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THE. CHURCH GUARDIAN,

- THE OFFICE OF DEACONESS,

At an interesting service which took place in
Holy Trinity Church, Philndelphia, on the oc-
ension of the setting apart of five trained wo-
men to the ofice and work of Deaconess in the
Church, Bishop Whitaker, of TPennsylvania,
made an address in which he said :

This is a service appointed for setting apart
of women to the office of Deaconess in the
Church, 'They are set apart for any offlce
which woman may render to humanity in the
name of Christ, but especially for such work as
required training. The Deaconess is bound by
no vows but those similar to a Dencon; she is
not pledged to unmarried life, and is under the
direction of the bishop of the Diocese or & Pres-
byter, The warrant for this is two-fold—it has
historical precedent and inherent propriety,
The ofttce of Deaconess is not an innovation of
modern times, but simply the revival of an
office Iargely used in the carly Church. The
revised version in the New Testament places
the word * Deaconess ’ in the margin, where
the translation ia #Servant.” In I Timothy
the writer, speaking of the work of Deacons,
goes on tospeak of the work of woman. We find
recognition of the Deaconess in the second, third
and fourth centuries. It is beyond question

in the.-Church of Constantinople, when St. -

Uhrysostom was Bishop, there were at least
forty Denconesses attached to the mother
shurch, For six centuries in the Clhureh of the
West, this office was exercised in a greater or
less degree; it was distinetly recognized by
Bishops and Councils. In the Rast it was re-
placed by a new type of womanly picty ; thut
system is admirable in somo respects. There
was a time when the cloister and convent, were
the only retreat for devotion and study, It had
one futal defect which soon vitiated its whole life
—it divorced the life of those who entered it
from the common life of the Church, and there
grew up a conception of the Christian life nlto-
gether false, and that those in the order were
holier than those on the outside of it, Woman
gavo up her baplismal nume as too profane for
holy life, her hair was cut short and her vesture
indicated that she was dead to all human affec-
tion, From that day to this, it can be proved,

I believe, that in proportion as the severity of

ihe monastic disciplino was extended, the bene-
ficences diminished, and those orders that pre-
served the freest life always produced the most
cffective Sisters of Charity.,

From the twelfth to the fifleenth cenlury the
order of Deaconcss disappeared, and with tho
Reformation we find it first in Prussia and in
Holland, but it developed slowly. The work
soon revived in Xngland, and Miss Iry esta-
blished the first Deaconess House in London.

In 1859, Pastor Tliedner established a Den-
coness MHouso in Pittsburgh. The movement
for the restoration of the office began inour own
Chureh witk the Jate Bishop Alonzo Potter, in

1850, when he introdueed a resclution in the’

House of Bishops. In 1836, the first Deaconess
House of our Church was opened at Baltimore.
In 185% or 1859 there was one in Alabama; in
1861 one in Long Island, In 1862 such a house
was opened in Philadelphia, and in 1869 a com-
mittes was appointed by the Board of Missions
to consider the matter, It reported in 1870 re-
commending the establishment of the training
House, and in I871 direct action was taken by
the General Convention. It passed through
difforent stages until, in 1889, a canon on Dea-
conesses was enacted, which is now the law of
the Church, The Woman's Auxilinry is a
manifestation of the same spirit that there ig
a great power in the women of the Church not
yet bearing all the fruit of which it is capable.
There has been a strong tendency to community
life, It is true thatit is as strong here asin
the Church of England, It is possible for a

community to live under tho rule of sisters, and
yot keep in touch with tho interest of the
Church at laxge. It is cssential to the perser-
vation of the Diaconate of women that it should
be kept in touch with the Bishop and not be in-
dependent. There is nothing antagonistic to
the right idea of n Sistorhood in the office of
Deaconess, In this land women cxercise a
commanding influence such as can bo found no-
where olse in the world.  In all our large cities
we see conditions not met by the owdinary pa-
rochinl administration.

LPISCOPACY,

“ They all "—(i. -e., the early Fathers)—
“ coneur in pro'viug the one point in question—
that none can preach exeept they be sent ; that
none was permitied to become the teacher
without authority from those to whom the
power of ordaining had been committed; that
the primitive Church, in its first ages, ndopted
the very system which has been handed down
from the days of tho apostles to the present
hour, and is maintained in its greatest purity by
the Episcapal Churches—that there should bein
every Christian society, the tencher who or-
dains ; the teacher who joins the ordainer, hut
without him has no power to send the laborer
into the vineyard ; and the teacher who assists
the former, and is the candidate for the ligher
offices in the Church of God, Thus it is that
primitive antiquity confirms the general truth,
All societies must have some government, and
the principle of Episcapacy, rightly considered,
will be found to pervade every system of polity
that has ever been adopted by mankind. Among
the Christian Churches it is called bishop, priest,
and deacon ; or ruler, teachor, assistant, It
corresponds with the polity of patriarehal go-
vernment, the father, the first horn, and the
younger children—vith the high priest, priest,
and Levite of the Mosaic orders—uwith that of
the Jews after their dispersion, in the apaestle
who visited their synagogucs, the -clders
of the aynagogue and ‘the chazan, or
minister—with that of the Romans in their
Pontifex Maximus, the pontifices, and the lower
priesthood—with that of the Prosbyterians, in
the moderator, presbyter, and the condjutor, It
is the langunge of nature, of Scripture, and of
aw, and there should ever be in cvery saciety,
Church, kingdom, or family, the authority to
ritle, the active agent to administer the plans of
tho ruler, and the assistani to the two in all
things. I mention these things beeauso I believe
that Hpiscopacy must be the chief means of un-
ion among Christians ;-thut as Popery is the
perversion of Ipiscopacy to despotism, and
Presbyterianism the perversion of Kpiscopacy
to the destruction of nil anthority ; the govern-
ment of Christians by bishop, pricst, and dea-
con, according to itk outline in Seripture, and jts
completion in Catholic antiquity, cver is, and
ever will be, the best hond of union to o con-
scientious clergy and a divided 1)eople. Episco-
pacy wag the oftspring " [of lloly Scripture]
“of the best and purest ages, when Christians
were more wise, more holy, more united than
uny subsequent age. It preserves the Church
from the usurpations.of the Papacy, and theo
confusions of the rabble-democracy of sectarian-
ism, It is worthy of our admiration and sup-
port, for it commends itself to our consciences,
as Seriptual; to our reason, as useful; and fo
our desire for happiness nnd repose, as the
blender into nne holy union of order, peace, and
trath."—Ecclesiastical and Ctvil History,

FOR VESTRYMEN.

I bhave on more than one occasion spoken
plainly enough to my brethren who were about
to be admitted to holy orders on this subject of

their relation to their brothren of the luitywha
were office bearors in tho Church, and I must
now be equally candid with those whom more
ospecially I address to-day. If I woro asked for
threo rules {o govorn ono who holds office ns
warden or vestryman under any rector or min-
ister, they would bo—

Do not expect too much at first,

Cultivnte kindly relations at whatover cost.

Be loyall

Tho Ministry has its troasure in carthorn
vessels, and its suecoss in bringing trensure forth
is depondent, in a large proportion of cases, on
the sympathy and enconragement that ovokes
it. But thero is no one in holy orders whoso
gifts nro so modest and whose aptitudes aro so
meugre that you and I, by judicious co-opern-
tion and by kindly encouragemont, cannot
manko them greater. There are parishes in this
diocese where it is a porpotual delight and re-
freshment to mo to linger, because there is
in them what I can not better deseribe than n
family fecling—the burdens and the triumphs,
the discourngements nnd the aspirations, all
shared in common, and love gilding the whole
with # radience forever supremely its own,
Instances of maladjustment there will bo—the
right man in the wrong place. and alas, unfits
ness, and even unworthiness, somelimes; but
even then a manly and brotherly tendornoss ean
soften the inevitable wound,prudence und charity
can cultivate n discreet reserve, equity can be -
kopt from passing over into eruclty and Christ
be not wounded in the house of His friends,

And, onthe other hand, whero the pastoral
relation is one of mutual confidence and regard
itis possible for those whose act has mainly
created that relation, and who, next to tho rec-
ton are the officiul representatives of the parish,
almost indelinitely to multiply a ministor's
efficiency. Without flattery or affection of
partizauship oflen a more evil thing in its effects
in u parish than open hostility, a lnyman offi-
cially rolated to his rector may continunlly make
him  gensible how the causo of Christ and 1lis
Church is with both of them, a common cause,
und how sincerely the one, with the other,
desires its truest prosperity. How many
vestrymen, I wonder, aro in Church on Sunduny
afternoons ! 1low many even vinit the Sunday
school 7 1lew many ina country parish,if they
cunnot give their means, give o day's work to
the church or the rectory ? Theso are extrome-
ly homely questions, it may be objected, oven in
such a connection amy this, but indeed, denr
brethren, unless I am to leave the whole matter
up in the air, they belong to tho class of ques-
tions which T am construined Lo usk, und which
you mny well try, at least, to answor |—Bishop
Potter, '

EDITORIAL NOTES.

—

WE call atiention particnlarly to the circular
issucd by the Committec of the Diocese of Fro}
dericton, in rogard to a memorial of the late
Bishop of Fredericton, which appears in our
“Home Field" columns, Tho object is one
which will doubtless commiend itself to Church-
men in all paris of Canada. Certainly, the work
which the Rt. Rev, Dr. Medley was able to ac-
complish has had and will still have an influenco
fur beyond the bounds of his own Diocese and
his adminisiration, so prolonged, was one of un-
doubted ability and powor, Somo are disposed
to cavil at the appointment of English priests
us bishops here, but the Ipiscopate of the late
Dr. Medley as well as that of Bishop Fulford
and others might bo used as an argument in
favor of the practice. '



