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THE " MIXED,”

# Necessity' is reported to be utterly *“ig.
novunt of luw,”" ‘and if 30 she consequently ns.
serts Mer rights in the face of all legal inter-
position to the contrary. This proverb may or
may not be unexceptionally true,  But of this
there is little doubt, that she has no sensibil.
ities 1o be touched by the preferences, the likes
or-dislikes of opdinary mortals. Sho imposes,
at will, the most unpliasant experiences, and
is deal to alf grumbling as if to deelire it to be
co mueh wasle time and breath on the part of
the sutferer,  Her doetrine appears to be that
when we are driven to the inevitable we but il
lusirate, in a’somewhat wmartyr-like wpirit, the
axiom,~-** That i a man must do, and ean’t do
as hie likes, e must just do as he ean.”  What
wonder is it that such devtriue, so unpalatable
while the lash of necessity is in ase, should find
some grim satisfaction in the after-bumst of re.
tert 1 For certainly some ventis given to one’s
wortification, if the pains inflicted by necessity
Le unuveoiduble.

OF the iy modes of ccnveynnce in o muodern
use it nay be that to each belongs s eertain
complenient of inconvenience.  And yet the oe-
vasson 18 taken to prumble, if it be dreamed
that there ix one oul of rench sapposed to fur.
nish lighter tax upon the traveller's patience,
But the grutmbling is never any improvement
of the experienee that suggests it nevertheless,

For instoner, the settler beyond the reach of
railway communivation talks but to the wind
if he ejaculates his displeasure while submitting
to the pounding tnflicted on the primitive cause-
way in the ** Dimocrat’’ or Hockaway which
does duty in Her Majesty's mail sereice. The
ol clumsy thing roeks about and thumps all
the samne. Aud it way be no superstition if the
oscillation i soppesed 1o inerease pereeptably
i propottion ax the crusty traveller gives way
1o the wseless fashion of sputsering.

Of conrse we wonhd not expect the tossed pas.
sepger to laugh and eall the ordeal he endures
sowething Joly.  Kuowing it te be anything but
that, he weuld be put dowo ws a hypoenite. To
Le peeasionally throws into the Jap of « follow
javsengner might bear sueh evnstruction, but
thiat in turn the neighbour cocasionally pounces
tack into his own.  And te have one’s sides
bruised, head tortured by the roof, ar to be
cramped ot of all shapr, boldiug on to straps,
itons, of seat tails, conld provoke ne dangh that
witdd fast.  Henee it patience even can be out.
Hed on the visage, and a mariyr silence he
made to ehain the tongue, 1t wust result from
one or ather, or bath, of twe causiderations
which enter inte the soiferer’s muddled brain;
Hemay deem it the most intelligent peliey to
rndure beavely what eannot be vared, or he way
brace diis nerves by the reflection that other
mortals,  boasting of reads graced by steel radl
and stemn power, lhave  also their inconven.
feners tn 11'.3{1"'. Aund vertaindy if this thooght
dees arise, however selfish as anoargument it
may be, iU contains tnore trith than poetry,
And it might not require a mimd that had ex.
ceaded  the literary attainmment demanding a
thitd-elass vertificate 1o show, that, in this sel-
fish reflection, is contained a finding whick
gives to the stage eoach passenger a decided ad.
vautage.  Forois it not moere tolemble to toss
alwit at the merey of an averge mail coach,
under the conviction that the journey is being
made st the very Lighest speed possible to the
region, rather than rravel at snail pace belitnd
 propelbng foree, well able to Lasten its motion
fuuriold

Steam whistles ipdend ¢ They - miny he the
vepcex of civilization, or the utterance of gening
~~ar auy other thing poets chiowse 1o call them.
But when they prate over activities tardy
ennugh to make a superannuated coach horse
laugh, no rhetorical ligures are needed to desig.
uate them.

Funey the ghost of Grorge Steplonson’on one
side of the track, and Baslam's tong-rared con-
panion on the other, at the precise moment
when  the average * Mixed” s dragging its
weary way along the average milway, Methinks
the deep wail of the gifted discoverer from the
oné side, would intersect the wuve of braving
laughter from the other, at the angle common
1o the volley of o firiug party over a comrade’s
srave, while the unfortunate mortals, who
mng by the tail of the twenty orthirty jointed
thing, denominated the wmixed, are the victims
of emotions tetally umdefinuble by written lau-
Luage. :

One eannot resist thie eriticism of the title
given to this low type of railway conveynnee,
the mor: because it is.s0 suggestive  of that.
auality which is said to give spice to life.  But.
the very first Iexsan taken in the study of the
name dispels ull expectation. that the aphorism
noted has any application to this subject, - For
the title, «lm\bl{em given innhary, and possi-
bly suggested, as mwany others have bean, from
some derisive . reference to ity is justified by
every imaginable featare possessed by the thing
designated, and borne outin all ity movements
and “manngement. - ** Mixed, mixed and ne-
thing but mixed.” .

What more appropriate terny could be applied
to its general ““minke up ' Cars-of all shades
of colour, brown, blue, black, light drab, dark
drab, Indian riad, French grey-—aml many maore,

~so faded thiat no - oneean determine the hue. of
- the. present or. the pigment of the past j—enrs
open, ears close, cars with decks, ears without,
cars for cattle, cars for lmnber, cars for oii in
barrels, intaiks, orin old boilers j-—cars tiat,
cars oues flat, now concave j--these, with &

eaboose and. a dingy coach pensioned off from
the Express line, make up the mixture of an or-
dinary mixed train.  To this’ must be added
another mixed feature provided in the propor-
tions,—some brond, some narrow, some long,
wowne short ; but as some are high, and some
are tow, ‘the mixture tixes the brakesman's
brain us he trots along the roofs when moon and
stars avs hidden.  Aud to crown all, the mixed
{;l:yaicul proportions must be further confused

y an unceasiug medley of label, which consider-
ably mixes the mind of any one trying to make
out to what. Company the mass in reality be-
longs. The eye swims before all kinds of crosses
from St. George's downwards, rude attempts at
seroll painting, names huddled together in such
proximity, and interlocked 50 a8 to drive the
eye’s focus back and forth a half dozen times
to decipher the painter’s intention ; while, what
with the puzzling mixture of initials, the geo-
graphical love of a lifetime becomes requisite
to fix the birthplace of each car. There is the
L.o& K, M.C.RW_, NP, N.Y.C,, aud n hun-
dred such hieroglyphics, “to baflle all attempts
to deterinine the true name of the road ou which
this awfully mixed train stands.

Put your head in one of these Joseph coaled
boxes and rou will find it internally, if not ex-
ternally, miced. Cases, barrels, bundles, boxes,
bags, bales, forks, sifmdcx, organs, buggies,
crates, and every kind of package coutaining
every class of goods to befound in Webster.
Aud if you shut your mouth and use your nasal
organ for an inspiration, a mixed one indeed is
the result,  One inhalation takes in the aroma
and  stench, the pleasant and the oftensive,
Breaths of pepper, ginger, oils, “tea, coffve,
drugs, varnishes, -——in short everything but
jockey club, conspire to enter your nose in one
breath,  And if you are foreed back by this
mixed volume and the tout en toul orders the re-
newal of motion, ag each car passes, you will
presently smell pigs, then sheep, then horses,
then eattle, while on the top of all this polluted
oxvgen you will next be treated toa layer of pe-
troleum gas,

Such is but the outline of the average smake
wp of an average *“ mixed * train.  Would that
the miserable title was applicable no furiher.
But it is as mixed in itx management as it is in
its churreter.  What eares the ¢ mixed " for the
Time Table t Try and take passage on onein a
humdred at the precise moment it is advertised
ta start, and you will find your expectations und
realizations as mixed as the train itself. Of
course, it is business to be on haud at the time.
But you will beat the tmin in arrival at the
station by holf an hour at least, if [ am not mis-
taken,  Ask the first official you meet when she
will be in, and ten chances to oue you will be
told ¢ Ske 11!l ke in when she arrives, and
she neverarrives seouer.” The fact is; the agent
and baggage-tnaster are mixed on the subject,
Leesuse the subject itself is mixed,

Arriving late, you naturally eonclude the start.
iug will e as little delayed as possible.  Batin
that conclusion you are again sdightly mixed
yourself. | see you pick up your baggage und
twake for the couch as soon ws it stops, when
vour shoulderis rudely tapped by some one, tell-
ing you-** There's time enough yet. There's an
hont's shunting to bedone.” Uf course you suhb-
side. It is the best policy. For that shunting
husiness usually mixes one’s last meal cousider.
ably, unless he holds on tightly to the arms of
his seat. - Did you ever tryit!?

Now, standing on that statien platforin, vou
need but to be an imperfect observer to diseover
that this shunting business is about as mixed as
a Bull's Run, orsuch another as happened at a
place called Ridzeway, . ;

Hear that conduator, with cracked voive, be-
rating, in English not the choicest, the little dap-
pér man who carries a link in one hand and a
pin in the other: .

“ You dunderhead !
those cars 1 i

“Taking them, of course.”

** Taking them, ekt Dido't | tell you to drop
two und take three ¥

* No, vou told me to drop three and take up
two."' ) .

“ No, Ididn't,”

* Yes, you did.” C

“ 1 tellyou { didn’t,” and he whistles for all
he is worth, and reminda the muttering brakes.
man that *“ he will be reported if he doesn’t use
his ears better and his tongue less,” whilq the
latter, who bholds his situation, as he thinks,
under great provocation, mutters enough above
his breath to show his blood is slightly mixed,
ind would mix it with that of his superior offi-
cer if there was not a slight chance of his being
thrown out of employment by the Traflic or
Freight Su orintom{m)t. .

Watch the switchinan, with oné hand ou a
lever, snd two fingers of the othef in his mous-
tache, shrieking a vocabulary of his own to t'lmt_
stupid” engineer,  to *““stop,” to *‘go.on,” to
“back just a car tength,”* aud wonder why the
confusion dees not_drive the man from the
gwitch, and the éngineer on his journey in dis-
gust. And yet these worthies ure at ‘ease, com-
pared to the dapper’ little brakesman, who goes
through the mixed duties of »c(‘\nphng and un-
_coupling those stupid cars. " The *drawhead
of one is too high, and-of another too low. A pin
is too crooked or too straight, too short or:too
thick. . And the way that man darts in and out
from those couplings, throwing.up ‘hié arms, or
whistling with his fingers, like a maning, would
exoite the nerves: of any belated passenger, but

What are vou deing with

your importunate delay. -

Tor the amusemont he affoads to make you forget

" And lest ‘you should Lhi“n'k the conductor to
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have eseaped the general mixture and confusion
of this ordeal, just ask him * When he thinks
he will be ready to start 7. And he may reply,
as | heard one do on"a certain occasion, thus :
¢ Number 1146, 32, 66.72 three flats and one
cattle car, when we are ready, we've all day be-
forcus.'’  Discovering, as in thisinstance, that
part of the answer was for himself, and part for
ou, it will not be strange if you suspect that
1e, too, has the infection %adly, and is about as
mixed as his train,

‘“ All'aboand 1" comes at Just; and you take
your seat to ‘breathe freely. Dut alas! The
sequel proves you are little better off. The start-
ing, which is a succession of jerks and thumps,
mixes you atonce ; for the motion is s0 imper.
ceplible, you suspect that the station, seen
through the window, is attached, and is really
going west with the train.  Then the town
seens to follow suite.  And it is sometime be-
fore the Lnnf;le vields. And when the station is
distanced, the creeping up grade behind a snort-
ing that frightens you, enables you to take a
fair sketch of the country in passing, then sud-
denly changes tothe breakneck speed of a slight
decline in the road that makes\ou pity your
insurance compuny, and which seems to be the
Futting on of airs, to show either a scorn for the
aw which regulates the speed of freight trains,
or a simple illnstratien of how gravitation
alone can forve = mixed train to do the fair thing
for your pussage money.  Such erratic motion
convinees you that the very gait of a * Mixed ”
ix, as itsmiserable title indieates,  mixed ” and
nothing but mixed. Each paltry station fur-
nishes the experience encountered at the point
of embarking. And this results in your mixture
of vexation, self reproach, and profound disap-
pointment when, on reaching your destination,
your watch informs vou that a respectable don.
key could have borne you easily over the entire
length of the journey in time for your engnge-
ment, whereas you are now too late for any ra-
tional business but to return home at your
earliest convenience. ’

1 see you with a November cloud on your
brow, pacing the ground with angry steps, de.
bating whether, after all, yvou live in the nine.
teenth or the first century.  You ask why arail-
way should initiate the ecaste which obtains
upou the ordinary highway -~why there shounld
be the “mixed " to muke prominent the luxar.
iant and speedy Pullmau, as, where cart and
coach hold their respective stations.  Aud vour
bleod boiis when the analogy fails wonder the
stinging reflection that you paid as much for
vour donkey ride as if vou had taken ticket for
the Steumboat Express. George Stephenson may
have prophesied @ passenger and rreight speed.
But vou conld never droam that he intended
human beings to ba conveved at freight speed,
except st freight fares——viz., so much per ewt,
But alas ! so it is, and those who caunet help it
have plenty of chatice to prove it. But, if avoid.
able, aever, no never, shall the experience be re-
peated (if forgiven for the past) so long as water
1uns and grass grows by.

Mitchell, Ont.
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THE TAY BRIDGE.

We present our readers to-day, in advanes of
any paper from England, with a view of the
bridge aver the Tay, the scene of the lute terrni-
ble accident.

The eutire length of thebridge specitied in the
vontract wag 19,142 feet, but sotne small spans
on the north side and a series of brick arches, 34
in number, including  the land.dine coutraer,
brought up the actual length to 10,612 or 52 feer
over two miles.” The Tay bridge was thus the
fangest railway bridge over a running stream in
the world, the Victoria bridze, Montreal (tubu.
lar), coming next, being 8,194 feet, or 1,418 fent
shorter, while the strneture over the Rhine at
Wesel is-only 6,120 and that over the Vistulwat
Grandenz only 1,483 metres, or about 4,800 feer
in Jeagth, ¢ The bridge,” said w0 deseription
published at the time of the openiug, May 31,
1878, **starts {rom the Fife side of the Tay,
where theland is about 70 feet above high water
and gradually rises at a gradient of 1 in 336
until the highest part of the bridge is reached,
130 feet frowm the level of the rails to high-water,
mark. The altitude oceurs at the centre of the
Inrge spains’and from this point there is u sharp-
Iy falling gradient of T in-74. Inthe structure
there nre cighty-five spans—eleven of 243 feet,
two of 227 feet, one of 166 fect, oune of 162 feer
10 inches, thirteén of 143 feet, ten of 120 et 3
inches; eleven of 129 feet, two of 87 feet, twenty.
four of 67 feet 6 inches; three of 67 feet, one of
66 feet § inches, and six of 2§ feet' 11 inches,
All the spans, with the éxception of that of. 166
feet, which is made by a bowstring girder, are
formed of -lattice givders, but .in addition to
these there are adjoining the north end of the
bridge one span of 100 feet, bowstring girders,
and.“ono span of 20 ‘feet, plate girders.. The
thirteen largest girders, each about two hundred
tons in weight, are in the centreand over the
navigable part of the river. . The girders ave ar-
raniged in continuous groups, with proper provi-
sion for expansion, aud are supported oun piers of
varied  construetion. - The foundatious - of - the
piers are of: iron eylinders, with brick-work and
cement,  Fourteen piers are built entirsly of
brick on vock foundation, aml consist of two
cylinders of W feet 6 iuckes in diameter, connect-
ed by a wall o brickwork 3 feet in- width. - At

the fourteenth pier it was found the rock” sud-
denly shelved away to & great depth, under beds.

of clay, ‘gravel and saud, and thewefore another

give an equally sure footing. The weight of the
Jier was lightened by substituting for the heavy
Lrickwork above high water cast-iron columns,
fixed together by horizontal and diagonal trans-
verse braving, and the cylinders were increased
to 15 feet in diameter. The whole of the piers
after the tourteenth are built in this manner,
but in the cast of the highest piers, supporting
the 245 feet spans, they have a cylindrical base
of iron and brick in cement 31 feet in diameter
and from 40 to 45 feet in depth, standing & few
feet above high water. The whole of the cylinders
supporting iron colnmns are finished with a cop-
ing of Carmyllie stone, The permanent way
consists of double-headed steel rails, fished at the
jvints in 24 feet lengths, weighing 75 pounds to
the yard, and secured by oak keys in cast-iron
chains. The chains are fixed at intervals of
about 3 feet to longitudinal timbers 17 inches
wide and varying in depth from 7 to 14 inches.
Throughout the whole length of the bridge each
rail is provided with 1 guand-rail to afford addi-
tional securiry to trains passing over the strue-
ture. The floor of the bridge consists of 3-inch
planking and is cover. d with a waterprool corm-
positien, On both sides of the bridge for its
whole length a strong handrail is erected.”
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

Tae Canadian [Hustrated News commenees ita
wwensy-fimt volume in exesilent style,—Kingsion Whig.

The Christmas number of the Canadian [estruted
Nrweig withont doubt the finest number of that jourasl
yet issued.— Preseott Telegraph.

We ave much pleasure in directing attention to the
advertisement of the Canadian flustrated Newcs. This
i the only ilustrated and purely Htermry weekly in the
Dominioy and deserves, as wo nree glad to know it is re-
ceiving, a wide circalution.— Woodstock Sentinel.

TWE " CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED NEWS."—The Christ-
mas pnmber of this popatlar paper came o band brim-
falt of ** good thinge" ‘I'he illustrations, with supple-
ment, all relerred to Christmas Tide, und were very
atiractive, ‘The Neaes i3 deservedly popular.— Bellerille
Ontario.

Tyup Canadian Hiustrated Neowe is g paper fhat de-

votes itself to Hlustratioyg cureent interesiing eveats in

Titicat apd social eiries of Canwda ; it gives biws

C fan seenery a0l st do its full sharein

dng our Uanada better Known in fufign countries. -
Chathaw $lanet.

ES
r

NOT alone becanse it is a Canadirn enterprize, but
At it is one worthy of sapport, we beartily commend
the Cangdian Jlustrated Nows 1o ve other way cau
carh an accuraie idea of © Hiw in Canada” be conveyed
to friends at a distance, us by the ures of everyday
eecnrrenens in the Newrs,  With the Sirit gumber of Jan-
uaty will begin the publieation of an origionl romance.
edited by the Rev. Dir. Smithett, of Lindsay.—Oriiifz
Fracket.

BRELOQUES POUR DAMES.

. . . ke

Youye man, in a walking match you ““ go as

vou piease,” but in 4 conrting mateh yon please as you
yo.

Mp, (FLADSTONE
woman with greater satisfa
ladies. "

Let the Adam monwment be erected and
place npov it iu letters 8 oot high : “ He pever grow‘led
at bis wife's millinery bilis!

- FON | PR

A MAX may be brave enough ta walk right up
s the cannon’s mouth and yat unot buve the counige to
hami his wife a letter he has cartied io big jacket fur &
sceek. .

4 WasHixaToN beile has just ordereid from
Waorth 3 pearl-cniored satio. Yriwaded in shaded woyd
eotors in combination with paia s\wnod-caloref.i‘ sf\hn. Her
tther is probably saeakiog op thie back streets at home
inoan §11 ulster. )

Tae man who marries under the impression
shat bis wife gives up everythime for h:m—xm'her,.‘mo;
ther, hrothers, sisters and home—finds ot}t fx)me.xm;.
that, however much the wife may have ,:w:m _up‘. ;-i
father, wother, brojuers, sisters, etc., huve not given de

-z ;¢ use the expression
n than 1 use tbe name of

agp.

AN ancient heau was talking of repartee to &
voung lady in Maribora street. He am'\j. “g\& nmz:‘z:;\‘reli
e n rals, incapable of clever rt’pune». ..he‘[;; o
pair of ruby Hpa The old galant hj'f)k.“d at ! ulx {u!e
crid, significantly and bapertiventdy. Lead us :o e
temputian.”  Deliver as frowm evii, raplied the lads
prompiiy, and w atked ont of the roont. )

¢ 1s there any way,’” writes an ng{‘\cnlmnf}
engrespondent, **of Keephinr egus from wraisg lthxl!\]
Wall, uo realiv taegible meuns have beeu &llsm‘?re’ i.
wo believe, but o hound pup. aboutl six umm%\s o;,‘
will come wy Dear it as anything else. iT your leave ‘fni
henuery doar open. About one pup 18 suticient
a furm of 230 acres.

FASHION NOTES.

Tue income of Queen Victoria amounts to
22,000,000 per annum. o

SpaLskix is. mueh employed: in Paris in
trimming mantles and jackets. ]

Tny four-leaved clover in green-tinted gold 1&
a favorite design in jewelry. ’

T newest buttous are concave in shape and
painted by hand io artistic Jesigns. :

TOINT D' ESERTT, bath black dnd white, trime
many fashionable beits and sash ends. ‘

SuaLL. silk ‘handkerchiefs have borders Qf
Rrotou lace inserting and plaited edgiogs.

A sew. waste-basket is in the form of o tall
hat, nud; strange to say, it {s very pretty. o

Tug - latest” caprice in- belts and bags
blaok velvei ones painted with sprays of flowwers.

“811K with jet bends iuterwoven in the fabric

comes for comhining with black satin aad velver,

The' latest novelty in shawls ap the Chad..
duhs, with aarrow borders of cashmere embroidery.

Trosk embroidered bags of black satin, that.
100k like nuthing so much as foot-mafly, are the fush-
jonuble tea cosies.

Tug popular horseshae has now been utilized
tor s hat-mek. It 38 of cbovized wond, with nickel:

is for

kind of pier had to b resorted  to which would

plated nails for pegs.




