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“ that ‘he wrate threo, and it -was the third -of
these, known a8 the ‘* Mass of Pope Marcellus,”
which saved: chirch® musi@ from entire proserip-
tion. . It'was feit that by that mass the future
destiny’of ‘the saored art was. determined. It
was 80 transcendentally excellent that, at the
close of the service, the.enraptured pontiff said,
«.It must:have been some such music that the
Apostle of - the Apocalypse heard sung by the
angels in-the New Jorusalom.”  Palestrina was
rewarded by the post of composer to the Papal
choir, and was confirmed in that post by seven
sucoessive Popes. - His pay was small and his
life passed in ckronic penury and domestic af-
fiiotion. In 1675 fifteen hundred singers from
his native town entered. Rome with Palestrina
st their-head chanting his belovéd music. He
left an unworthy son whem he bade on his
death bed get his remaining music published to
the glory of God. Thus was he true 10 theend
with that sympathy, piety and purity which
duriug half a century bad drawn him to turn
all the beanties of his fancy and rosources of hia
love to the glory of his Maker. He died in the
‘arms of his dear frignd and confessor. He sub-
jeoted art to the service of nature; it waa not
the beauty of the comstruction of his music
which made it immortal, but the soul in it.
His grave and earnest mind rescned the music
of worship from being tbe vehicle for the con-
veyance of popular melcdies. His genius guided
him on sound principles and introduced a new
epoch, placed him on the loftiest pinacle of
famo, and enshrined him in the hearts of all
true lovers of the art. Besides the piece in the
programme of Palestina’s, the choir would also
sing another of his anthems, the words of which
were, “1 will give thanks to Thee, O Lord, Al-
mighty God; how great and wonderful art
Thou in all the world.” :

(Arcadelt's Ave Maria and Palestrina’s Mise-
rere were sung.))

The next two anthems warked & new epoch

As was often the case after great masters, the
period of Palestrina was followed by one of
great but not complote decadence, until the
polyphonic school died out in 1561. Of the
great English composers of.the seventeonth
century he spoke last May, but the next marked
epoch in foreign ehurch music was marked in
1733. Bach and Handel threw a flood of colox
over the eighteenth century. Johann Sebastian
Bach was born at Eisenach, in Sauzony, in 1685,
and Handel was born st Halle in the same
year. Bat though Bach was twico at Halle
they did not seem to have met. They united
in their own persons all the influences and ten:
dencies of modern thought which brought ebout
the revolution from the art of Palestrina to
that of the present day. Handel founded no
sochool, he exhausted zll that art conlddo in the
direction of oratorio. The two composers were
not alike; Bach lived in retirement, Hande)
lived ia & blaze of publicity. Bach appealed to
the most serious ; Handel to all. Handel met
with recognition even in his own lifetime, but
Bach had affected as decply the minds of mod-
ern composers, though his wmusic did not make
s marked impression till fifty years after his
death. It was said that music owed 1o both
almost as much as a religion to ita founder.
Left, as a young boy, under the tyranny of an
elder brother, Bach showed intenso earncstness
In pursuit of musie, getiing hold of a manu-
- goript book of music and cepying it all by

stealth in the moonlight. Having & beantifal
soprano voice he became a choristor at Lune-
berg and during his whole uneventful life, till
he became blind, he devoted his powers to mu-
sical composition. His musio was inspired by
& deeply religious feeling, FEndowed with a
spirit of almont patriarchal simplicity, he was
content with humble circuumstances ; his art
and his family were the two great blessings of
his life. Outwardly, his life was modest and
insignificant ; inwardly, it - was luxariamt in
growth and production. ~Starting with instru-
mental music ke developed it in & new manner,

and created a new style. His character was (ull
of quiet nobleness, modest, yet conscious of
geniuag, he thought genius was patience. The
establishment of his fame waa due to two later
masters. Mozart, hearing one.of his motetts,
said, “Thank God, here is something, and I
can learn something new.” His Passion musio
was firat performed at Westminster Abbey in
April, 1871, and had spread to St. Paul's and
other churches, His Christmas musio had been
performed 'very seldom, except once at Wesat-
minster Abbey, In Handel the music of the
oratorio reached its highest point ; he had been
rightly called the Milton of music and one of
'the greatest composers the world had ever
known. Discouraged by his father, his indom-
itable heart asserted itself, and he taught him-
gelf to play on 2 dumb spinet in & garret until
his genius was diseovered. Fourteen years af-
ter the death of Purcell, Handel came to Lon-
don, and though wo could not claim the glory
of his birth, his grave was in Westminster Ab-
bey, and England rewarded the genius it had
no small part in evoking. He became chapel
master to the Dake of Chandos, but his series
of great works ouly began at fifty-five. * Saunl”
and ¢ Israel in Bgypt' were first performed in
1740, the ** Messiah ” was performed at Dablin
in 1742. 1t was devoted first to the oause of
charity and the service of the lowly, and
brought in £10,000 to the Foundling Hospital,
and had since brought in many thousands of
pounds to many & holy cause. Thus, Handel
consecrated his greatest work to the help of
the unfortunate little ones, and perhaps it was
that tbought from which the * Meussiah " oanght
one more tons of his best inspiratien and joy.
In 1749 the whole anaience rose to ils feet, ihe
king also in tears, when the ‘‘Hallelujah Cho.
rus” was begun, and that was why people rose
at the performance of the chorus. In the “*Mes-
siah ” Lo united the finest of all themes to the
noblest of all music. Well might it be so, for

‘Ime said he seemed to sse the heavers open and

an innmerab'e host of angels singing round the
throne of God. In later years he became blind,
but he rose indomitably above the afiliction
and would still play for his oraterios, and he
was led out very pale to receive the reward of
his genins. His whole mind showed some of
the best fealures of the English character—
stubborn, independent. fearless, true, generous
feeling, horror of all proeténce and false senti-
ment hiding itsclf undor a blunt address. Ho
developed ideas out of facts, not facts out of
ideas. Something he learnt from Purcell, bat
in clearness of ideas and directness of means
stood supreme, as also industry. He regarded
his life as a kind of priesthood and devoted it
to his art. He prayed that he might meet his
Saviour on the day of His cracifixion, and on
Good Friday he died.

& [Bach’s “ Ah! my Saviour, I entreat Thee,"”
and Handel's ** How beautifal are the feet,”
were then sung. ]

(1o be Continued.)

HOW CAN I BEST DEFEND MY
CHURCH?

——

By the Rev. W. Burnet in *“ The Dawnof Day.”

Vory much has been thought, written, and
said of late about disestablishing and disendow-
ing the Church of England—more that at any
previous time. Strenuous efforts are being
made by misguided men {o bring about the
separation of the Church from the State, and to
rob her of her sacred rights and posscssions.
S0 long as this is the case it is tho bounden
duty of Churchmen, clergy or laity, rich or
poor, learned or uniearned, io manfully resist
these altacks by all legitimate means. Still,
mapy may feel that their position is so lowly,
and their influcnce so slight, that, except dur-
ing an election, they can do little or nothing in

the matter. This, howover, would be a vory
gerions mistake, as we can casily prove.

The Church is the Body of Christ and has -
many members, some more honourable .than -
others. As, therefore, the strength of the
human body depends on the vigour and health-
iness of its different parts, so, if wo would
strengthen the Church, we shall best do so by
strengthening the several members of whieh
it is composed. In the first plade, then, let
each member endeavour to cultivate a more
intelligent acquaintance with the constitution
and principles of the Church to which he
belongs. The many false statoments about the
Church would never have been so widely oir- ' -
culated, or 8o readily believed, if the truth had
been better known on these subjects, Cheap
bocks and pamphlets, such as “The English-
man’s Brief in behalf of his National Church,”
are within the reach of all, in which the faots
of the oase are correctly and clearly stated.
These contain sound, straightforward answers .
to the objections made to the relation of the
Church to the State, and Lo her oluims to tithos
and other endowments. By examining them
carefully Churchmen may satisfy themselves
of the justico of their cause, and may help
others to a fuller understanding of it. Then
there is & book in every one's hands, which,
next to the Bible, ought to be not only used for
devotion, but thoughtfully studied. [t is the
Book of Common Prayer. A good Scotch
Presbyterian minister some years ago used to
exhort his brother ministers to stady ' their
prayers. It was excellent advice, siuce they
had to compose the prayers for their congre.
gations. But he could not have said the same
to the members of their flocks, inssimuch as
they could not know beforechaund what their
minister would pray for, or in what words.
Sach, happily, is not our case. With our com-
prehensive and Scriptural Liturgy before us,
we may always be sure of the fitness of the
petitions in which we shall be invited to join,
nor can we find better words than the chaste
aud beautiful language, whercin sainis and
confessors of old loved to breath ount their
desires to God.  Surely, then, these prayers
deserve to be more carefully pondered than
they often are. So shall we discover a depth
and falness of meaning in them, which our
very familiarity had hadden from us,

But there is anether way in which Church-
men may effectually defend their Chureh, and
that is by incroased liberality in its support.

Should that dark day over dawn upon our
land when Pavliament should boe induced to
cast off its national allegianee to God, and to
strip His Church of the efferings of her pious
sons, Churchmen of all classes, in town or coun-
try,will be called uponto contribute to her main-
tenance far more largely than now. To be fore-
warned is to be forearmed ; and it will be well
for all to cultivate the habit of giviog rogularly
according to our ability te the expenses of
Divine worship, tho repairs and preservation of
our parish churches, and, when neccssary, to
the payment of the clergy, schools, and other
i);arochial machinery, besides foreign missions,

y a little forethought and self-denial, the
penny a week may become twoperce or even
sixpence, the sixpence may grow to a shilling,
the shilling into half-a-crown, and so on, Alms-
giving wil'lzbe felt to be a privilege ns well as
a duty, and & wholesome spirit of independence
and self-help will bo acquired.

Again, if we desire that the Church shounld
not only hold her own, but win her way
smongs* all classes of society, all must work
unitedly towards this object. It is not enough
that the clergy take the lead, as they are bonnd
to do, in this good work; but all, who have the
love of Christ and of men's soule in their
hearts, must be ready to assist. All bave not
the same ability, or education, or leisure; yet
cach may do romething, whoether as Sanday-
school teackers, or choristers, or oolloctors, or
visitors. The call to every Christiag is this:
¢ Son, go work to-day in My vineyard.”

The Ohristian Indians near MNetlakatls,



