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FALSE CANADIANS,

It has unfortunately been a frequent subject
of complaiut for several years past, that certain
public men and & number of public journals,
in the prosecution of partisan ends, have seized
every available opportauity to abuse this coun-
try, or at least to place it in a false light.
Better terms are asked for Manitoba; the
Prairie Provinee is desenbed as a wilderness of
Britizsh Columbia seeks admission
into the Confederation. The Pacific I'rovinece
is pictured asa *‘ sea of mountains.” lmmigra.
tion is urgad as a vital condition of the progress
of the North-West; Keewatin and the other
territories are set down as bleak expauses of un.
fraitful snow. If the Government advertize
land tosell on the track of the Canadian Pacific
Railway we are instantly told that the laud is
given away at half its price. [f the Canadian
Pacific Railway or the Hudson's Bay Company
wish to dispose of their land, we are at once in-
formed that they are asking far too much for it.
Then our institutions are belittled, and our
colonial connection is made a pretext to charge
us with narrowness of aims and a purely selfsh
patriotism,

There is no need mincing words in the denun-
ciation of such wretched tactics. Party spirit
is one thing, love of country is another. We
may be an ardent Liberal or s staunch Tory,
and yet bea Canadian above all. Indeed, we
should be a Canadian above all. The principle
of ¢* Canada First’” has been abused, but it ex.
presses a national idea, and is the foundation
of & vivacious patriotism. They are very wiser.
able men who prostitute their peus or speech in
the lowering of their native country, aud if one
party systematically did thiy, that party would
deserve to be ostracised for ever. Unfortunately
men of sll parties indulge in this abominable
practice whenever it suits their purposcs, alto-
- gether regardless of the general cotisequences on
the well-being of the country. It is one of the
relics of that colonialisin, out of which we are
rapidly emerging, that party is set before any
thing else. But now we are much more thau
colonies. We are a distinet nationality aud
Canadians can boast of having a country,

Our American neighbors set us a salient ex-
smple in this respect. No where does party

sage bush.

passion run higher than in the United States ;

nowhere do personal politics have such unlim.
ited sway ; nowhere are the characters of public
men so outrageously traduced, and nowhere are
more unscrupulous means employed to secure a
partizan victory, yet in no other land is the
national spirit so alive and active. An’ Ameri-
can is never heard, uuder any circumstances, at
home or abroad, to “run down' his uative
country. No American paper, however scur-
rilous, but will spring to the defence when the
least woud is uttered against the Republic and
its institutious. One may occasionally laugh at
the iniocent egotism of Americans when speak.
ing of themsolves, but we cannot help admiring
their undoubting and inexhaustible patriotism.

Canndians are engaged upon a very arduous
work. They have undertaken to build up strong
and high the tower of a new nationality. To
succeed in this attempt there is need of an
union of hearts and hands. 1§ we fall 1o uar-
relling amoug ourselves, our construction may
turn out a second tower of Babel.

GOSS1r OF 1HE WEEKR,
Iris calculnted, with some show of reason,
that the Winter Carnival brought between
$75,000 to §100,000 to Montreal.

-
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Tue tide of immigration is still pouring in.
This is the first winter that there is not a com-
parative lull in the arrival of settlers from
beyond the sea.

.
@

A tawse number of Methodist bodies held
their annual meetings in Ontario last week, and
with remarkable unanimity voted in favor of
the basis-of Union new pending in the Church.

-
.« 8

Tue Ontario Legislatare has been dissolved
after a fraitful session of tive weeks and, with-
out lo-s of time, unew elections have becu
ordered to take plave on the 27th inst.  All the
probabilities point to the return of the Mowat
Administration.

.
v e

Tur Dominion Legislature opens on Thurs.
day of this week. 1t will be interesting as the
initiation of a new Tarliament, but beyond
that the proceedingz will probably be brief and
rapid. With proper management, the adjourn-

ment should be reached by Easter.

-
* *

There is no improvement in the condition of
Ireland. The welcome intelligence comes that
the aathorities are at last on the track of the
hasnix Park murderers. more than
Irishinen should be anxious to have this dread
mystery unveiled.

None

-
.

It wounld be improper to prejudge the report
of the School Inquiry Commission in this city,
but certaiuly enough has been revesled to justify
the appointiaent of that body. They are about
proceeding to investigate the books and papers
of the Protestunt Board,

-
-

WoRKINGMEN's candidates have been nomin.
ated in East and West Toronto for the coming
Provineial elections. We beli this is the
first attempt of the kind hithérto made in
Canada, and is significant of a movement which
ia bound to develop itself in this country as it
has done for years in the older lands.

-
- .

Tue chief scientific and literary bodies of the
country have chosen delogates to represent
them at the next meeting of the Royal Society of
Canada next May, This is as it should he. [f
our Royal Society is ever to signify anything, it
ought to be the rallying point of all the intel.
lectual activity of the Dominiou.

*
. o

Mg. Joux Reape, F.R.8.C,, read 2 very in-
teresting and important letter on ** Pre-Colum.
ban Discoverios in America,” before the Liter-
ary and Historical Society of Quebee, last
Friday. Mr. Reade is one of our foremost liter.
ary men, and it is s source of satisfaction that
e i coming forwurd to stimulate inquiry into

the primitive aunals of our Continent,

THE Quobee Government met with a percep-
tible check lnst week on resolutions pointing to
taxation in municipalities, This is the burn. !
ing «question in the Province at present, but
there is no use shirking it. There scems no
escape from onr present financial troubles ex-
cept through taxation and the sooner our people
understand this the better.

.
-

Ler us not forget the poor.  The wiunter has
boen bright and bracing, but unusually severe,
and the destitute have suftered in consequence.
It is pleasant to kuow that the different bene-
voleut societies have so far been equal to the
occasion. It is the duty of us all tosee that
they are kept supplied till Spring.

-
= -

Tur political erisis has subsided in France, a
uew Ministry has been sworn in and the wheels
of Government are again moving regularly. The
Assembly did not go the length of banishing
the dynastic princes, but accepted a compromise
whereby these should be under surecillunce,
with their nltimate fate in the hanls of the
Executive.

»
v »

I spite of the etforts of good men on both
sides, it is to be feared that we are about to have
a Mayoralty contest on the narrow lines of ua.
tionality. This is deplorable and discouragiog,
Mr. Henry Bulmer bas consented to stand at
the requisition of sowe 3,000 representative
voters, aud it was hoped that Mr. Daaudry
would peacefully withdraw in presence of such
a manifestation of the public desire.  There is a
dim chauce that he may yet be prevailed npon
to do seo.

-
. »

Tur transfer of the North Shore Iilway to
the Grand Trunk Company, if it really takes
place, will be an event of the highest commer-
cial bearing, inasmuch as it will give the latter
corporation command of the tratlic on both sides
of the St. Lawrence between Montreal and
uebes. Henceforward we must look to the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railways
exercising powerful infleence on the political
destinies of the country.

-
. &

Tur Quebee Brauch of the Dominion Tem-
perance Alliance held an execative mecting in
this city last week, at which the following
general plan of work for the ensuing year was
adopted :—The organization of more county
alliances : the organization of local alliances
where  deemed desirable ; assisting county or
local allinnces when necessary ; an alliance pic-
ni¢ daring the summer; promoting vigilauce
committees for the enforcement of lawy and co-
operating with such committees as far us prac-
ticable ; promoting the circulation of temper-
ance literature ; collecting statisticsin reference
to the liquor trattic ; securing improved Provin-
cial legislation, aud co-operating with the Con:-
cil of the Alliance in reference to Dowminion
legislation.

JAMES PAYN, NOVELIST.

Perhaps it will surprise mauny people to hear
of Mr. Payn ns a poet. Yet he first appeared
before the world as a poet of great prowise, if
we are to trust the judgment of Miss Mitford ;
or, indeed, the judgment of a critic of to-day.
It is only a week or two since that the Aca.
demy, in its notice of ““The Friend+hips of Mary
Russell Mitford,” quoted as Jane Porter's these
twa stanzas, with the comment that *‘they
deserved a place in every English Authologia :”

PAST 18 PAST.

Dieinter no dend deolight. |
Bring no past to lifo agein ;

Those red ¢hecks with woe are white,
Thase ripe lips aro pale with pain,

Vex not then the huried Llixs

© (Changed to wore divine regret),

sweet thoughts eome from where it livs,
Underneath the violet,

The praixe of the eritic i just, but not justly
viven ; for the lines are not Jane Porter's but
James Payn’s.  Before he was five-and-twenty
he had paoblisked two volumes of verss—** Sto-
ries from Boccaceio " and * Poems "-—but after
that age—ns ants nip of their wings when they
take to dowmestic life—he monlted the learian
plunies of poetry and took to more profitable
prose. He wrote for The Westiminster Review,
for Household Words, and for Chambet's Jour-
nal, of which lust he beeame editor in 1858. 1In
it appeared his firt novel, A Family Scape.

grace ;" and in it appeared also the novel which
first won him fame, *‘Lost Sir Massingberd.” It

lis said to have inereased by twenty thousand

the circulation of The Journul, Unfortunately,
however, for *“ this too, too solid ' serin), some-
thing, which reminds one of an incident in
“Gill Blas," oceurred to sever Mr. Payn’s con-
nection with it.

The severance of Mr. Payn’s connection with
Chambers, which wus as little to the advantage
as to the credit of that jonrnal, was greatly to
the ndvantage of the reading world, for it enab-
led Messrs. Smith and Elder to secure his ser.
vices as their * Reader.” 1n this responsible
post Mr. Payn has made wany brilliant hits
and very few mistakes ; and has some diverting
experiences, A recent and digustrous one of the
latter we have reason to remember. Calling not
long since to see him upon busiuess, we found
him in tears—of laughter. It scemed that just
before a young gentleman of modest mien and
manner, and apparently of not much more than
twenty summers, had called to propose with a
blush the publication of his maguum opus by
the firnr. His youth, hismien, his blush assured
the *‘Reader” that & poet stood before him. But
all doubt upon the point was set at rest when
the young gentleman murmured with maodest
indistinctness the romantic title of his book,
“Phrenitis,”

My dear sir,” said the “Reader,” laying Lis
soothing hand upon his shoulder-~*AMy dear sir,
1 am traly sorry to have to tell you that poetry
is n drug tn the market”

“TPoetry I" exciaimed the outraged author.
“Sir, my work is a treatise ou a disease of the
brain "' and he strade from the room in a rage.
To confound poetry with a form of brain disease
was, after all, a venial mistake in one who had
himself in his youth been so atllicted.  The lu-
natic and the poet, says Shakespeare, are akin.

Mr. Payn’s engrossing and rather harrassing
duties as *‘ Reader” to a great publishing honse
interferes so little with his own work that this
mast prolific of authors bias fiiled overa handped
volumes with his stories, whils contribuzing,
besides, essays to such a magazine as the Nine-
teenth Century and to such a journal as the
Times! Nor, again, does this extraonlinary
fertility affect the quality of his work. Fuw, we
venture to think, will agree with the correspon.
dent whose comment upen his latest venture,
“ Thicker than Water,” our author read to ng
with much gusto the other day :

* Dear sir, you have made a most extraordi.
nary mistake in the commencement of your
new novel.” Here the page, ““writ Inrge ™ of
malice prepense, ended, to give the shocked
suthor time to picture hosrible and unheard.of
mistakes, printers’ errors, ete. Ou turning, with
trembling hand, the leal, hie reads: *“You have
called your novel ¢ Thicker than Water:™
surely you must have meant “ Thinuer than
Water """

That this gentleman is singular in thinking
Mr. Payn has spun himself ont is proved by the
circulation of our author's books mereasing with
the increase of their urber. From the date
of the publication of ** Lost Sir Mussingberd,”
and of its no less brillinnt successor, * By
Proxy,” his popularity has gone on rising
steadily till now, when the first thought of
editors, anxions either to give u fair start to a
new magazine or a fresh spurt to an old one, i
the hope of the help of James Puyn.  Hence.
forth, however, they will have to reckon with
him as their most formidable competiror, through
his recent appointment to the post once filled
by Thackeray, and now vacated by Mr. Leslic
Stephen-—the editorship of the Cornhill Maga.
zine.

Nor is it English editors ouly who compete
for his work. His stories are as widely read and
appreciated in America as at home, and are
translated into half a dozen langunges. We
remember, indeed, but one set of stories which
wers not appreciated in Awericn; and yet they
were goold—too good, perhaps. For years Mr,
Payn maintained & private and pleasant corres.
pondence with an American editor, to whose
magazine he was a regular contributor. To
this correspondent he retailed all the best stories
of his club; and club stories , we know, are
gentlemen'’s stories. When we say ¢ gentle.
men's,” we mean all the word implies, and could
miean no less in speaking of Mr, Payn. Stil),
gentlemun’s stories are not Ladics’ stories.  Pic.
ture, then, our authot’s horror when the inform-
ation was one day delicately conveyed to him
through the proprietors of the magazine that
“their editor was a woman " The long.sufter.
ing Iady could stand it no more, and made her
shy appeal to the nuthorities.

Yet we feel assured that the lady was not
more shocked than her correspondent, for all his
novels have not only the distinction which a
commentator elaimed for Dr. Watt's sermons,
that *‘thero was nothing in them to bring the
blush to the eheek of modesty ;" but also the
distinction of a respect for womanhood as deep
and delicate as that of Lamb’s preux chevalier,
Joseph Paice.. To this in semo degree they owe
their extraordinary popularity—to thisgand to
the genial view they give of human uature in
general.  Aud herein his books reflect their au-
thor—genial, generous ; tha pleasentest compn.
nion, the fastest friend, the most sympathetic
adviser ; equally ready to hold out a hand of
help to the stroggling and of congratulation to
the sucecesstul ; foeling no envy and ingpiring
none, The suceess all wish him, a4 ho takes
commund of the Cornhill, seems aysured already
by his popularity at once with the writers and
with the readers on whose joint support he

relies,




