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THE CHRISTIAN,

Wo havo had the pleasure this winter of moeting
with spveral Nova Scotians, as woll as soveral from
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. Thix
is an age of travol and unreat, and it is not unusual
tomoet with home friends in the mcat unoxpocted
places and the most unoxpeoted times, Scveral of
our woll-known northern preachora speud porsione
of their wintors in Florida, We have had short
oalls within & fow daya from Bro. H. F. Davis of
Muareo Jity, do.; Bro. Bardy of Kontucky; A, M.
Atkinson, of Wabasb, Ind., and.others; while Bro.
W. K. Pendloton was at our stato mseting, and
wos our personal guest for several days. Bro. E.
Q. Sowall, editor of the Gospel Advocate, is now
here .spending. the winter with his son, a leading
merchant of Jacksonvillo and a doacon of this
church,
a companionable Christian. gentlemen of fine cul-
turo, Tho winter ia tho groat season for activity
horo. While our stato and cities are crowded with
tourists, invalids, sight-scers and speoulators, en.
larged fields of usefuluess and fine opportunities
for church work present themselves, and the live
wminister who.would scize the main chance is a busy
man. - But.Ifear I havoused moro of your valuable
spaco .than you can afford to allow to *‘foreign
correapondenco,’ and I desiat for the present.

T. H. Brenvs,
63 Pine Street, Jacksonville, Fla.,
March 7 b, 1888,

MONTAGUE ITEMS.

In tho March number of Tir CHRISTIAN, ) notice

an articlo in the form of a criticism, on tho article

in the February number under the hoadmg, “Two
or Threo—Who are They("

If the writer ‘had not tvld us ho had *‘ read the

article twico,” wo would not have suppossd he had
road it at all, but ‘was acquainted” with it only ““by
tho hearing of the car,” a8 hb cirtainly hds failed
to see the puint,

We may write on this matter again; hoping:there-
by to open to clearer vision, the oyes of any who
may: have hitherto been deluded by the false idea
that -we,.of the 19th century may agreo, as touchiug

anything concerning the kingdom of Ohrist, and.

that it will be done hs wo agree, -bucause Christ is
with us (Ewo, or thros) in miraculous:power; as Ho
was with the * two or threo™ of the apostles,. to
confirm that which we have decroed.

We claim, that from this one falso idea, originated
most, if not all, of tho erroneoua teaching ahd
anti-Christian practices of those who- believe that
Jeaus is the Christ tho Son of God.to-day.

By taking license here, mon ** teach for dootrines
the commandments of men,” and: lJeave untaught
that which Gud has commanded to -bo preached
¢ to every creature.”

On tho 8thiinat,, at their rosidence in Now Porth
was celebrated tho 50th anniversary of the marriage
of Bro, Poter ). Oampbell an honored olderof the
Ohuroh of Christ in Montague, and his .amiablo.
wi[e, who bas so faithfully stood by his, sido an
* hslp-meet” in.the truost gense, in sunshioe, and
fn shadow, during the fifty yoars, in which .the
forest atound their dwelling yielded to human
,power and industry, and ‘“‘the wilderness wae made
1to blossom 08 the rose; while in their home,, grew
wp in rospectability and to great usefulness a
mumerous family, for which the .parents now
wdvanced in yoars, ave truly thankful, and of whow
they may be juatly proud.

Some are now absent from the Island home.
Some were presont to gladden the hearts of father.
and mother; but, during the fifty yoars, tho thres-
hold was crossod. by the * dark shadow’ and—
¢ ono i nots”

Meomory as.a guest at the banquet, cavzod tender- >

noss .of heart to minglo in the oups.of joy. While
good ‘ohoer and gladnoss reigned, there was.an.in-

Bro, Sewall is an oxcellent preacher and.

dofinable influones which scemed to carry the mind
away beyond the presont h.ur—teyond the Chris-
tian's faith and hupo to his final deatiny—to the
homo ““beycnd the viver,” where days, months and
yoars do-nut mark the flight of time, whero life is
uot a breath, nor is any pressure brought to bear
ou the shoulder by tho weight of years,

1 may have inade the impression that the season
was rathor gloomy, but tho roverse is just true—
it wis juyous and plessant. Many guesls wore
prosent, mostly of blood relationship. Plonsaunt,
edifying convorsation, thanksgiving and songs of
praisos to tho Giver of all gnod, and congratulatory
speechea filled tho timo duting and after the
sumptuous ‘‘ marriage feast,” and one of the most
:luterestivg specches was from Broth.r Campbell,
being somo of the recollectivns of ffty years,
picturicg the country as it then was, a wilderness,
destitute (almost) of roads, bridges, mills pnd-
.churches, with scho-ls, low in grade, oud *fow
and far botween.” Then, tho gradusl develop.
mont toward the pres.at condition of brauty and
fortility.

The presouts, golden and otherwise, wore rich
and numerous, and exproased beautifully the good-
will of the Ruosts to our brother and sister, who,
iby mdnalry, temperanca and godlmou, aro woll
tsupplied with the good things of this world alroady '

Now, may their poace tlow as a river, their path

be us the ahmmg light, and if they do not reach the
timo for the ** diamond wedding," may they reach
tho city of golden strots, jasper walls and gates of
.pearl—the city of God—the dwolling-place of
righteousness,

Paul wrote, mors than eo'ghteen hundred. yosrs
-ago: ** Whatsoover & man suwoth, that shall ho algo
roap.” This was and is always truo, [t may be
that wo.all acknowledge it truo in some things,
while wo dv.not in athers wherae it is ¢qually true.

I fear that thero is no man who makes enough
allowanco.for.tho influouces of his own early educa.
tion, consequently wo fail to ‘‘seo ourselves os
others seo us.”

A short time azo I noticod in a Baptist paper a
.complaint, that.whilea cortain preacher #us guccess:
ful and oncouraged in his work, ho found.it difficult
to persuade peraons (Baptists) to retucn from other
denominations whero they had mado a home.of

_convenience during,a cortain time.

¢ Wo aro lusing more to-day,” said tho wnter.
ttgverywhero, by .the training in indifforentism to
.truth, which is so provalont, than by anytbiog else.
Pudo-Baptists have about done arguing., The
dependence now is in making Baptists bolivve the
matter of baptism is of no account.”

Why should. Baptists be surprised at this] Have
not they tanght, and do not thoy teach, that »
_person beforo, and indopendent of baptism, is ‘‘born
again,” *made & now creawiro in Christ Jesus™
 made an heir of Gud and o joiny heir with Josus
Chript,” etc , mado puro as tho angols of God and.
fie for *¢ the mansions of tho blust “—*¢ the inheri

.tance of the saints in ligh1?” Do uot they h-ld
.those viewsin common with nearly oll podo-Baptiste!

Do not they hold baptiam as a ‘“ non-essential ™ to
oternal glory? \Why then object if their ¢‘mistaken

_brethren " hold. baptisin ¢ of no account?

Of what valne .is baptism, as viewed from the
Baptist standpoint? It is not necessary in making
a man a child of Gud. It has no place there
What then js its use? Why, it makes. a man a
Baptist, .

But from tho Baptist’s own standpoint (indeed
they, insist on it) many persons are Christians who
aro not baptized. If this is true what more is
necessary? Surely to be a child of Ged—a Christian,

is just as good, to ssy tho lenst, asto bo a Baptist..
. Why then.make a “‘fussi” If those wanderers are

Ohristiang,. why not let them alone? If baptism is

‘MR E B:gnall
-Mra M Konkle,

litnits of the Baptist church, it i3 not worth quar-
reling; about. If Baptists had allowed baptism to
retain the position in the Christian cconomy in
which Christ and the apostles, by His authority,
loft it, there would not bo so much cause of com-
plaining ovor wanderers from the communicn; pedo-
Baptists would not bo ao numorous; baptism, as
given in the plan of aalvation wonld not be held of
 no account,” nor would so many to-day be des-
plsing God's authority and ** teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men.”
0. B, Eunrr.
,March 20th, 1888,
e e

THOU GOD SEEST ME.

GENESIS XVI. 13,

; God’s sourching oye sces et all times and in all
placvs. Ho boholde the evil and the good. As
wo all crave His smile, lot us be very careful to
study His word that we may do tho things that are
ploasing in Bis sight; for that which very often is
highly eateemed among nien is exceedingly offensive
tb Rim,

In a spocis! manner the oyes of the Lord behold
the righteous, and His cars aro open unto thoir
prayets; and His spirit makoth intorcessions with
groonings which cannot be uttorod. And thé
p;ophot Honani has déclared (2 Chron. xvi. 9),—
S The eyes of the Lord go to and fro throughont
tho wholo earth to show himsolf strong in the be-
half of thom whose hoart is perfect towards Him.”
Lot us most faithfully exemine our motives and
purpones of life, and if aftor ‘tho teat wo aro sure

‘that our highest aim and object of living is to love

and oboy the Lord, then may we bo moat cortain
that Ho will guide us with His oo and show hiin-
sblf strony in our interest. And oh! how cheoring
is the thought to the dying saint as he is about to
closn up this earthly pilgrimage, to reslize the
spveet proinise, ** Precious in tho'sight of the Lord
is tho douth of His aainte.”

t The sovereign oye of God beholda

The univerae complete,

And’ with'a fathet’s ténder love .
Theso at the mercyseat.

M. E. Gares,

HALIFAX CHURCH FUND.

David Fullerton, $1 00 Miss Casaie Chubb, $0 20
MrsCD 50 3rq Joseph Murphy, 10
MrsJ Clnrke Mrs A MeVicar, 10

25
48 Mr'& Mrs W McMahon, 45
1.00 Mra-Dennis Mchshon, 10

of waluo only in bringing porzons inte tho narrow ).

W. J Mxzas=RVEY,

A McKillop & Sons, 25 Mrs John Matthewa, 10
H H Harlow, B0 Mrs Alice B Matthows, 10
Mrs B H Harlow, 50 Ars Thos: Wentworth, 10
Everett G Winey, 10 Mrs John Holmes, 10
‘Charles Drake, 10 Miss Laurd Holmes, 10
BF Abtott. 10 Chas F Cogswell, 100
1 K Etherington, 3 00 Mxs Ira Freewan, 30
M TK Lt.henngtnn, 2 00 Myrtle Freoman, 30
Mrs A McVey, 2 00 Alico Freeman, 10.
Mrs Thos Hurker. 12 Sarah Freeman, 10
Mrs Enoch Matthews, 20 Maggie Freomsn, 10
Mr, Enoch Matthews, 20 Mrs M Collis, : M
Randall Matthows, 10 Cassie Deddrick, 25
Arthur Matthows, 10 Mrs E Ryan, 30
Mirs Ada Matthows, 10 A Friend, 10
Mr & Mrs J Chambors 25 A Friend, 10
Mra David Kelly, 25 A I‘nend 10
Mrs Frank Matthews, 25 Lilias Ford 10
A Friend, I0Mrs LS B‘ord 10
Mrs Geo flielmt, 20 Alico Iﬁeeman, 15
Lillie Helms, 10 Flilda Murray, 10
John W Randall, 30 Birs S Morton, 100
Henry Hinds, 10 Mrs J Morton, 25
Charlos Matthows, 25 Mrs S Kompton, 10
Minuio Matthews, 10 Mrs C Kempton, 10
Mus E McNichol, 10 Mrz R Kempton, . 10
Jennie Douglas, 10 Mrs G Hemeon, 15
Addison Matthews, 10 Mrs T Kempton, 15
Mrs Joscph Matthews, 10 Mr T Kempton, 15
Mr3 John McNichol, 10 Xato Kempton, 10
Mous Trvin Holnes, 10 Inhaler, 60
Sieon:Tucker, 15 Inbaler, 50
James Metthews, 10 Miss Ressio Moore, 100
Edward Matthows 30 S Nelson 150
Mr.& Mrs Samus} Dick, 50 Henry Hill, 100
Mrs Goorgo Chubb, 10 e
Total, . . vero 77

Treasurer.



