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THR CHURCH GUARDIAN,

with which the New Testament is filled, how
does association on equal terms with worldly
and ungodly people appear ? - When we mingle
with them in theaire, opera or hall, are we not
walking in the counsel of the ungodly, and sit-
ting in the seat of the scornful ? Does not the
.Christian thereby lose his identity as & follower
of Him who was despised and rejeoted of men ?
Is he rocognised as.a pilgrim and a stranger
dead unto sin, consecrated to & warfare against
the prince of thia world ? And can he be truly
.paid to be bearing his oross * when ail men
speak well of him"” as *broad,” *tolerant,”
eto., beoause he never obirudes his religions
views upon men and, while mixing freely with
.the world, never testifies that the works there-
of are evil ? .

I have litile sympathy with those who main-
tain that it is & Christian's duty to go where
the world goes in order to save the world.
There would be some force in this plea, did
Christans follow their Lord’s exsmple in this
respeot, and while sitting among the Pharisees
fearlessly denounce their sins and point them
to the Truth; or, while eating with publicans
and sinvers, tell of the loving Father who is
ever waiting to welcome home His prodigal
son. But they must be ready to aoccept the
consequences. The society of the present day
would olose its doors against such fanatios, ard
while it wounld perhaps 1mpose its persecutions
in & more refined and modern mauner than in
the time of the early martyrs, the persecution
would be none the less real and unrelenting,

Moreover, ag we are commanded,  Come out
from among them, and be ye separate,” what
protection have they against the wiles of the
world, the flesh and the devil, whomingle with
the world on cqual terms, withont the banner
of the oross over them, its armour upon them ?
How many there are who have entered the
enemy's citadel to save those who are held
captive, and are in the end themselves made
oaptives!

And how much better to form one of the at-
tacking army outside, wielding hearty blows
for the Lord, than to be within, seeking to win
over a deserter here and there at the risk of our
own salvation | :

The experience of Lot is & case in point.
Choosing the pleasantest and ricbest country,
he pitched bis tent towards Sodom, whose in
habitants * were wicked and sinners before the
Lord, exceedingly.” He is next fonnd in Sodom
perhaps expecting to convert ifs inhabitants to
the true religion, Overtaken by the misfor.
tune by which Sodom was oaptured by its ene-
mies and carried away captive by them, he does
not heed the warning, but, after his rescue by
Abrahem, is found sitting in the gate of Sodom
a8 one of its prominent citizons. From this
doomed ocity he iz most unwillingly dragged
away, with the loss of his wife, his sons, and all
his property, with a blemished reputation—and

no gonverts ! :
" A remark of the Rey. Mr, Aitken, the cele-
brated mission preacher, in spesking on this
subjeot of the Christian’s position in regard to
worldly smusements, is worth considering.
“ Can we imagine the Lord Jesus attendingone
of these gatherings? Can we even imagine
Him vigiting & house in order to * pass &
pleasant evening 7" ‘

All this is very * narrow.” Yes, and *“nar-
row is the way that leadeth unto life,” snd
surely they who arestriving to enter the sirait
gate, to walk the narrow way, need to be
* narrow” in the best sense in their own con-
duct., It is not a Christian's part to judge

others, but he should deal with himself very |y

strictly ; keep down, by God's grace, the * car—
nal mind ;" control “the lusi of the eye, the
lust of the flesh and the pride of lire,” and give
the world no occasion to doubt his position as
a good eoldier of Jesus Christ.

What might not the Brotkerhood of St. An-
drew accomplish for God and for souls, were
each member thug willing to deny himself, and

With these words in our minds, and others

tal;:e up his oross in this consecrated warfare !
With what power would they be endned ! They
would be no longer seen in worldly gathering
except 88 there openly doing their Father's
business, Their words would be burning words,
piercing to the souls of men, becanse inspired
by the Holy Qhost. Their faces would be like
Stephen's, shining with the light of God.
Everywhere men would recognize them as hav-
ing been with Jesus, And their light would
shine among men, and souls through them
would be born into the kingdom, and God's
name would be glorified.

Is this impossible? Brothers, lot us pray for
it fervently, unceasingly to Him with whom
all things are possible—ZF. W. Perry, in St.
Andrew’s Cress.

EARNEST WORDS,

We take the following from an addrees of
the Rev. Dr, McKim, rector of the Church of
the Epiphany, Washington, D. C. They are
app.icable to all Christians everywhere.

* In looking forward to the duties devolving
upon us sll, the words of the Master sound
with & solemn impressiveness in our ears:
¢ Work while it iscalled to day ; the night comelh
when no man can work.” We think of the Church

as the Ark of God in which wo find rofage; ss
the Home in which we find sholter and sood
and rest; but thisis only oneside of the ides
of the functions and office of 1he Church. She
is appointed —and every one of her congrega
tions is appointed—to do the work of Gd in

the world, to seek and to eave tholost, to
strengthen the weak, to reclaim tho wanderer,
to publish Christ's Gospal, and to live His Gos

pel among men; and that mermt that the
Church. is to embody in her life the life and

example of Christ, whose miuistry was a min

istry of self sacrificing love and labor for the
bodies and souls of men. Into this work and
ministry every disciple of Christ is baptized.
It follows that every member of this parish of
Epiphany is oalled to do his part in the great
and holy and solemn work which Curist com

mitted to His Church, He is not in tbe
Church merely that He may be inctruoted and
oomforted and edified; he must also take his
part of the work of God among men, To bo 8
member of the Churoh of Christ, and to do no
work for Chriet, is to dishonor aund repudiate
one's abligations as His disoiple. Let us recall
the words of the Evening Prayer for family
worship in our American Prayer Book: ‘ Bo
gracious unto Thy Ohurch, and grant that
every member of the same, in his vocation and
ministry, may serve Thee faithfully. It be-
hooves us to note carefally the fast that each
one of us has & ¢ vocation and ministry’ in the
Church of God, for the faithful exercise of
which we are respongible, We should realize
that sll life is holy, and all its activities should
form part of the sphere in which this our min-
istry is to be exercised., The Christian spirit
in one important sense breaks down the barrier
between tho sacred and the secular, not, how-
ever, to render the sacred secular, but on the
contrary, to make the secular sacred—to ex-
tend the lines of the consecrated ground till
they embrace all our energies and all our ocon-
pations, This should be the fervent parpose of
each Christian man, to do a4/l his work, and fo
take all his enjoyments, a8 a servant and a child
of Gad, in His fear and under His control, ‘8s
unto the Lord and not unto men,’ in the spirit
of the apostolic injanotion, ¢ Whether therefore
o eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do sll to
the glory of God. In our buying and selling,
in our shops and cfices, in our business and
our pleasure, above sll in our homes and by our
firesides, we must be doing the work of God by
living the Gospel, by fncarnating the spirit of
our noly religion. No amount of preaching,
or Sunday school teaching, or distriet visiting,
| or Dorcas Sooiety work, or church attondance,

‘can take the place of this, But booauae this is
the firat, aye, the chiefest thing. it does mnof
follow that it is the only thing which & Chris-
tian man’s ‘vooation and ministry’ inolndes,
Surely we should each one ask, ‘Have I no
work to do for God in conueotion with the ap-
pointed agencies and activities of the Church
of God, its oharitable, its educational, and its
wissionary organizitions?’ Lot no mau say,
¢T have not oapamty or talent for suoh work,’
Let him remember that the fwicked aud
slothful servaut’ was he who had but one falent
and who was condemned benause he buried tha
one talent in the earth.”—Parisk Visitor, N, ¥

THEODORE TALBOT.

The Spectator, in a recent issue, gives &
brief sketoh of a noble character and a bonefi-
cent oareer,” that is well worth reproduction,
It is called forth by the printing, for private
circulstion, of & memoir of Theodore Talbot, &
layman-of the Church of England, who lived a
singualarly noble and devoted life. Ho was born
in 1839, the son of Mr, Christopher Talbot, &

man of rare mathematical and soientifio attain-
ments, who, 8t the time of his death last Janu-
ary, was the *father” of the House of Com-
mons. After an honorable university oareer,
ho threw himself with great enmergy into the
Volanteer Movement, bocoming successively
Captain, Major, and Lieutenant-Colonel of his
county corps. He was an admirable shot, a
striot dirciplinarian, and & thorough master of
drill. He took a farm of hisfather's and worked
on commercial prinoiples. His zeslous tom-
persment found a vent in hunting, Ho persis-
tently deolined Parliamentary honors, fecling
his sphere of usefulness to be elsewhere, That
sphere was found to lie in & very unoxpeoted
quarter,

“ From his early dass Thoeodore Talbot had
been of a devout and thoughtful temperament.
Be had a high conception of his duty towards
God, keen sympathy with the sufferings of his
fel'ow-men, and an abiding sense of responsi-
bility for the gifts of life, health, activity,
wealth, position and social influence.” In the
London Mission of 189 he made acquainlance
with cne of the ourates of St, Alban's, Holborn,
who became his most intimate friend,
“ Through this friendship he was drawn to St.
Alban’s Church, and in its parochial work be
found his true vocation and developed the most
charaoteristic and most beautiful parts of his
noble nature. From this period he practioaily
disappesred from socioty when he was in Lion-
don; his time was spent in the slams of Hol.
born instead of the drawing rooms of Belgravia
and Mayfair, He joined one of the St, Alban’s

arochial guilds, of which the objsot was to
Ering young workingmen and lads together in
s real brotherhood, He stood god-father for
the street arabs at their baptism ; he carried the
dead to burial; he fed the hungry, reasoned
with the sceptioal, and taught the ignorant in
the Sunday schools.”

On his fatber's estate he promoted the restora-
tion of churches and the improvoment of wor-
ship, and co-operated in the work of the earnest
minded olergy. * All this exaberance of out~
ward ‘effort was only the expression of an
inward spirituality as keen and intense as ever
apimated & human life. He bad in a singular
degree the gift of childlike faith in the Unseen,
in the Fatherhood of God and the mysteries of
the - Mediatorial Xingdom, ‘I only live for
God's glory,’ he said ; and it was no idle vannt.
His progress in the spiritual life was steady
and manifest. He gradually learned to control
the impatience of a naturally quiock temper, to
submit to rebuke, and to humble himself before
those whom he had wronged.”

“Thus alike in his inward charaoter and in
his outward life, he ehowed the reality of a
living faith. He bore constant and enthusiastio
witness to what he belioved to bo the trath; he




