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The Great Geab.

The phenomenon of & mirage is not nuncom-
mon in our North West Terntories, and when-
ever such a thing appears it is greeted by all
beholders with wonderment and admiration.
An entirely different emotion is likely to fill
the breast of any North West settler whose
mentsl eyes can detect the portentious thing
which hangs over that fair domain at the

resent moment, It is mot a mere mirage,

owever, but a gigantic verity, which maey soon
become all too visible to the corporeal senees.
The vast and itching olaw of the Syndicate is
ready to make & fatal grab, if government and
parliament prove recreant to their high trast.
Let the people see to it that if this outrage is
consum H ated, it shall not bebecause the pub-
lic voice was unheard.

The Mayoralty.

A good many respectable Conservatives feel
compelled to vote for the nominee of their
Party, becouse notwithstanding that Mr. Close
is a very unpslatable dose to ewallow, they
claim that it he is defeated the Qlobe will an-
nounce it as a blow against the National Poliey.
This is about a8 sensible and manly an argu-
ment as that used by certain other Conserva.
{ives who eay they must support the Syndicato
scheme, and give away our lands in the North-
‘West, otherwise the Government will be humili-
ated. ‘What does it matier to the oitizens of
Toronto what the Globe or any other paper may
say? The question before the peoplois whether
Mr. Close is a proper person to ooccupy the
highest position in the gift of the city. Gnm
most decidedly thinks he ie not.

Many farmers have excellent sheep dogs but
Toronto has the Boge Sheppard.

Grip as a Mentor.

The Otttawa correspondent of the Eingeton
Daily News, in a recent lotter, said:

Sir John Macdonald is much improved in health, This
(Monday) evening he appeared in excellent health and
mixed freely amon, bers on the Ministerial side~
There is * life in t{:‘old map yet,” He seemed to enjoy
Grig's last cartoon. He and Sir Charles Tupper had
considerable fun this evening while examining the con-
temts of the Canadian Pwnck, No public man in Canada
can o%s)recuu a joke better than the Premier, even ifit
be at his own expense.

A sense of humor is a valuable quality in a
public man, and Grir is glad to know that his
work smuses our careworn statesman. But it
is intended to instruct as well as amuse, and
these hovorable gentlemen would do ‘well to
study the moral meaning of the cartoons, after
sipping at the humor which bubbles on the sur-
face.

The Syndi=catd

GorLiEs,~-Pat, vat you dinks aboud dose
Syndi-cat now. You did heard Blake in dot St.
Lawrence Hall?

Par—Troth an’ I did that same, an’ if the
schreamin’ varmint didn't git a bastin’ that
noight, thin oim & Dutchman.

GorLixB.—Yaw, dot is go! Vat you dinks
of dis (Hlose peeeenese.

PaT,—An a mighty Close business it is too;
bad luck to the dhirty chmadouns that concaiv-
ed the idea av running the loikes av him. Oh,
whirra, whirra,  fwat is this foine counthry
coming to ? .

A Section of Ancient History.

And it ceme to pass in the reiyn of Ali
Lorne Bay, the Caliph of all that country lying
between the two great oceans, and from the
country of the Yankee even unto the North
Pole, that the Pasha. John A. was chosen his
Grand Vizier, and Res-al Tup-per was chosen
gecond in command. And they were men of
great repute because of their wily tongues, for
their words were sweet in the ears of the peo-

le, and their promisesof plunder to their fol-
owers were great. Yet was not the Pasha a
true believer, as he was a partsker of the intox-
icating juice of the grape, and of the distilled
juice of grain. Aund in the second year of the
reign of Caliph Ali Lorne Bey, the Grand Viz-
ier and Ras-Al Tup-per took council with them-
selves, and said, Lo, we will buiid the great iron
road, and forusmuch as our friends have for
some time been without pluuder, therefore will
we now give unto them that for which they
long. And that their deods might not be too
closely scrutinized they went unto o far off land
and there arranged the scheme. And they ap-
portioned unto their followers cach one his
share, and returned unto their own land with
great blowing of trumpets wherewith to blind
the people. But the people waited patiently
for the terms to be made known unto them,
and were not deceived by the fine allegories of
the Grand Vizier becanse they knew he had de-
ceived them aforetime. And when the terms of
the contract were made known, behold the peo-
ple rejected them, becanse of their stu) lcﬁe ,
and because of their corruptness. And they
petitioned the Caliph to dismiss his unworthy
servants, because if his scheme were carmied
out it would result only in enriching a fow, and
bring ruin on the country. And the Caliph
listencd to the prayers of the people and drove
his unwortby servants forth with blows, and
contumely and scorn was heaped npon them,
and every man spat upon them, becnuse such
vtupidity as theirs had not before been scen in
the lJand, And their followers who had expect-
ed to profit by them, cursed them for being so
utterly soon and before-hand jn their calcula~
tions, but the country was happy.

Current events—Plumb puddings.

“Endymien.”

Garr makes bold to draw sside the curtsin
and permit the public to equint into the study
at the Grange. The gentleman nsitting in the
chair isenjoying himselt intensely—though his
face does not betray his inward feelings. Heis .
engaged in the work upon his famous monthly,
and at the present moment is roasting ** Endy-
mion.” Grir doesn’t like to encourage any.
body to break the golden rale, but he feels jus-
tified in winking at the Profeasor's little exhibi-
tion of tit-for-tat,

Tobocconist.~Will you Hav-an-s cigars?
Crowd,~Kill him, y

An innocent farmer who offered an adulterated
turkey for sale on the market the other day,
excuged himeolt for stuffing the crop with :

bbles on the ground that he couldn’t find out -

ow many slones it weighed otherwise.

Under the delusion that the regular charge
for whipping a Port Hope editor was from $1
to $5, a young man named Frank Lowe the
other day pummelled the Quide man. He was
fined $27. This is a warning against Lowe
conduct, and ought to be taken by editors as
well ag their agsailants.

Cartwright’s Speeoch on the Syndicate.

"y Thereare threeh
theses, Mr, Ohainnygg:




