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PREACHED AT TIlEDEDIOATION. OF ST. MARY'S CHUROM,
, ., LEITBDM '
ter the last Gospe!, Father.B
altAgf, and, taking_'hl‘:s text from the 21st Bcg)k ,lof
Proverbs, snid—NMay it please your lordship, s catly
beloved brethren, we are assembled here to:¢ aﬁ-t.m
an oocasion of very gre;t J%Y,'t!’ offer unto the. Lord
6 ‘work of our hands )
cGo‘;get l(li‘:)wn from™ heaven and. to remain and abide
. here in the midst of us, in order that this boly te‘?l-
ple may truly be, in the language of Scripture, "A
temple of God ; not man ; He shalldwell with them
they sball be His people; He in the very midst of
them sball be their Sovereign” Every other day;
in this strange and wonderful land of ours, the cere-
mony which we are called upoun fo witness 18 being
performed again and again—tho strangeet sights that
perbaps the world has ever witnessed, the upriring
not of a nation only but of a race, with ardent eyes
and streng, energetic arms, laboring to b.mld up the
houss of God and to cover the land with temples
dedicated to the Almighty. For this we can offer
no apolegy except to say simply, © We labor t.hl.xs
becnuse we cannot help it It is necesss\ry—x(z_\s
indispensable—that if the Eternal God dwell with
man that we shonld have upon thiscarth temples
and palaces befitting His glory ;_spcnkmg in their
eloguent though silent voice ef His grentness,nond by
the stafeliness and solemrity of their beauty telling
¢very ome, on entering within their consecrated
walls, to kneel down and ndore and exclaim, “ Truly,
this is no other house than the house of God.j’ Isay
we cannot help it, for it is God's etcrnal will that
beauty and holiness should surround His house and
be seen in it unto length of days; and so that you
may know what that beauty is, and what that hqli-
ness ig, Task you to consider—firgt, the great temple
of Almighty God, in which he wished to dwell and
- -take up His abode for ever and ever. That ten;p]c
was the sacred humanity of our Lord aund Savieur
Jesus Christ, Our nature; dearly beloyed brethren,
our humanity, God took an:d made it His own dwell-
ing-place,s0 that when our Divine Lord and Re-
deemer wallied a true man among men He dwelt in
the fulness of God—eternnl Divinity proper. He was
God as well as Man. He spoke. It was the veice
of God ; He wept—they were the tears of God; He
bled : it was the bloed of God. He was God and
aver shall be God—the cternal, blessed, adored, and
“honored God. Now, if you know what are the boau-
-ties that belong to the heuse of God, comsider our
Divine Lord, the loving Temple of that eternal
Divinity, in whom dwelleth the fulness of that
Divinity proper, First of all, let us .medltn.tc upon
it, and surely to think upen hkim with loving and
lingering thoughts is not only the privileze but the
necessity of every man who believes that Ged came
down from leaven, incarnated by the Ioly Ghost,
in the womb of tbe Blessed Virgin, and was made
.man for purposes of divine lovo. Contemplate that
-God and we learn to love Him ; we grow strong and
‘fervent in His love, so that it wonld seem te be the
very nccegsity of the faith within us, To Him,
therefore, we turn cur cyes, and contemplate the
grand figure of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The first
great element that we behold in Him is the wonder-
ful unity—unity of man astounding. God, a3 you
know, is essentinl unity, not the unity of one thing
made up of many parts, but a unity made up with
the exclusion of all parts and all composition. Itis
the nature of God, therefore, that God should never
begin to exist,because the existence of things whicl
did not exist before involves the union of twe thi‘pgs
—namely, the previous nothingness and present ex-.
istence ; but God, becanse of His simple mnature,
must of necessity be cternal. Then when God be-
came man our Divine Lord 1n His most sacred heart
sud Divine person, put forth the unity of God before
thecyes of man, There were two things in the
Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ—namely, buman
nature and Divine, and when God purposed to take
to Himself human naturo and add it to Himself, He
“might, if He so willed it, have something superadded
to Him for certain purposes, simply joined to Him
by a kind of moral union, till Ho had accomplished
e purposes of our Divire Redesmer, and then put
it away from Him. Thus w¢ read how angelsin
olden times took the form of the human body for
somo cerfnin purpose, to perferm some certain duty
of their Master. An angel spoke to Tobias, we
are told, and we¢ arc also informed in Holy
Scripture that an angel in the form of a youth
spoke to Abrabam, and after fulfilling his mission
he vanished—vanished into the aRir—and returned to
the elements out of which, for the time, he had co-
agulated. When God became man he could have
taken that Lody and Lome it for the time i1l he had
accomplished our redemption, but such an incarna-
tion, if incarnation it might be called, would not re-
present the beauty of God in our Divine Lord.—
Therefore, when the Son of God became mnn and
took to Himself a humon body out of the most
adorable, immaculate, and blessed Virgin Mary, He
created a human soul in that body, nnd gave it life;
and at the very moment that that human body was
conceived and that human soul created, that moment
the Son of God, the Sccond Peisun of the Dlessed
Trinity took that human seul, took that nature, as-
sumed it unto Himself, gathered it unto Iiis ¢wn
Divine personality, so that, as St. Augustine strongly
cbserves, ©ont of the three becamo one” The hu-
man body, the human soul became Jesus Christ our
Lord. He would not take the human personalty or
individuality, but substituted a Divine personalty
the Second Person of the most adorable Tririty, who
became man of the Virgin Mary. Bcehold, then, how
beautiful is the unity of two things in one Divine
God! How grand in the integrity of one God—in
throo Persons were joined, as.it wore, the formation
of one Redeemer. This isa grand principle of our
Lord. Let us condider, dentty boloved, what follows
from this wonderful union of two things in one.~—
The person who suiffered, the person who prayed, the
person who wept was the Second Persen of the
Blessed Trinity; and in Him human naturg was in-
finitely glovified, infinitely sanctified by such per-
sonal union. How well was this recognised by somo
and denicd by others! “ Whom do you think I am?”
says our Lord, speaking to his apostles, and they
answered—* Some sny Thou art John the Baptist,
some say Thou art Elias, and some that Thou art tho
Prophet Jeremins.” ¢ Whom do you say Iam?
said the Lord, and Peter cried out, “Thou art Christ
the Son of the living God? .

The-sccond great attribute of our Divine Saviour
is his great truthfulness—io falsehood ever fell from
His lips ; it was impossible, because He who spoke
was God. Noone could pass undetected under the
terrible eye of Jesus Clhrist. Oh, my dearly beloved
brethren, it was a terrible thing for the hypocrito,
with the sweet voice of flattery on his lips, to cross
the path of our Divine Lord. He it was who said to
the sinful woman, “ Thy sins are forgiven thee.’—
1t was He who told them all their secrets, dragged
them, as it.were, out of their hearts and laid them
before thein at their feet. They camo to him with
& sinner asking Him what they should do with her
and He looked in their facesand read the thoughts
that ware passing there; and with His finger upon
the grond He traced through the-sands-the netions
of each one of them, and as His finger moved, Oh,
&od of Heaven! every moan beheld.in his handwrit-
ing the secret sins of his whole life, And our Divine
Lord said, * Lot the man who is without sin throw
the first stone,” and they all shrunk away from Him..
The third grand attribute of our Divine Lord was
sanctity, indescripable by the tonguo of man, incon-
ceivable by man, and recognizable in heaven, be-
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and to invite Him to.

weary to the mountain side, and went into the back

prayer with God.. How wonderful ‘was that-prayer
‘that fer'forty ~days. and forty nights unbreken was
Sonfinued in that desert place! - The,sun:rose’and
get i the “heavens, -night came on, and the 'stars

never closed-an eye for-a moment's rest; nevar:tasted
food ot drink, but persovered in His prayef, And

for I'amn meck and humble of heatt” ¢ 1 geek not
My glory, but the glory ot Him who sont Me.” How

| ebedient .was He who said, © My work is to do the

will of the Father who serit Me.” “Sanctity not only
dwolt in Him, but infinite sanctity was poured from
Him in the form of Divine grace. Sanctity went
out from Him. Whatever He touched He made
holy ; whatever He looked upon He made holy;
whatever He permitted to approach Him was sanc-
tified. He cared not how base the sinner might be
—the reproach of the whele world, as Magdalon
was, the very existence, the very presence of whom
was sin itself—she who was the reproach of-a whele
city, the woman whom, when passing in the streels,
the Pharisces gathered up their robes and told ber to
begone—cven this woman was made pure by the
sight of the Son of God.. This woeman, the very
sight of whom was sin, the wilful thoughts of whem
was sin—she cast herself at the feet of Jusus Christ,
erawling like & guilty reptile, as sho was, not dar-
ing to {ook up. She weeps, and tho moment those
tears drop—ths moment that her lips are pressed to
His leet, that momient she becomes sanctified, and
rising from His fect she goes forth a sign of God's
power and sanctity and o monument of all that God
can do upon this carth. She received one glance of
His eyo and became sanctified. The next was His
power, His strength. Oh! hew sirong He was !—
Ho knew no fear. The Pharisces themsclves attest-
ed this by, saying to Him, “\We Lkuow that there is
no respect for person with Thee, and that Thou
wilt not respect tho person of any man.” He knew
no fear, for all men were afraid of Him, Then,
when they came to take Him prisoncr, they came in
& multitude ; they came, as He Himself tclls us, as
if they were going forth to capture some mighty
chicftain or robber bandit, ag if they had to deal
with some mighty armed man, and then when they
approached He only looked at them ; and §t. John
tells us that they twice fell back before Him. How
powerful He was in the sirength of His Divine
potence! His scourging would have killed any
other man, Lut He sustained it. How powerful He
was in the endurance of these three terrible hours
whilst His heart was slowly brenking on the cross.
Beheld our God in death asthe first great temple of
the first groat living tabernacle. We arc assured
that Christis to be ‘with the Church, and that the
gates of hell cannot prevail agrinstit. Beanty is
to belong to her. e asked who was His spouse of
whom the Scriptures spoke? These who were pre-
sent in his congregation that day, and who did not
agreo with the doctrine of the Catholic Church he
asked, earnestly and respectfully, who was this
spouse ? Catholics belioved that it was the Holy
Catholge Church, and if ke were asked why do they
believe'this ? he aswered — becanse tho inspired
Apostle St. Panl expressly tells that Christ our Lord
looks upou the Ohurch as His speuse, that the
Church bas all the benuty which was promised to
the spouse, that the Church is our Divine redemption,
that it is the vory spouse of his love—bis bride.—
Out of this union of Christ aud his Chureh the Apos-
tle draws the sanctity of Clristian marriage, and
says, “ Man, Jove your wife as Christ loved” Was
there anything miore clearly pointed out in the
Scriptures, that the evident purpose, the cleardosign
of the Son of God, was to feund a Cburch? He was.
constantly speaking of it and he refers to if generally
as the Kingdom of Heaven. He likes, howaver, to
compare it to many things. Ho likensit toa eandle
sot in a candlestick, so that it can illuminate the
whole house. And lest any persor may be scandal-
iszed, he says the kingdom of heaven is liko a net
cast into the sen, and taking living fish. “Thou
art Peter,” said he, “and upon this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
agafnst it.” Ife said ho should send thom the Spirit
of T'ruth, and then he promised to Le with them all
days, even to the consummation of the world.—
Could aunything be clearer; could anything be
stronger than these words? 'There was ono thing
necessary~—namely, the confirmation of these words
of Seripture. Wag she that thing of beauty, of
divine beauty, of supernaturnl beauty which she
claimed? They should cxamive. The Gatholic
Church wasa consummation on earth of the presence
of the Spirit, and the mission of Jesus Christ him-
self, It was tho consummation of His presence, for
lic himself stated, %I will remain all days with you;”
it was the consummation of his mission, for hecame
to onlighten, for he told his apostles to go forth and
let all men seo them, and seeing they should glorify
them,

The strength of grace was deatl: ; it trinmphed over
death, it triumphed upon it, and it fulfilied the words
of the prophet, ® Oh, death, where is thy sting; oh,
grave whero is thy victory?' To tho apostles,
Christ promised that the gates of hell should never
prevail against the Church ; nnd, thercfore, if they
never were to prevail, she should remain in thesu.
peraatural coudition, while everything around her,
by the very action of pride, was crumbling into dust.
Censider, then, the great Deauty of unity, that fivst
great attribute shone over us from our divine Lord.
The Church was one, essentially ono ; her faith was
the same in all plaees. It had been his privilege,
unworthy as ho was, to preach in more than one
language, to mors than one people, in moro than
one clime, and over the wholo face of the globe his
message would sonnd; His words were unchanged,
and they fell npon ears that were familiar to the
sound, for they hid never heard any other message.
Now, mark, it did not folow that because that mes-
snge was one and unchanged, that therefore it was
true. It did unot follow, but he would tell them
what followed. It followed of recessity that if it
chavged it would not be true ; its truth may not be
directly proved for its unity, but its falsehood would
be proved for its change, If it was not one it would
not be truo. 1f one priest in that parish preached
one doctrine, and another priest in a neighboring
parigh, or n neighboring county, or & neighboring
country—nay, & neighboring world—certain it was
that some of them must be saying what is false.—
Therefore, if unity is not the proof of truth, disunity
is tho absolute proof of falsehood. 'The Cathelic
Church was one all the world over. The same mes-
sage to all her people; slio is one in unity and Jove.
Her members shoutd be sanctified, for the moment
they lost divine grace Ly mortal sin, that moment
they ccased to belong to the Cathelic Church, and
the-fallen 'sinver could not return into the fold with-
out being again sanctified. But the very wish to be
agnin within the fold showed that the sinner was
repentant, and sho was then willing to receive him
back. Butthey might ask him, could nota man
submit to the Catholic Church and belong to her
not only in body and soul and spirit, and receivo
her sactaments and approach her altars, and yet not
bo required to separate so absolutely from sin?—
Conld not God make some little compromise, they
wers 80 weak?  Would not the Church consider
their weakness, and permit at lenst some little sin ?
If the Catholic Church would do that it would pros-
per more among men, but sho wonld cease to be the
Church of the living God. Ohl if that cosld have
beon done; if -that little compromise could only
have been effected when the English monarch only
asked for & little indulgence, e would have remain.
ad Catholic. He would defend tho fith; he would-

cauge it was the sanctity of God.

write books in defense of tho Catholic faith ; e

How holy he was! He labored all day, thie Bvan.:
gelists tell us, and then -when night came od, and.
*| other Jaborers Jay: down fo rest, He wended His steps.

shades of the olivé grove and spent the xight in:

‘came out inl their places in-the firmament; but He'

how humble He wag! ~He told -us, “ Léarn of Me,

‘t-resist thee,

"Would Send out his. flee ]
~if?t1-‘wb§xid.bnly ‘allow. ‘him_a:little indulgence be-
causs he was weak, Bub-the Speuse of God cried
out’ # Now possumus’—it copnot be doné, it muat
ot bo dorie:. And then when helifted his ﬁa];d"and
gmote the ‘Churchin the face, she answered and
gaid,"% You may strip me of my possessions, you
may rob;me of my wealth, you may drive me from
the country, you may shed my blood ; I know how
to suffer, T know how to die, I know how to bea-
‘beggar, to be poor and to be. Impoverighed.; but it
is my fite and my destiny that T don’t know how to
‘sompromise with sin,” so holy is the Catholic Church,

The next attribute was power and strength, How

Him, but they never could have killed Bim if He of
His own free will had not consented to die, He rose
from the tomb and in His resurrection He proved
that He was God, essentially and eternally. He set
upon His Church the seal of His Spouse. To it He
said, * Arise, go forth, speak every word that I ghall
put upon thy lips. The natiensshall rise agaipst
thee, the princes shall rise against thee, for I have
madeé thée to be asd wall of brass. Nothing can
and thou shalt break down and destroy
‘all thire caemies” Theé self-same prophesy nearly
1,900 years ago was spoken, and never since that
day of her foundation to the present hour had the
Church one hour’s existence without having con-
stantly to oppose some one, For 300 years she
ghed Ler blood in every land; existed to produce
only martyrs. Every man and every woman who
embraced Catholicity was told plainly and dxstmgtly
that they were going to a certain and terrible
death. Three hundred years more and the whole
world was Arian, and the Church once more stood
up and bled for herbeloved, Then came the history
of her Leresies, and the work of centradiction was
carried en with occasional gleams of prosperity.
Three hundred years ago Martin Luther commenced
his heresy, and the Church Iost half her children.
She could not keep them ; they weuld not stay un-
less she would consent to acknowledge some things
that she snid were wrong. She could not say it.
The Church could net unsay one tittle or one iota
that she ever taught, because she canie from God.
How could the Church unsay anything that was
said? She did not invent a dogma, and did not
make n dozma, The Catholic Church had no power
to make a dogma, But the Catholic Church was the
mind of God, nnd would anybody ask her to contra-
dict anything that God had said? She could not do
it. He would now ask them to come nearer home
on this important line of thought. In that Church
dwelt the fullness of Christ's divinity. Jesus Christ
was there upon that altar as real, as truly, as sub-
stantial, ne consciously as He was in the Dlessed
Virgin's arms on that Christmas morning in Beth-
lchem, or when he hung on the cross. The first
benuty of the place is that it was the house of God.
The patrinrch of old was so terrified when he avas
brought face to face with the divine presence that
he Lknolt down and said, Traly this is no other
than the house ef God.” What would that patriarch
have said if he bad been permitted to enter into the
temple of Jerusalem on that morn when Mary en-
tered there looking for her child, For three days
the child was lost to lier, and at the c¢nd of three
Qays she, secking Him, came into the temple; but
as she crossed the threshold she caught the echo of
the child’s voice, and the whispers of that sound
passed froom arch to arch, She entered and she
saw God in His own dwelling; she heard God
apeaking in His own heuse. First of all she knelt
dewn and adored Him, and then she took Ilim in
her bands and brought Him home. Dut if the pa-
triarch who trembled when angels only appeared
before him, if he had seen the face of the Lord Him-
self, would he not have bowed down and exclaimed,
“ Woe is ms, for I have seen the Lord.”

It is true that Mary beleld the face of God dis-
guised undéra little child, but she did not fail to
kunow that His voice wans the voice of God, althongh
His lips seomed to be the lips of an infant child.
So, in the same way , though thosc who would come
to this Church would see enly the appenrance in
bread and wine, yet they would discover the real
and true presence of Christ under the hidden form
in which He had chosen to appear among His people.
The truth of Ged was the second main attribute of
Jesus Christ. The voice resounding within those
walls for gencrations acd generations to come would
be the veice of 8 man so bound by the dogma of
of that Church that oue word must never come
from these lips except the word of God, the revealed
trath; therefore that Iaw must remain in the Cath-
olic Church, As 5t. Auzustine said of baptism, 5o
did he say now of the preaching of the word of God.
Therefore, as their fathers heard that word fifteen
hundred years ago from Patrick and from Patrick's
disciples—and they heard that same unchenged
word that day—so, after a thousand yoars, if the
world lasted so Jeng, the preacher standing within
those walls would preach to their posterity the sane
word he was new preaching. That word would not
change beeause Peter and Paul must pass away, and
James and John must die, but He whase voice wonld
resound there would speak the same. The sanctity
of God, as well as the light of God, would dwell in
that place, and here wenld be opencd the fountains
of water welling forth eternal life, The sinner com-
ing in there benring tho burden of his sins, like
Magdalen, would receive pardon and would go forth
a new man, What wonder then that they should
rejoice atthis new coming down of Jesns Chrigt on
the eartl? Asthe shepherds rejoiced when the light
of angclic wings flashed over the stable of Bethle-
hem, so great would be the joy of them here when
future generations would bo sanctified and enlights
ened with living brend. Dut there was another
cause of joy, and of legitimate joy to them Catho-
lies, nnd it was a joy they would be surprised
perhaps to hear, in which he would call upen
every high-minded, genial, generous, hearty man,
even nota Catholic, in that land to sharo in, and it
was this: that Church was a monument in its beauty,
in its strength, of a race and of a fuith that had never
died. Fifteen hundred years ago Ireland was con-
verted. She had been Pagan ; she became Christian,
She at once toog her place amongst the nations in the
very front, inthe foremost rank of ali that was high-
est in intellect on the face of the earth, The nations
beheld her, and in their amazement they called her
tho Green Western Isle, the mother, and the land of
saints and scholars—Insula Sanctorum. In that
they enshrined in it the genius, and the form of
their language, and their national chbaracter, Per-
socution come and burst over Catholic Ireland, but
the Catholic Church had entwined itself round her
people, and had struck its roots so deep into their
souls, that, like the forest oak, whose roots were
twined round the rocks dewn deep in the earth, and
whose head could defy thestorm and remain firm
when every other sapling was carried away, there it
remained the sole remnant of the Tuin. So in that
day of persecution the storm burst over the hend of
Ireland’s Cathelicity, but the trath could not dbe
swept Away, for its roots were entwined round the
hearts of tho Irish race, There was but one way to
destroy Catholio Ireland, and that was to destroy it
altogether. Now, he asked, was not this something
for them to glory in 7 Wasit not something for them
to stand firm and to hold aloft the standard of the
Crucified when there were so many whose hands
had let it fall In the blood-stained dust? Was it not
something to be falthful to their convictions? Was
it not for non-Catholics & subject for manly pride
and congratulation in common with Gatholics?
Those who were non-Catholics would despiso Cath-
olies if thoy would-turn their backs on their Church
like dastardly cowards. They would despise such.
Their fathers gave up land, liberty, and life, rather
than abandon God . Thoy wont out, died, and went
up to heavon, and thore wrote Ireland's namein let-

ters of gold,

ts' and armies to fight for it

wonderful! The Jews thought that they could kill |-

.. After an_earnegt aypeal’on -bebalf. of the chnrity
“which they hnd met to contribidte to, Father-Burke
'| concluded by asking tlie congregation-
‘liberally, and relieve the zealons pastor of the debt:

" not be called the Church of God so long -85 any debt:
remained 1‘8“:‘.9.5t,1-¢t{. AT TP

EARLY INHABITANTS OF IRELAND, , !
Tn the Biology section:of the: Association for the
‘Advancement of Science, just held at Belfast, an.
address on the carly settlers of Ireland .was deli-
vered by Siv' W. R. Wilde, M.P;, M.R.LA. We lay:
gome extracts before our readers:— "~ - T

Instead of entering into the wide domain of an-
thropology generally, I shall confine my remarks
to the subject of the early races which peopled
Treland in comsecutive order, their remains still
existing, and an enquiry as to what veskiges of
those different waves of population remain at the
present hour, . That the skin-clad man, with his
stone, bone, and wooden weapong and toels, his
shell ornaments and rude unglazed pottery,. the
primitive nomadic hunter and fisker, arrived in
Ireland and occupied its plains, forests, and pas-
tures in the same state of life in which we find
similar primitive races of mankind in the present
day, here contending with the bear, the wolf, the
the osphey, the seal, and the otter for his food, as
his prececessors did wite the auvochs in Mid-Eu-
rope, I have not the slightest doubt. T think the
reindcer and the elephants, and probably the
muskfos, had become extinet before man’s arrival
in Erin, and I have always inclined to the idea
that he was not contemporaneous with that great
monarch of the cervinerace, the Irish-elk; but in
this opinion, however, I may be mistaken. With
reSpect to the authenticity of the early chronicles
and legends that relate the history of the emmigra-
tions, so much sncered at by one set of inquirers
and so fuithfally believed in by another,let me
make two obscrvations—one chronological and
the other topographical. Our Irish annals were
first committed to writing by Clhristian scribes, in
either Gaelic or Latin, and were not only inter-
mixed with classic story, but with Scriptural in-
cidents, particularly thosc relating to the disper-
sion of mankind after theDeluge. It has been ob-
jected to our Irish manuscripts that, from the ma-
terial on which they were written, the form of
their letters, their philological coustruction, and
their illuminations, none of them were written
earlier then the oth or 10th century. Some, in-
deed, go so far asto say that there is net an Irish
manuscript later than the 12th or I13th century.
Now, granting all that, what does it prove? Not
that the historic-instanees recorded were concoct-
ed by the scribes of those times, but that these
vellum or paper manuscripts were copied from
carlicr writings which were founded on anterior
materials. I will now tell you what has been the
result of my own cexamination of the races that
migrated to or are said to have conquered Ireland.
I cannot say that the Firbolg wasa cultivated man,
butI think he was a shepherd and an sgriculturist,
I doubt if he knew anything, certainly not much,
of metallurgy ; but it does not follow that he was
a mere savage, no more than the Maories of New
Zealand were when we first came in contact with
them. The Firbolgs were a small, straight-haired,
swarthy race, who have left o portion of their de-
scendants with us to this day. A geuealogist
(their own countryman, resident in Galway, about
two hundred years ago) described them as a dark-
Laired, talkative, spiteful, strelling, unsteady, dis-
turbers of every council and assembiy, and pro-
moters of discord. I believe they, together with
the next two races about to be described, formed
the Lulk of our so-called Celtic population—com-
bative, nomadic on opportunity, jenduring, litig-
ious, but feudal and faithful to their Chiefs, bard-
working for a spurt (asin their annual English
Emigration), not thrifty, but when their immedi=
ate wants are supplied lazy, especially during the
winter. To these physical and mental characters
described by Macfirhis, Iet me add those of the un-
usual combination of bluc or blue-gray eyes and
dark eyclashes, with a swarthy complexion.
By statistics procured from our Great Midland
Western Railway alone, I Icarn that'on an everage
30,000 of these people, chiefly the descendants of
the dark Firbogls and fair Damans, emigrate an-
nually to England for harvest work, to the great
advantage of the Evglish farmer and the Irish
landlord.  The acreage of arable land for the peo-
ple runs from two to six acres. Connecting this
race with the remains of the past, Tam ¢f opinion
thet they were at first rath or carthern mound and
enclostre makers, that they mostly buried their
dewd without cremation, and, in cases of distingu-
ished  personages, beneath the cromlech or the
tumulns; their heads were oval, or long in the
anteroposterior diameter, and yather flattened at
the sides. The next emmigration we hear of in
the annalg is that of the “Tuathe-de-dannans,” a
large, fair-complexioned, and very remarkale race,
wariike energetie, progressive, skilled in metal
work, musical, poctieal, acquainted with the heal-
ing art, ekilled in Druidism, and believed to be
adepts In necromancy and magic, no doubt the re-
sult of the popular iden respecting their superior
knowledge, cspecially in smelting and in the
fabrication’ of tools, weapons, and ornaments,
From these two races sprang the fairy mythology
of Ircland. The Dannans spoke the same langu-
age as their predecessors the Firbolgs, They met
and fought for the sovercignty. The “Man of
Motal” conquered and drove a great part of the
others into the Islands on the const, where it is
said the Firbolgs or Belgic race (so called) took
their lnst stand, Eventually, however, under the
influence of a power hostile to them both, the two
peoples coalesced, and have to a large cxtent done
s0 up to_the present day. They are the true old
Irish peasant and small farming class, - The Dan-
nans had a globular form of head, of whieh I have
already published examples. For the most part,
I Lelieve, they burnt their dead or saerificed to
their manes, and placed an urn with its incinerat-
ed contenty, human or animal, inthe grave where
the hero was cither stretehed at length or crouch-
ed in an attitude similar to that adopted by the
ancient Peruvians, It is afirmed that'the Dan-
nang ruled in Ircland for a long time, until
enother inroad was made into this land by the
Milesians, seid fo Le brave, chivalrous, skilled in
war, good navigators, proud, boastful, and much
superior 1n outward adornment as well as mental
culture to their oppenents, They deposed the three
first Dannan Kings and their wives, and rose to be,
it 1s eaid, the dominant race, nssuming the sove-
reignty, becoming the aristocracy and landed pro-
prietors of the country, and giving origin to these
chieftains that afterwards rose to the title of petty
kings, and from whom some of the best families in
the land with anything like Irish names claim de-
sce‘nt, and particularly those with the prefix of * O”
or t‘ Mac.” * When this race arrived in Ireland I can-
:r‘; . teﬁ'il;usz;é was som time prior to the Christian
whero they } ey came from the const of Spain,.
where they had long remained after. their eastern
!mmlgmtmn. . NOW, all thqsc peop]es woi'c’ accord-
Ing to my view, all derived from the one Celtic
stock; they spoke the snme languago, and their
ilt;Ecerlltg\:ts do 50 still. When they ncquired the
t{hr%‘: til?ﬁ of letters, they transmitted thuir history

B2 the Irigh language, No doubt they fused

but h . £e. No doubt they fused,

somcenow a quick fusion of races has not been.
the gencral charneteristic of the people of this coun-
try. It would be most désirable if the Government
or soma Irish authority would send o properly-in-
-tructed commissioner to investigate the. Spanish:
ggm&ls and see'whe!.her thare is anything rellating.to-”

e Spanish migrations to Irelang remaining in that
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which still existed-against the Church,~¥hich could:

'i{ by neaily a balf million,

in most districts was where the person -

‘English and"Trisk." In 1851 s whé::: w:l ;i?;ke
ensug of the Trishspeaking population
country had lest three-quarters of a milljo
:t. Ple chiefly of the-Irishirace; we-had ‘then

——

a h‘!iltfuauiumngto I
861 they had -fuy

n d:upon the taking .o
lnsticensus in 1871, the eﬁ%ire Trish spe:lll;ril:,g of the
lation‘wae only 817,865, :‘The percentage s.ipru,
ing to the total population in our diffevent pr’dvc-cmd'.
“wers these :—In-Leinster, 12 ; jn-}Munét’er s
-Ulster, 46 ; and Connaught, 39-0=for thg to
Ireland, 151.... Kilkenny and Louth sre § ol of

ties of Leinster where the language js mosth :pﬁiiﬁ'

{-in"round numbers) one and
speaking population. In 1

- Ulster Donggal, where 28 per cent. of the
speak Irish, but in Connanght, to which
ready alluded as containing the remunant
Trish races, we have no less than 56
Irish-speaking population. Inthe coun
acd Galway respectively, of my owa knowledge 3
can atiest that a great many of . these people mﬁe'l
speak English. We thus see that of the populatPOt
of Ireland, which in the present. day might he on
puted at abeut five and a half millions, therp yor
at the time of taking the census in April 187y Oelre
817,865, and I think: 1. may prophecy that th.n.tn i
the very largest number that in’ future we will 3
have tto record. - On the causes of this ever
is not my.province to descant. The 3
been the great pioneers of civilization m?de I:ls’e};u\o
& power in the world. Are they not now numcr(im7
ally the dominant race in America, and haye thc-
not largely peopled Australiz and New Zcalang '{e
We have new arrived at a period when yoy miﬂ.l;
naturally expect the native annalist to make Son
allusion to conquest or celonization by the then mi:
tress of the world. Without offering any repgop
fer it, I have here only te remark that neither n’;
warriors nor as colonizers did the Romang ever
get foot in Ireland, and heuce the paucity of
any admisture of Roman art among us. fay,
iog finished with the’ Milesinns we poy
come to the Danes (so-called), the Scandia.
vians, or Norsemen,—the pagan sea kings who
made inroads an our ceasts despoiled our cln,lrches
and monasteries, but at the same time, it must be
confessed, helped to estalish the prosperity of some
of our cities and fowns, from 795 to the time of the
battle of Clontarf, A.p, 1614, when the belligerent
portien of the Scandinavians were finally expelled
the country, When, however, the Irish chieftaing
were net fighting with one another they often en.
gaged in petty wars with the Scandinavians, who in
turn were attacked by their own countrymen, the
“Black Gentiles” especially on the plain of Fill,gall
stretching from Dublin teithe Boyne, and which the
white race cbiefly ocoupied. We are now coming
to & latter period ; the Romans had ocenpied Britajg »
tpe Saxons followed; the Danes had partial pomg.'
sion for & time ; the Heptarchy prevailed unti) Har-
old, the last of the Saxen Kings, fell at Hastings, and
England bowed beneath that mixture of Norman
Gnl_ﬂ:sb, Scandinavirn, and general Celtic blood’
which William brought witk him from the shores
France. The Saxon dynasty was at an end, but the
Britons of the day accepted their fate, and not only
the soldiers, but the Norman Barons, fused with the
people of that kingdom, and lergely contributed to
make it what it now is. The fusion of races, thig
assimiiation of sentiments, this interchango of
thought, this kindly culture, the higher elevating
t!xe lower, among whom they have permanently re-
sn?e_d, must always tend to great and goed ends in
raising man to that state into which I hope it will yet
yet please Providence to call. The Anglo-Norman
came here in 1172, very mixed race, but their lead-
ers were chiefly of French or Norman extraction,
Why they came or what they did it is not for me to
expatiate upon. I wish, howover, tocorrectan as-
sartion commonly made, to the effect thst the Nor-
man Barous of Henry II. cenquered Ireland, They
occupied some town, formed a “Pales” lavied . taxes,
gent in soldiery, distributed lands, and introduced a
new language; but the “King's writ did not run?
the subjugation of Ireland did not extend over the
country at large, and it remained till 1846, and the
five or six following years to complete the conquest
of the Irish race by the loss ofa tubereus esculent,
and the Government alteration in the value of a
grain of corn., Then there went to.workhouse or
exile npwards of two millions of the Irish race be-
sides those who died of pestilence. It appears to
me that onc of our great difficulties in Ireland has
been the want of fusion not only of races, but of op-
inion and sentiments in what may be called a “give
and take” system. As regards the intermixture I
think there cannot be & better one than the Saxon
with the Celt., Loak what the intermixture of races
had done for us inffreland, The Firbolg brought us
agricalture ; the Dannan the chymistry and me.
chanics of metal work; The Milesians beauty and
governing power ; the Danes commercs and naviga-
tion; the Anglo-Normans chivalry and organized
government ; and in Iater times the French emi-
grants taught ugan improved art of weaving.

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

On Tuesday,the Archbishop of Tuam, accompa.
nied by the Very Rev. Thomas McHale, of ihe Irish
College, Paris, and the Rev. Richard Prondergast, C.
A, Tuam, visited the parish of Annaghdown. His
Grace administered the Sacrament of Confirmation
to 200 children. The sermon on the eccnsion was
prenched by the Rev. Thomas McDonagh, P. P,
Cummeor, On Wednesday the Archbishop went
from the monastery at Annaghdown to Lackagl, ac-
companied by the Rev. Dr, McHale and the respected
parish priest of Annaghdown, Rev, Peter Waldran,
In the parish of Lackagh His Grace administered
the Sacrament of Copfirmation to about a hundred
children and adults. In the parish hig Grace and
over twenty rev. clergymen received the fullest
meagure of attention and hospitable care from the
respected pastor, Rev. John M'Gough. The sermon
on the occasion was preached by the Very Rev. Ca-
non Bourke, P. P. During next week his Grace
will be administering Confirmation in the parish of
Clonberne, and adjacent districts.— Tuam News.

The Christian Brothers from New York arrived in
this city a'few days ago and are enjoying the hos-
pitality of Alderman . Patrick' Hogan, where they
will remain & féw days beforo leaving Limerick.—
Their objectin visiting Ireland is to extend an invi-
tation and afford an opportunity on the most favour-
able terms fo young men to become missionaries and
‘members of their Institute in America, The con-
stantly incremsing requirements in the extensive
field of labor laid open to their migsionary zenl in
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the Superiors.to depute its members to visit Ire-
land. The warm reception they receive everywhere
from the clergy and our people evidences and holds
out expectations that many young men will be found
to enlist themselves under the banner of the Cross
preferably to wandering to different shores where 10-
numerable difficulties. and . hiardships, await them.
The great question of the day—the vital onc—reli-
.gious education, not only in~ this . country, ~but in
America, where the children of our race and faith
are endangered by the devowming clements of a pro-

and do all we possibly can to.sten, the torrcnt as it
moves along?- This is ihe Dattle for which the
Church is contending . the, -education: of the TisIDE

Education is strength,and w

country, In Connaught in my youth the excepiion
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In Muster-they are Kerry, Clarc, and Waterforg In

decadence j .

the United States and other regions, have induced -

gressive age, Shall we not take & holy vengeanco -

generation, and upon-whichiher :hopes.are dirccted. .
i\enatmineq, the victory -
will be certain, -Thosé . wha may desire . further. -
formaﬂ.on upon thesubjgctwmayaqdrgs ; thomgehres
to the: Rev, Brother Jasper, Castlecomér, co. Kilken- -
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by, {h)g being the central place: of communication. - ;
| The movement is one which' hag our: warmost syme



