- shineks, no laughter.
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Of whom was she ever heard to say an unkind
word ? .

«¢ 1 could have wished that alt this had not
happened. But your meeting was fortititous aud
who ktows !—perhsps it way providential, Ay
we grow in years we feed that the feuds of our
younger days ought to die out.  OQur childyen
should not inherit our animosities.  They might
even repaiv them sometimes, ['will not say that
you must not eec M. Paladine, | wonld not
conrt his company, but neither wonld I shuau it.
You say he seems tond of you, I don't wonder
at that, He was fornterly an intimate friend of
your futher and your poor mother——alas 1 if nhe
lived, 1 think would speak to you as Tdo. Then
there is apother thing. M. Paladive hos n
denghter.”’

My mother looked ut me when she sid this,
amd she must have poticed my agitution,

“Ory is mnoangel, Carey. | have not seen
Ler these several years, but | have watehed aver
her, nevertheless.  How could 1 do othierwise t
she in my god-chilil,”

* Your god-child I Texeluimed, instinetively
feeling the nmense importance of this fact to
me.

<My god-child, Yes.  And [ dent koow
how itis, but Ory hus been in wmy mind often
sl often within the st few weeks,  The
thought even struck me that if you, Uarey,
coulid make her acquaintanuee, the bringing to-
gether of you two wight, perbaps, heal much
of the old mischief which his w0 Tong divsded
our families.  How ! would like to hold that
dear gitl on wy heart amld speak to her of hier
mothet vnee more,  Like you, Carey, sl never
kuew her mother”

The speaker was very much wifected,  She
pazesd aud reflected fora loug time, then suld-
denly resumed

“Yes, my son. 1 do believe there fsx provi
denve in this. | go farther than Tdid just now.
You have my fall permission to visit wt The
Quarries, amd if you there mect Orv, as 1 hope
vou may, cultivate her sequaintance. Nothing
but gomd van come of it

What more conld [ demand 7 1t wan fur Y-
vond what T had expeeted. Tostead of the e
demnetion, or, at Jeast, the disapproval wlach |
bad anticipated, Twas enconzaged, nay Lildon
to proceed on my conrse, T wes nol temptend to
press my mother with further goestions concern-
ing the Paladines, Her mauner wll alung had
itevited them, and | hed a0 vozoe fear that
such inquizitiveness might spoil the etheet of the
pent which [ had gained,  Besides, myvsteries
of this kind are best allowed to evolve grada-
ally, neeording as events preseut themselves,
one after one,

That same evening T took the direction of
The Quarries, unotwithstanding the warning
which T had received from Ory,

.
tuy

XL
IN THE DEEP WOOD,

Befare kuowing it I found myeell at the
negro apnarters,  This consisted of o siquare,
bounded on the four sides by white cabins
f1 the cenlre Waus nu [ S EES THYMSTRE il with ltees
anct affurding novard far the Lauiliss
s playgronnd forthe chiddren, Here on holis
dave, or on Sabbath  aftervosss, the blacks
Lot wthered dun their shawiest tinery, in.

e W '” HES

du'y din their various noisy gamea. There,
tog their feet elattered in the dates 10 the
reund Cof thé merriest musie, Bevosd  the

Lrvakdown, o owhich they are innnuslde, 1
have known few nrgroes who execl in graceful
duneing, botin every plantation theve wie givls
who linve voices of splendid ring and rhvthug
arsd thers s at Teast one fhldler, sell-tanzbit, whe
I oanest a perfeet master of his Dstniment.
With such resources, it is no wonder that balls
are sweng the ehief of plantation anmsements,

In the widdle of the small side of the par.
alelogram was the house of the oldest conples,
the parents and grandparents of wearly all the
slaves. They there have all their children
under-their eve, althongh the chiblren them.
selves pay small heed to the tutelage.  Amoug
negraes there i3 no pattistehate, Ol age is
tolerated; but mot snrreunded with the atten-
tentions of filial respect,

Behind each ealin was a 2mall Kitehen gar-
den 3 it front and facing the common yard, a
elean-gwept, Jittle plot, shaded in wost cases
by prresimmon and papaw trees, )

The Paladinenegroes were o happy set. The
preofl was the tidiness of  their habitations wed
thegoald order that vigned among them, Fram
my position, whete T oecould s 2l without
beine mysell observed, 1 noticed the old foiks
stioking tegether in grougs @ the young women
going in and out on houschold work @ the vhil-
dren plaging  together - at the cabin doors,
There was the usual him  that floats sround
homes at evening, but uwo wild noiws, no
My esteem for' M. Pala-
dine increased:a hundred fold at this view ol
his peaceful slives.

I saw few young men in the little village,
The big-hipped givls waddled about, scemingly
oblivious of their sweethoarts. 1 made no ne-
vount of this, for it was a weelday, aml proba-
bly the boys were nat yet in from work,

Skirting the cabins from a distance, T ad-
vaneed deeper inte the wood.  Twilight was

ading fasd; and T had wot wandered far when |

was wrapped in profound darkness.  There was
one groyish glimmer in a distant charing, but
around’ mio the trees disappeared. one by one,
being replaced by mussive columus of gloom. 1
stopped to enjoy the solitude. [t suits one's

moold sometimes to yield entirely to physical in-
fluences ; to feol hemmed in aml gently over-
borne by the great forces of nature. At such
woments the brown sky lowers on you; the
wartn, tufted prass buoys you up; the trees
slant over you; the air pants and thickens ;
the rippling of the neighboring river sounds
liko the thud of smsll waves creeping up to
your feet, und you, gradually narrowing within
yourself, experience ut every paint of your
being  the subtle thrills of a delicious  some-
thing fur which 1 know no name but rejuve.
neseenve. Alas ! othese sensations are  only
Heeting, A moment after and the sky soars
up ;5 the trees straighten their fronts 3 the wind
sings in the leaves ; the water gurgles back into
its channel and you stand once more in the
solation of vour natural littleness, painfully
copseinus of the narrow space vou oceupy in
the universe, ’

Retursing to myself again, 1 was considering
where Ishould go next, when my ear wag struck
by a sivgular sound. I conld not be mistaken.
ft wos the sad, strange music of the tam-tam.
Naw Jow, then swelling on the night wind, it
canie to me like a dread boding of i1l ] dist..
envd  with acute attention.  The sonnd was
stationary and proceeded from the interior of
the woods to my right. 1 immediately went
forasrd in that divection, fmpelled by curinsity
and a singular fores of misgiving. As | ap-
proached | distinguished the sounds of voices
b the intervals of the drum-beats, T knew
them at once to be negro voices,  They were
attermpts al whispers, bat the vegro, especinlly
the male, awing to the thickness of his lips,
cantot whisper, and his Jowest tones are ne
sarily articulated with a certain rough distinet.
Ness,

*Why didn't they all come 7 s2id one voive.

Ot will be too late,'’ saild a second,

And the tan-tan spunded another eall,

“Pat it olf)” exelaimed a voice.

“Noo It must be to-night,” answered an-
other,

The tam-tam sounded again.

Approaching nearer and nearer, { found my-
selt on the wige of w deep natural hollow. From
its depth the sounds came 1o me hoarser and
clearer, reverberated by the sloping sides.

I threw  mysell bebind a tree and looked
down.

XI1L

A VOUDOU CONCLAVE,

The hollow was alive with dark forius.  One
black object, set beside another ouly w shade
Iessy black than  itsell, presents this singular
etfeet, that it becomes almost Tuminous by the
Juxteposition. Thus the dark  figures in the
uotlow, being darker thau their surroundings,
shewerd almost light and conld be easily distin-
guisbed as  they moved, Therr were some
twenty negroes assetibled before me.

“The last round,” said a voice iu n tone of
wnthority.

Tne tam-tam rattled. This time, the clang
of that unearthly instroment being 5o uear e,
I wave astart, and my whole bady trembded. |
heant the tustling of the gmss at duferent points
sl several dusk figures glided rapadly into the
holiow,

At tirst there was a confusion of voices, ap-
parently discussing something, T understend
rothiing, bul | observed that one voice predom-
tuated.  Doubtless it was that of the muster
Then, at a signad, torchies were lighted, which
betner set in sockets prepared for them, east a
ghiastly glare upow the scene. The negroes fell
back to the sides of the hollow, but not fast
enough to escape my observation.  Their faes
were streaked with red barse They wore black
shirts, low in the neck and shor{-siceved ;
bimck trowsers, too, fitting tight at the ankle.
They were bareflooted and barelieadued.  In the
extreme hackground, under a jutting rock,
which served as a canopy, stood a splendid
tellow, disguised like the rest, but holding in his
vight haud a rod, aronud which a flexible objeet
was loosely  entwined,  This ohject at once
brought to wind the eadocens of Hermes in
the mythologieal prints,  Looking around the
eronching fgures of his comrades, the master—
for | judged this individual to be suéh-—raised
his Lrews thiee times, making all the agly lhines
an his face move togetherand flash in the torch.
Hght., Tuen in a deep chest voice he muttered
sotte form of prayer oc incantation, of which |
couhd make nothing, but which seemed to im-
press Ui andienee deeply, for at intervals they
all joined in a low, rumbling chorus - which
to me sonpded ke o savage growl,

When this was concluded two fellows run
our, eaclt with an armful of split wood, and of
these they tode a heap in the centre of the open
area. Alter their disappearance, the master,
steppiug forward, poured the wontents of three
ditlerent hotties on the pile.  He then returned
to his phace and waved his wand. 1 heard the
hiss of n rocket, though I saw nothing, The
next moment a small ball of fire, after deserib-
jug n parabolic curve, fell upon the heap of
wood and  ignited it, The flames  were not
violent, but rather burned low and smouldering,
Then the whole band of negroes, forming into a
ring, began walking aronnd the pyre with the
lovk-step,  This part of the ceremony interested
me very mueh,  When the first round was com-
pleted, somebody threw a puper into the flames,
which rose fittully in yellow sheaves, ‘emitting

were seattered about, with a whirr., At the
third round, alibation of some or other arom-
atic oil way made, for the air was filled with
perfume, while Intle blue flanes played over
the surface of the fire. As theve things were
being done, [ eanght the following words, mut-
tered by several voices ;

CAnd | osaw a be

ast rising from the sea *

* having ten horns and seven heads *
* * aud on each of his horng ten crowns
* * and on bis heads the name of bLlas-
phemy =~ * S

“And the beast that | saw was like to a pard
- » »

LI

and his feet like those of @ bear

amd his mouth was as the mouth of n lion

o * and the dragon showed bim his might
* * * and his throne * * * and his
- L d . I

great power .

Here was a pnzzle. What did these fellows
know abaut the Apocalypse? 1 the words had
been spoken by the chief, 1 should have wou-
dered Jess, bt repeated as they were by several
of the tand, & meaning must be attached to
them, and these negroes must have been tuught
that meaning, along with the correet reulering
of the pussage.

I was not relieved from my perplexity by
what followed,

The proeession being stopped, the men stood

in a circle around the fire, Then the naster
raised bis wand above his head seven times, and
sever times the whole party bowed profonndly.
After this the master hebd his wand horizontally
over the dying Bames.  He had scarcely doue
26, wheu the thing that was woeund around it
wriggled and syninmed 11110 unfastened itself,
all tut the hewd.  Then there were lowd exelam-
ation of jov.  Buat abuge these eries 1 heard the
[ Bisses and the well-known terrible noise of the
deadlivat of our serpents. 1t was a rattlesnake,
I shuddered. T felt Like ranning away.  Truly
these were devila, ot wen.  And what would
becotre of e iU 1 were caught spying their or-
gies? But, netwithstanding my terror, 1 stopped
to see the end.

The naster withdrew his wand from above
the fire, whers he hiad evidently placed it, not to
seorch the serpeut but 1o wormm him into ac-
tivity, and wfter caressing the reptide with his
hand, gently vepliced im in his original spiral
condition.  After this the waud passed slowly
from hand to hand, vach negro taking it rever- |
ently and without the slightest truce of feur,
and gazing attentively into the eyes of the
suake.  When this horrible portion of the
dumb-show was over, the master, displaying

either.

“ We do.”

““ He hag been

“ Yes.”

““It is thanks to him if we can meet here
again to-night.”

“ Vive M, Paladine ! -

““But we can meet here no more.”

“Ah!alk

““ My old master is forced to forbid us.”

“Why? why 1

“Ah ! why? That is just the question.”

¢ Foreed? By whow ¥

“What! Are vou blind? Are you deaf
Ave yeu erazy t Have you no cyes to sce, no
ears to hear, no secse to understand that the
great day of vengeunce lias come at Jast ¥ Have
vou forgotten your gu.en

“Oh! ouryueen ! Gaisso ! Our beauty 1"

““ Four years since the critne was commitzed.”

“ Four years t”

“* Aud she and we have sutfered in silenes ™

Al bowed their heads and groaned.

** But ny old master is not to blame. Tt is
his own danghter, my young mistress, who has
arged our removal, and e could vot refuse her”’
These words were received in silence.

*“Nu blame, mark me, to my young mistress
Stie acted s0 not hecatise she hates us,
but becanse she fears for Adam,”

And as he said this, why did the fellow louk
up towsrd me? I was horrorestruck.  The
Lalf moou, just breaking trown a hauk of clouds,
lit up his hideons face which bemmed with o
reflection of demoniacal intelligence and fer-
ocity. He was the ehosen personation of rome
fell act of vengeance. 1 was the predestined
vietim. He hatdall the intluences of supersti-
tion to steel his mind, sanctify his purpose and
direct the keenuess of his wima. 1 had to defend
me, only my sense of invocence, a litile stock
of self-possession, and a stern determination to
fight out to the last. And—1 had almost for-
gotten it—had 1 not Giy’sumulet ! This was
of itself enongh to reassure e, and, indeed, |
difd feel wonderfully reassured.

There was a storm brewing in the sky.  Grey
clouds drove by in masses, tumbling into all
kinds of shapes and revealing a series of strange
gleams and flashes, A cold wind fram the ronth
swept the treestops, making w wild moan as it

our {riend.”

Cstruck sgainst the side of the wir-current that

flosted on the Mississipyi.
for a catastrophe.

“To-morrew evenine,” said the chief, i
we weet ot all, it will be in the third quarry,
under the cavern, facing the river.”

Lt was just the night

his wand again, s:id these words:

*CCAN wmen, little and great, rich and poor,
free and sluve ——remember the words, Youdou
brothers—" {

SOFREE AND SLAVEDY i

Al as~entid with a Jond exclamation.

¢ Frew and slave must bave a mark on their
right haud’”’—

Here every one raised his right arm high
nhove his head, then diopped it violently on bis
thivh,

“¢And on their forehend.  So that na one
ennt be allowed to buy or se® who lias not the
mark or the pame of the beast or the number of |
fils name.”  Mind, Lie caunot buy or sell, that
ix, he cunnot go inta auy contract. Marriage is
a o contract,  He wannet  marry.
others, caunot marvy.

We nnderstumd vou”

“Ans yvou will work with me 1

Wewnl

“ The bite of the dragon on every traitar !

“Aupn

Adond crackling neise was heard ontside the |
hollow. Ail rhe negroes turued about. The !
chiefl looked up in my direction. i

\

"

It was Nain. ;
: X1 ;
1 H
; {HE TERRIBLE FLOGGING. |
.! “Let the sentinels be on the look out,” he |
[ eried in an angry voiee.  ** Woe to any prowler |

around this hoilow.”

I took this as addressed to me, thouzh, of !
conrse, I was not seen,  To wnke wyself more
secure [ oerouched among the abundant shoots |
aroutnd my tree. Conee what might, 1 was
thoroughly resolved on seeing the whole thing |
out, espectally now that 1 had reason to suspeet
that 1y vase was bronght up before the council
of fmps. .

Anoutrouner reiurned to the hollow with the
aunonaccwent tat vothing was stivring about,
and that the sentries were all at their posts.

Theu the ehief resumed

“This is the vineteentl of July, onv yearly !
festival,  Prrecalls the fall of woman through
the serpent.  Supice that event wan has feared
the sorpent. - Whe wauld uot teay sim 17

Here the snake on the wand rattled.

“But we, 0 Vouwlous, -we have learned to |
worship hit, and onr worship, though tempered
Ly foar, is strong and sadutary. hu faety it
comes 20 this—we serve him and he serves us.
That is only fair. "1 don’t kuow that he often

have been allowed to meet in this hollow.  lu-
deed, it was reservad for us:”’

Al ngreed to this.

“ Betug in private grounds, our meetings
have always remained sverat, because. never dis-

an odot o sulphur. At the second round s few
graing of powder must have been cast, as 1 ro.
cognized the smell, and a few picces of wood

turbad.”

“:And we owe this to my old master ¥

remain where I was,

i Uride is the origin of spasmodic

He had scurcely said this when a terrible
esmmotion arose in the hollow. A violeut gust
of wind blew outadl the torehes. The negroes
ran backwmrd and forward.  Some vushed up

i the sides of the hollow, losked abour them a

moment, then rashed ek to confer with their
chief. . There were loud talking, occasioual
bursts of laughter, anary words and threars,

H o these devils had wken to quarrelling
among themselves and devoured each other, |
should vot huve been surprised wueh, bat de-
lighted exceadingly, . Thus this drama would

Dhave targed to a laughable comedy, after all.

But no; the pawerful volee of Nain thurdered
over the din: aund his ery of ¢ Silence I ve-

bdueed the hallow to the stilluess of the wrave.
e of all|

You understand me 7"}

1 arose from my ecovert and walked a few steps
{away Srom the tree,

“The tempest is abiut o vage” said the
Vowdoa chiell 1t ix the ocho of our awvu
wrath, [t the wind blew, the thunderbalt
fail, the rain pour in torvents.  The tives of
the for st will stund, but one must full. Lis-
ten ! There 13 a crash in the sky youder. 1t
comes, anl woe—""

A great elap of thunder drowned his voicr ; a
few large drops fell gently on the leaves.

But londer, and more terrible than the roar of
the viements, came a new erv frem the hollow.

“The snake ! The suake !

The negroes all fell tforward in a heap: then
as suddenly tutned wned tled backward, excluim.
ing:

“The snake ! Thesnake!” R

“Yes, he is gone! Broken from the wand.
Where is he 7° shouted Nain.

CWhere is hel Wlhere

’”

is he?” echoed a

! seore of voices.

“ Listen 1" eried Nain.

The rattle of the serpent was distinetly hvard
in the silence,

“There he s,

© Where 2

“Up that side of the hollow.”

Awd the whole of the crew scampered up the

There he goes.””

side opposite to me,

> This way, " eried Nain.
Bur sil} they fled intervor, heedless of his

eall.

* Fonls, traitors, cowands,’” velled the infur-

iated chief, “* will run after and capture him

done,”
So saving ‘he turned toward my side of the

hollow,

1'held my breath, It would be madness

I mignr face the negro,

neads ns, hut we sometimes neeid hime We ['but 1 eould not dare ta confront the goaded rep-
need hin now. Do you understand me 17 tile,  Mine was the foremost trew on the edge
« We nnderstand you.” of the hollow and he would make direct for that
“1t is well.  Now, sowmething else.  You | tasecure a retreat from his pursuer, - I'turned
know that it is alveady several years since we | tofly. i

Wha can explain wanw’s instantanesus reval-

sions-of purpose-in the very teeth’ of deadly
danger T How often are our hest aets of heroism
the offspring of sudden caprice, unwarranted by
auy  law, human ordivine; nay, condemned
even by the slementary instinets of self preser-
“ That is true.” : vation ?

Cold, ealculating  courage is - rare.

bravery. 1




