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The Coming Pharmacopwia.

——

The request from Prof. Attlicld that
the British Colonies aid in the compilation
of an Imperial Pharmacopein to answer
for all parts of the Bmpire, bus not. met
with the hearty vesponse from Canndinn
pharmacists that is desivable.  There
seems to have been n growing sentiment
here in favor of a purely Canadian edi-
tion to be recognized as the standard by
the Dominion Government, but, as many
strongly divergent views would have to be
harinonized before, such an idea could be
put to practical use either for physicians
or pharmacists, we are of opinion that it
will be wise to protit by the opportunity
atlorded and sccure what we enn that will
weet our views. Iven though we ns
druggists might desive to emulate inde-
pendent countries in preparing a pharma.
copwia, we must bear in mind that we
have not yet been able to place the medi-
eal profession under our absolute dictum,
and that we would have to depend upun
their concurrence and wedical huowledge
if we wished to prepare a codex that
would not be a plagiavistic copy of those
now in existence.

In thinking of & Canadian Pnarmaco-
prein at all we do so in conrection with a
desire to have it become the Jegal stand.
ard for Canada, nnd our mind naturally
frames it as & modification of the British
and United States works.  We are not at
all sure that if we cowpiled a Canadian
pharmacopwia it would be adopted as the
legal standard by the Government, uunless
we are confident that n stronger national
spirit exists in Canada than does in the
United States, where the Pharmmacopuwin
we are so pleased to quote: still caists as
an unoflicial text book, bxing prepared
solely by commissioners appointed by
medieal or pharmaceutical socisties, and
having no other authority, although geu-
crally accepted as a national work.

An independent pharmacopaia, issued
by o dependency, would be somewhat of
an anomaly, and would serve bnt little
purpose outside of its immedinte jurisdic-
tion, and, even though a compilation
could be arranged which would receive
governmental authorization, it would only
create o precedent for similar action in
other Colonies and tend to wultiply
works, which, as children of a parent,
could not reasonnbly hope to be greater
than tho parent,

With the very great facilitics for rapid
travel now afforded all countries, causing

cotstanst witcreotrse of prople of ditliorent
nationnlities, it s desirable that  the
grentest possible degree of uniformity in
the formulie of the more powerful prepar
ations at least be striven for, and the
fower and more representative the nuthor
ities nre the more likely will there be o
concentration for international areange
ment for such n purpose.

As libern) Canadinns we cannot at¥ord
to be narrow minded.  Tn a matter of this
kind, where the geneeal welfare rather
than our individuality is the the question
of supreme importance, our duty ix clear
ly in line with the ctfort of the mother
country to frume a pharmacoprein which
will, as far as possible, be a credit to the
imperial character designed for it by its
liberal minded editor.

Will We Moot.

———

Jn our lnst issue we endensored to direct
some attention to the pending meeting of
the Proviudal Pharuacoutical Assoia
tion, as we thought that a word in seson
might not be amiss.  So far we have not
been encouraged by the assurances of
support we hoped might be given the very
excellent  ofticers the  Association  has
selected to direct its alfairs, and wo fear
that unless events shape themiselves other
than they appear to be doing at present,
it will be wise to defer aty meeting until
some subject of immedinte and general
interest shall arise to call forth a spontan
cods desire for a gathe ring to discuss it

W, personally, arc of the opinion that
the subjects which could uow he profit-
ably treated of would warrant a full ut
tondance of druggists from all parts of the
Provine, but, as vur opinivn is ouly an
individual one, it can't bear much weight
in arousing general interest to an extent
necessary Lo ake such o gathering the
sucass it ought to L. The drug trade
of thu Province cannot expect to nnke its
intluence felt in 1egulating teade ditticul
tits wiless by concerted action upon well
defined principles.  The standing of it
members cannot be propurly duvated un
less upon the same basis of concerted ne
tion luevking towards scicutific attainment
The changes, which new conditions of ed
ueational training and association with
sister colleges makes necessary in the Act
which go.crns our calling, mnkes impera
tive united action to secure them,  The
necessity of striving to securo a strong
enforcement of the Act to protect the
privileges of those who are properly qual



