
THE COLONEL/S PAIR 0F REDIIEADS

his rivais, slowly lighted it
ked towards the door.
g te pack up, Jimmy ?" sucer-

ai paneed aud haif turned.
c snswered, "going up to un-

erept tardily up from the
ihow the curling waves of the
mping white teeth lit the low,
ured sky. 'Martin, croiiched
lind, eyed his bobbing decoye
idered if Billy and the cap-
e yet iu their respective hides.
harp «tak-tak" of two double
speaking almost lu unison,

,i bis anewer. H1e gripped the
in on bis kuees aud glauced
Irds the blinde at the curve
mke. Apparently the captaixi
ly were shooting froxu the

de. Rad they bagged auy?
wondered.
in answer to the thouglit a
of lew-flyiug red.-heads grew

Df the mist and ewung in to-
is blind. As the frantic ducics
sud turned against the wind
wiugs, the Wiuchester cough-

irnes, deliberately as the tick-
eok. And at every cough

crumpled up and feUl sprawl-
the wind-whlpped water.
came the report of the other

gn.This tixue Martin sw
i dancing on the waves sud

*t they were gathering dead

,educed bis pipe sud tobacco.
t tbem bag theru, ho theught,
led and lit the eld brier-roet.

blue-bills darted above hlm
02d went dowu with the wind
,fl peed.
a novice at the work of duck-

h ol ave taken a snap
that retreating floek of ducks

chneof body-erippling a
two. But Martin was no no-
le simxvly sauk lower iu Mas

the flock turu-

Pd and curved back tewards hlim.
driopp)ing low as they sed towards
the doeoys. Once aigain they swept
out.slde thie woeden ducke--ithen, ais
before, eped eutward. Stili M1artin
did not shoot. Ife kuew, f roi ex-
p)eriencie, that a flock of bline-bille will
invariably carne abeve deoys thire
times. Ile knew aise that, on return-
ing for the third time, if they did [lot
liglit, they would net return again.
Accordingly bie braeed hiinseit and
waited the ineomers, whicb badl agalu
turned sud were speeding towards
hixu.

This time as they flaabed abo)ve Mas
decoys, Martin's «pump)er» spoke
agalu, eharply sud deliberately.
Through the deepenuxxg liglt bie was
able te cotint the birde which the
wind had driven inte shore. Twelve
ail told. Net a bad begiuuiug, theught
MHartin.

Othier ducks came lu te him, in uin-
gles, twoe sud lu tattered remunants of
flocks. Noon fouud hlm with ei<hty-
one ducka as a showing. He weonder-
ed how the captaiu snd Billy had
fared. Ail moning their guns had
beeu kept buy.I anether heur
would cerne the. grand show-dowu,
wheu ho would kuew whether hoe or
his rvals would havto goba< to the
city. 11e equatted iu his blind and
waited. But the wind bad chsugod,
the sky had become clear, the duc*s
had ceased te fiy.

An heur later Martin loaded Mas
ducks into higskêiff sud paddled shore-
ward. 11e had seeu the other boans
going lu a few minutes before. Mlar-
ion aud hier fathor had gene first,
Billy sud the captain eose behind.

Martin had a premonitien that hoe
had failed-failed by a sbade. Try
as ho would, hoe eeuld flot shake the
feeling. off.

They were waitiug for hlm at the
landlng. "How manyt> were the first
words et BiUly sud the captain as h.
landed. Martin saw Marion's cager
face as she waited for his reply.

"Eîghty-one,» ho answered. "And
>ou V»


