not received by the Jews.” Now, assurediy the
Church, notwithstanding her conviction of her own
infallibility, used all those human means for arriving
at the {ruth which God aceords Lo us as a secondary
isstrumentality. Neither did she stand alone in her
judwment. The Last has conflirmed the decision of
the West; and in 1672 a Greek synod, held at Je-
rasalem under the Patriarch Dositheus, acknowledged
as,¢anopical the same books to which the Council of
"Creit had already’ attached that character. Hovw,
they, it'is pessible for the Protestant to feel certain
that the Churchiis wrong, and that the truth is o he
found among those only who could neither agree with

- the Catholics, with the Greeks, with each other, or
consistently wilh themselves?

‘On this subject Protestants have in truth no cer-
certainty ‘except that which resuits from self-will.
Oul of many circumstances which attest this siate-
ment, it will be suficient here to refer to but a few.
How does it happen, then, that this important ques-

- tion being plainly one of learned and critical inves-
tigation, the Protestant who has never examined into
the subject, enjoys an imaginary confidence with re-
ference to i1, at Jeast equat to that of the more leatn-
od Proleslant? Does he go by authority 2 But
authorily is the very principle he repudiates, The
great preponderance of existing ecclesiastical autho-
rity, moréover, is notoriously against him, ~ Historic
arificism is a region which he acknowledges that he
has néver enlered, and into which he is not qualified
1o enter. Yet, his position’ requires that he should
he certain ; and, aceordingly, certain le is.- ‘What
v thie value of' his certainty on other matters, may
be inférréd from his certainty on this. It'is anillu-
sios, conscerated by casual ‘assciations, He will
say, perhaps, that he does not Yecl the “inspiration of
whi('he “calls the Apocrypha, as’ he does that of
Isaiah and the Psalins.” Buit such a test would dis-
parage iagy other books of “the'Old Testament as
well 'as the Deutero-candnical, and would, involve us
rapidly in that'German Neology ‘which-has dealt”'as
rouglity twith'thé  Biblé as with 1lie Cliurch. Once
morg t=—how.can the ‘Protestant be cértain that the
doet] qq‘s.“ to which"he!"objeets, as insufficiently sup-
ported by Scripture; are not confirmed by’ the lost

book referred to.in the OJd Testawent?, ™™
O thie Protéstant Tulé of faith’ we ought ta find in

Holy, Séripture a gudraniee’ likewise for the auiho-

rity of the téxt.” "Our’exisling versions are founded

on a comparison of conflicting manuscripts, whichido-
not claim to be original. OF these, some - have been,
rejected and some accepted ; but, unless assured by
an infallible authority, that in this process. we: have
fallen into no error affesting faith, it seems hard:to-
know hoiv we ‘can arrise with certainty at any, stich-
conclusion.:: This question is oneof the most:imme-;
diate importance. The Unitarians justify their héresy.
on the ground that several of the’ most .important
texts appealed to by Trinitarians are:spurious. They;
urge, that they are as competent judges:on this.mat:’
ter as the Trrinitarian Protestants; since they, too,
accept the Protestant rule of faith, and solicit the.
Dirine a2id in investigating-the Bible.. The more
orthodox Protestants assert that they have sophisti-
cated the Bible in order to countenance their own
pre-vonceptions. Now, a Catholic might well bring
sucha charge against Protestants, saying that.they
had rejected the Deutero-cancnical books, in order
to get rid of such texts as that which affirms that it
is “a good and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead.” DButin the mouth of a Protestant the state-
ment is utterly unmeaning. If the Bibie be our sole
rule of faith, our primary care must be to malke that
rule a sound one, by weeding {rom the Bible ali cor-
ruptions or additions. If, either through error ov
through fraud, the Church of the middle ages was
capable of appending whole Dbooks to the canon,
though not inspired, much more must it have been
capable of introducing spuricus texts intoit. No
one, whether Catholic or Protestant, affirms that the
text of Holy Scripture is perfect. Biblical criticism,
on the principles of the # Bible Protestant,” must be
the highest, if not the only, important part of theo-
logy ; and to veject certain resuits of biblical eriti-
cism wilhout learned investization, hecause they con-
tradict our theologieal opinions, is, to act, not on the-
Protestant rule of faith, but in direct opposition to it.
The orthodox Protestant is right in his conclusions,
when dealing with Unitarians, but only by a happy
inconsistency, and because he bas inherited from the
Catholic Church at once the doctrine af the Trinity,
the authentic text on ihat doctrine, and the Catliclic
interpretation of that text. On the long run, how-
ever, principles carry men along with them whether
willingly or not; and, accordingly, Unitarianism is
the gulf {o which Protestantism ever tends when its
ardor has died out, aud its scepticism only remains.
Again, the Protestant Rule of I'aith would require
a scriptural guarantee, ensuring lidehty in the trans-
lations of the Bible. Ilow is it possible for a Pro-
testant lo feel assured, on scriptural grounds, that he
has not been mis-informed as to the meaning of some
passages respecting which scholars are at variance?
e cannot entertain a confidence based on a general
reliance on the goodness of God ; for the very ques-
Lion at issue is whether the rashness of man has not
discarded the provisions made by the Divine Good-
ness to preserve us from important error. Teast of
all can lic assert the infallibility of bis own individual
teacliers, or of such eriticism as he has himself adopt-
ed at their suggestion. How can he know whether

a particnlar Greek expression is rightly translated
“repent” or © do penance ¥ And yet, if the latter
should be the correct rendering, he has been living
all his life in as overt disobedience 1o the Divine
comnands, as if he Lad never partaken of the Lord’s
Suopper, or frequenied congregational worship. How
many among the unlearned are qualified Lo determine
whether the command of St. Paul be to observe the
 prdinances” taught by him, or the * traditions in
the Catholic sense of the term? Ilow many harve
ever enquired whether another text ought to be ren-
dered, “ search the Scriptures,” or ¢ ye search the
Seriptures?”  Iow many have the means of deter-
mining whether the text which alfirns that no pre-
phecy of Scripture is made by private interpretation
means Lthat each passage is {0 be interpreted by the
Church, not by the private individual, or simply that
it is to be compared with other passages !
(To be continued.)

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Protestant Linerarrty.—Count Fane de Salis,
High Sheriff of the county Armagh, has aiven the Prj-
male the munificeut cantribution of £100 1owards the
completion of tha cathedral, Lvery Catholic must
witness with pleasure and gratification this evidence
of liberality and generosity on the part of a Protestant
gentleman. '

State oF TiprEnany.—At the opening of the Ne-
nagh Quarter Session, Mr. Sergeant Howley made the
following relerence 1o 1he change which™ has taken
place in the conduet of the people of the county Tip-
perary :~—¢I rejoice to say that there is not now'in lLer
Majesty’s dominions a better ordered population, or a
more submissive people {o the laws, than the {nhabi-
tants of the county Tippesary. A blessed change has
taken place ; crime has diminished—as the calendar
before me attests—there being only forty-four cases
for trial, whereas at the January sessions for this divi-
sion of the connty in years gone by, the cases sent up
for the consideration of the grand jury might frequently
be numbered by hundreds. Those on the present
calendar are-alsu of lizht description. 1fere, then, is
a cause of congratulation.’

Tnr Sourers 18 GorT.—A few daysago three sin-
ister-locking chaps, of the swadidling tribe, made their
entrance into Gort, bringing with them a poy, kettle,
chairs, tables, and other moveable articles of furniture,
The trade must be going to the bad in Outerard and

grate and settle down in a quarter where there.js not
asingle pervert, and where their tricks are abhorred
alike by Catholic and Protestanl, who are living to-
gether on the best of terms. If these traffickers on
Teligion‘aliempt ta disturb the social unanimity which
has-hitherto prevailed amongst us they will not ex-
perience- the ‘same ‘impunity here as in the desalate

| wilds of Connemara.— Corresponden! of Gahway Pack-.

el. L
. The weather.in Duablin continues exceedingly severe:

.and inclement, with snow, sleet, and rain, and occa-

sionally a very cold temperature,

Castlekirk, when the evangelists are forced fo mi-

. P; 3. Suvrir.—Wa are.rejoiced to welcome back to
Ireland our. friend, P.:J..Smyth, one of the political

exiles of-?48, His .public services in the Irish Con-|.

federation made him ‘many atlached friends, to whom
‘his return 'will be pleasant:news. And his last labms
in Australia, in assisting the escape’of. Mr..Mitchel,
furnish emple ' evidence tbat he ‘has lost nane of; his
.courage or.enthusiasm in exile. After a short visit to
his family, Mr. Smyth will return to the United States,
_-‘Va’im' R T

- TuE Pouticar: ExiLes.—1t is confidently boasted
‘that one of the most prominent actors in the rebellion
of 48, and who had fled to the land of stripes and stars
before that memorable movement finally exploded in
the widow’s cabbage garden, was recently a visiter in
Liverpool and London. Prior to his flight from lre-
tand, a reward of,'1 believe, £300, was offered-Tor his
apprehension by the Irish Government. A matrimeo-
nial speculation; it is'said, led t6'this bold defiance of
the.home authorities.— Times.. - .

_ StatE OF THE AcHILL Mission.—To every ob-
server visiting the Achill colony, the base and low
craft that has been there practised must appear mani-
fest. On enlering that decayed “establishment, he
sees 2 muster made of the few hall-starved, half-
naked creatures who joined them when their temporal
prospects were much more tempting than they are at
present.” By the ragged appearance of this. ghastly
gronp, an eftort is mude to excite his commiseration,
He is next solicited for the relief of the Des{itule, the
Orphans, the Agricullurel Schools, the Church Indem-
nily Fund, the Aged and Infirm, the Industrial School,
&ec. ; and on his inquiring where these are established
he is assured they are in contemplation,.and that an
effort is being made for bringing them inte operation,
On the following day he is sure to be conductetl ta one
of the few schools on the Mission property ; and every
effort is made among the tenants of the property,
by bribery and landlord intimidation, to induce them
to send their children, at least for that day, to gratify
the eye of the English visitor, Onleaving this school-
house, the teacher is privately instrncted to have
the self-same children conveyed by the nearest
way, unnoticed, to the next school, to be a second
time exhibited before the stranger. This wicked and
diabolical traffic in human sculs is, thanks to an all-
merciful God, almost atan end. This Ican prove
trom that vehicle of slander, the Achill Herald. By
their own exaggerated report in 1849, the numbers at-
tending their schools were 2,000 children. On the
same authority this number was, in 1851, reduced ta
800; and, from a letter which appeared in the lust
Aelll Herald, purporting to have been writter by Mr.
Barker, Rector of Achill, it appears the number is now
reduced to 300 children.-—Cor. of Tablet.

It is siated in a Jetter, in Thursday’s Evening Post,
that of the 138 grand jurors who have served in the
county of Cork for the Jast three years, only four were
Catholics.  Sir Timothy O’Brien, in an able document
laid before the Town Council of Dublin, on Friday
last, proved that in twenty-four counties in Ireland,
the members of the Boards of Superintendence of
Prisans amounted to 266 : and of those 257 were Pro-
testants, and nine Cathiolics—that the subordinates in
those establishments numbered 449, of whom 380
were Protestants, and 62 Catholies!!!

A great lrinmph of genius, perseverance, and ‘pro-
frund knowledge, on the pan of an Insh stadent at
Rome, appears in the Cork papers. We regret we
wmust here only compress the account of it from the
Cork Ezaminer, at the same time averring'that it must
bo one of the most wonderful books ever viewed by a
¢ looket-on ;” for, unless a man, as the preface troly
says, possessed the powers of a mezznfanti, a polyg-
lattist, par ezcellence, he could be, caomparatively, but
a speciator. This is the notice of the book to which
we refer :—One of the most estraorlinary and beawi-
fully-exeented specimens of caligraphy, that, perhaps,
has ever proceeded from the pen, we havejust had an
opportunity of inspecting, It consists of the Lurd’s
Prayer in one hundred and seventy-tico langnages and
characlers, to which have been added 86 alphabets,
the whale in manuseript, which presents the appear-
ance of some of the illuminated works of the laboring
monks of the middle ages, in corsequence of the use
of different eolored inks ir ench page. I has been
cumpiled by Mr. Augustas Henry Keane, of the Propa-
ganda in Rome, with the assislauce of his I=/low-sti-
dents, though the largest, and by no means the share
least creditable, as regards his attainmeuts as a lin-
guist, has been performed by himse!f. This. voung
zentlemin is the son of our respected fellow-citizen,
James Keane, Esq., of Affzhan-honse, and he has,
with exemplary filial piety dedieated his unique book
1o his parents.~ A work, more interesting to the phi-
lologist, or more elegantly finished, it is impossible to
conceive,

Porrticat Agiration Forminpex to Tne CaTionic
Purestroon.—11 there be any foundation for the ru-
mors that have gained circulation and belief, in.quar-
ters likely to be well informed, we are just upon the
cve of one of the most important events that has oc-
curred in Irish politics for mauy years past. It las
been 5o confidently stated, that we have no hesitatjon
in giving publicity to the assenion, that a peremptory
order either has been or will shartly he jssned by the
Holy See, prohibiting the priesthood in Ireland from
taking any active or prominel pait, for the Totnre, in
political malters. There are some who even =0 8o [ar
as to assert that the Arehbishop of Dablin, in his ca-
pacity as Legale, or Apostolic Delegate, has already
received inslinctions to communicaie the wishes or
enmmands of the Holy See, npon this subject, to the
other Irish prelates who will have them only enforced
amongst their subardinate cleray. We have no cer-
tain or authentic information on this sobject, beyond
the fact that the statement is believed by those whose
opinions are of considerable weight. ~ We give the
rumor for whalever it may be worth. The reality
will shortly be ascertained beyond all doubt. e
may remark, however, that a statement appeared in
the Tahlet a few weeks back to the eflect that repre-
sentalions were then being made to the Pope, respect-
ing some alleged proceedings of the ‘clergy, in con-~
nection with the last géneral election. - We have since
heard this interference attributed 1o very eminent
and e.\'all_ed personage. who is in Reme at.present,
and who is known 10 be so decided|y hostileta priests
having anything ta do with_politics that he strictly
forbade those under his own' jurisdiction, and we be-
lieve under ecclesiastical penalties; to take' any part
ir. political agitation, * In the absence of more decided
information we refrain from all remark or commentary

:upon this alleged circumstances. But .if the stale-

ment be true .its importance in.a political point of
view can scarcely be exaggerated.—Galway Packet.

Mr.” Baron Pennefather is rapidly o
his indisposition. PICLY recoveriag from
Mr. H. A. Herbert, M. P., is very generall :
of as a successorto Iﬁr. Sadl’eir asyJ E,ﬁ:,- }.oi'ds ?frﬂEﬁ"
Treasury. = . i

+0"Byme’ Redmond, Esg.; of Killovghter Hajl |
been honored with the apgo'immeut of?chamb:rlll;ir?av:

:His Holiness Pope Piua 1X. . =

CaLrLing ouT ofF THE Irisy MiLiTia.—A eorres.
pondent, writing from London, says :—¢ [ haye Tea-
son to behieve that 20,000 of the Irish Militia wif] 4
enrolled, the same as the English, at the meeting oef
Parliament.”— Evening Mail. o

Frances Brown, the blind Irish pneteys,
of pauperism in London.

Rise 18 Provisions.—The fo'lowing slalement ap.
pearsin the Cork Constilution :—% Every article of
agricultoral produce has advanced and is advancine
in price. On Thursday white wheat, home grown,
was sold in the corn-market at the high figure of 445
3d.! This may be considered a famine price, an
every other article being proportionately riwh the
cost must bear heavily on persons whose me;ns, are
small. For instance, barley is 19s. and oals 17s. per
barrel. Hay is .£4 per ton ; straw is up to 80s. Cgr-
rots will bring 30s. perton.” These are the prices in
the corn-market. In butter there has been a slioky
decline, but this is the only article that has not 2d-
vanced. Fat cattle for market are also dear and searep
the severity of the season being mucl against them,
As much as £15 125, was paid on Tlnws{l:\y for -.vha.:
would be considered a small eow, to be killed for the
Grand Parade market. Sheep, too, arg searce, and
high in price. £2 14s. each was offered and refused
by u county Limerick gentleman for 50 sheep, from
a (ot of 150, and a Cork victoaller bhad 1o purchase the
whole number to get them at a luwer fiaure. Should
the weather become favorable, as far as beef and muyt.
ton are concerned, a decline in price is certain, the
present being the season with grauiers for fattening
stock for market.”? From the western parts of Irelang
the reports are of a similar tendeney, prices of al]
kinds of provisions being steadily on the inerease, In
the county of Roscomrmon, especially the pressure is
severely felt, and, as a consequence, the number of
applicants for poor relief is daily becoming more for-
midable. The average price of oatmeal in thy
county is £16 per ton, and a still higher rate is antj.
cipated.

isin a stata

MawmmiMe ScrooL 1N Berrast.— It hias been dleter-
mined by the Comnmissioners of National Edneation
to establish a maritime sechool in Belfast, in connec-
tion with the system of which they are the adininis-
trators.

Evictions AT CasTiresn—A correspondent has
informed us that numerous evictions have recently ia-
ken place at Castlebar, under very distressing eircam-
stances. It is « melancholy thing to find that wanton
and cruel extermination has vastly increased throuzgh-
out every part of the. country, bul panticalarly i the
West of Ireland, during the last {welve months.—Gui-
way Puckel.

Tus YenLow Fever at Queexstowy.—The port
of Cork is somewhat unfortunate of late.  Iis {ast piece
of ill-luck is the arrival at Queenstowu harbos of 2
Government transport, (the James), from Bermudz,
with 80 convicls on board, among whom thal awful
pestilence, the yellow fever of the West Indies, kad
broken out. Two of the suflerers died on that mern-
ing,. Two more have since been altacked, and were
couveyed to the hospital at Spike, where one of them
died, and by the latest acconuts the vther was not ex-
pected o survive. Accommodation Lus been pro-
vided for the other patients in Spike hospital,

The number of bridges earried away and damazed
by the flood of the 2ud November over the entire of
this country was 49, of which 28 were iu the Eanst Rid-
ing, and 21 ju the West,  Applications for present-
ments for their recenstiuction and repair have algeady
passed the-sessious, and will be laid before the grand
Jury al the ensning assizes. The expense of the cu-
tire will be uuder £10,000.— Coik Constituidon.

Fricurrun Accipext.—On Thursday last an opera-
live in the Bellast Iron Woiks, whilst sucking with
his month the air owt of a pips throvgh which meltey
fron was 10 pass—i usuul custom in” the process—he
swallowed & poition of the melted mass, receiving ter-
rible internal injuries, A hope exists of his uhimate
recovery. .

A Map Ass.—On a recent occasion an uss, the
property of a farmer near Nicholastown, was bitten
by 2 mad dog. On Tuesday last he showed evident
symptoms of hydrophobin, bt tlie owner, not under-
standing what ailed hi, 100k no natice of it. On Wed-
nesday morning the ass? head was discoverad very
much swollen, wid the anitmal ju a savage stale, have
g got loose, ran ragiug through the country, biting
al everytnng thal came in his way, e alacked a
man, who only escaped by throwing his hat to him,
which he tore in bils; Le then ran along the road,
aud meeting a woman driving an ass, he svized the
ass by the veck and cut him szverely, he then pulled
the tail-board out of the cart, nud but for the timely in-
terference of some men (whobeat him off with stones)
he would have dragzed the woman from the carl.
After severai other wild anties, such as pulling a Jarge
iron plough along the rond witlt his teetlr, bitiug large
stones, &e., he was shol by » gentleman -living in the
neighborhood.— Iipperary free Press.

A dreadlul shipwreck occnrred in the gale of the
191 ; the Tayleur, a magnificent new iron ship, 2,000
tons, having stinck and foundered in Dublin Bay, with
the loss of 400 lives, The Tayleur, Capt, Noble, lelt
Liverpoul on Thursday 191h, on ber first voyage, Wil
670 persons ou board, for Melbourne, Australin. About
noon on Satarday, the ship being under reefed topsail,
land was'discovered close on the lee bow. Botl au-
chiors were let go, but ihey either dragged or the ca-
bles snapped, for the ship continned rapidly approach-
ing land, and ai length struck violeatly upun a rock
callad “ the Nose of Lambay {siand.”’ ~Immediately
after striking she'tnrned broadside to the ragk, and a
nnmber of'pnssengersjum'ped ashore.” She‘remaiued

+in 1his-position only a Tew minntes when she slipped

oft and immediately sank, stern foremast, anly lhe
tops of hier- masts remaining above water.: Only 230.
sulcpeeded in reaching the Ishnd, the remaining 349
went down with the “ship.+ The captain, and thind
mate were’ saved. The second mate and surgeon
with the wife and ehild of the latter, perished.  Qfthe
females on board guly three women and twvo girls were
saved. . There had been several other casualiies along
the frish coast.



