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TOPIOS OF THE WEEK.

» 1The Local Houso of Parliament hias boen
golng on in its usual undignified fashion.

% i3, however, doing somo uscful legisintive
work.

The Ashanteo expodition hasbeen crown-
ed with complets success. It is to pe hoped
that mattors will honceforth move on more
quiotly and peacefully in that barbarous

and, and that Britain will honceforth keep
out of such quarrels.

—

The only thing that has daring tho week
broken inupon the gonoral monotony in
Ontario has been the ocourronce of many
cases of daring burglary attonded in  some
cages with violenco. Evidontly wo have at
prosent among us & more than usaally
large number of tho "“dangerous class.”

Tho famine in India grows overy day
more formidable. It is to bo foared that
nspite of all the efforts put forth by tho
Imperial authorities very many will dio of
atarvation. Such wide spread calamitics
¢an only bo prevented by an extensivo and
completo system of irrigation. Much in
this way has already bson domo by ths
British authorities, but much still remains
{o bo accomplished. Such occurrences will
no doub$ hasten the work.

On the other side of the lines, tho cru.
sade ef tho Indies against the saloons and
genoral liquor stores proceeds with evor in-
creasing vigor and success. In mapy of
tho smaller towns and villages throughout
goveral statos, they havo closed up almost
every place where intoxicating liquors were
gold. Their mode of procedure is quite
characteristic. They gather round the
whiskoy seller’s door and continue in prayer
for, and in remonstrance with him till he
gives in, and promise to give up his accurs-
¢d business, This answers very well in
simall placos, where already tho current of
public opinion runs strongly in favour of
prohibition. Inlarger places it is differ-
ont.

Tho Marriago Bill a¢ present before our
Local Legislaturo provides for tho Banns
being proclaimed ononly one Sabbath,
oithier before, during, or immed ately after
public worship. One of the partics must
Lave previously resided at least fifteen days

witlun the Municipality as ot hume, and”

the proclamation must bo imado in the

hureh whero the minister who is to pro-
gido at the marringe nsually preaches. Li
censos oro to bo abolished, and instead cor-
tificates avo to bo issucd by persons duly
suthorized by the Liout.-Govorror, stating
that thero is ro legal or other reason why
tho marricgo should not be colebrated.
Ono of the partios to be married must give
nformation on oath to the issuer of these
certificates, and if anything falso or mu.s-
leading is stated of course tho informans
can bo proceeded agamst for perjury.
Evory clergyman moarrying on the warraut
of a certificate to bo free from any liability
should it turn out that there has beon auy
mistake or misrepresontation. Tho charge
for tho certificate is not to oxceed 82, but
His Excellency can, if ho choose, reduce 1t
a% any timeto & mauch lower figure, 1t 1a
to bo loped that tho Jaw abons registoring
all riarnnges wiil bo rigudly eaforced.  Ii
is simply ecandalous that any munister
chould act o dishonestly and illogally as
to neglect regsterng any msrriago at
which be officiates.

The united congregativus of Guthrie
Chmreh, Longwoud, and  Cuoke’s Church,
Caradoe, have called tho Rev. Alox. Susher-
land, Presbytery of Omatsa, U.S. These
are new charges; dulithe people hinve ai-
roady purehussd & globe of 15 seres upon
wiiioh thers are a munsy, stable and barn,
for sheir future paator.  The propacty is
onvirally situated, -

PRAYER MEETINGS.

Many complain of the difiloulty of koep-
ing up congrogational and othor prayer
mestings,  Atter overything tal can bo
thought of has boen done to m. ko them
interosting and profitable, the people dont
attendt by any great numbers and oven
thoso who aro found at thom don’t appear
to tako any deep intorvest in tho services,
Tho suggeetiona publiched on the sixth
page, mado by Mr, Moody whoso sorvicos
have boen go offoctive in tho presont rovival
work in Scotland, nany holp some who are
disoourng~d b the prayor moeting boing 5o
poorly attonded and fwho yet kuow of no
plan to mnko things different and bottor.

REVIVALS.

Whilo thore is so much talk about the
great work of graco st present going in
Scotland, a good many in Canada are
anxiously praying for a similar time of ro-
freshing for our Dommion frowm tho pres.
onco of the Liord. Thero aro no doubt ever
andanon taking placo ¢ rovivals' in differ-
ont parts of Canada, but thoro has for a
long tume past been no such extensive and
marked a work of Grace, as are taking
place in other lands. Why is this? Why is
tho blessing vouchsafed to othiors withheld
from Canada? We know in whom wo are
not siraitoned. Tho Lovd is ready to blees
here as elsewhere, and there are thoso who
are humbly and porsoveringly praying for
that blessing to dascend; wo hope at no
distant dny to bo ablo %otell in what way
and to what extont these prayers havo been
answored. With such a rovival asis desived
and prayed for many congrogational and
mmisterial difficultics would disappear,

DR. JENNINGS,

Wo are sorry to seo frome the report of
the last meoting of the Toronto Presbytery
that the Rev. Dr. Jennings has been obliged
to resign his chargo of tho congregation
with which he has been so long connected.
We trast that the rest winch tho Dr. will
now be able to take from eontinuous Jabour
may, under tho blessing of God, tend to the
restoration of & good amount of vigour, and
that ho may be able to do still considorable
work for the advancement ot that cause
with which he has been so long identified,
snd for which he has laboured' so long and
so assiduously. Dr. Jennings came to this
country in 1888, when Toronto was littlo
more than an insignificant village., Ho has
seon wonderful changes take placo both in
Church and State, and has the satisfactions
as he looks back, of believing that ho has
done his part mgorously to make the Can-
ada of to-day, both ecclesiastically and
civilly, very different from what it was
when ho first took up his abodo in the
guondom * durty Liwle York,” and not
more different than it is superior in every

respect. To  tho men and ministers
of tho present geucration it is
difficuit to gmve oven a faint iden

of tho Connda of 1838, with its domin-
ant and 1nsolont Lstablished Church, 1its
wresponsiblo Guvernment, and its impov-
enshied and discontented people. Prosby-
terian and other ministers could not then

and for many years after, celobrate mar-

niage, without first going Lefore o magis-

trate and taking the oath of allogiance,

though Roman Catholic Priests, whose luy-

alty to tho English Crown might lic under

the gravest doubts, were, alung with the

Ecghsh Church clergynen, zllov ~d by vir.

tuo of their office, to be freo from any suck

Lanuliation.  Justice was not o thing to be

expected by nny wlo were upposed to tuo

Government of the day, and all who did not

believe 10 wrrespounsiblo rule aud a dominang

Church wore marked won, aud regarded as

certamnly disloyal to the Briush Crown.

With many a Presbyierian was looked

upon as only suother word for a robel, and

tho Gouvernment sorvice wius a mero asylum

for the destituto and incapable members of
those famulies that havo long labored under

the strange delusion that soctely owed
themn & living withivat recciving anything
m return.  Di. Jeuuwings Lashved to seo ali

that changed; tho Clergy RRescrves
sceulanzod , the very last fragmeont of an

Lstablished Church removed , Couris of
law punfied, Ldacation extended and
improved ; the country rich, populous, and
prosperous ; and the prospoects beforo 1its
people, both in secular and roligious mat.
tora, of the very brighitest kind.  When tho
Dr. began hig labuurs in Toronto, we quos-

tion of ne ever hoped to seo the Presbyorian
cause 80 strong and flounshiag in this ey,
aud thisughout the cvuniry generally, aa it
18 to-day. What wull 1t be thirty-five yonrs
hence? No roason at all .why.tla advance
sliruld not be. as groat as-in thy past, In
tho nature of thtings, the Dz, long boforo
that tune will be gathered to Jus Pathors,
-but we but.re-ocho the wish of his many.
frisnds when we say we hopo he will'be,
spared $0 & groen old age; to 60 still groater
‘sdvansement thay evan ke has witnossed in’
tlie yourixy and Chursh with whieh. he Liss.
béen a0 Jongidentided, whiok Jvo hanzorvid
| 9o faithtully aad loved so-well,

THE.SALARIES OF MINISTERS,

Wo have takon no part in tho diseussions
going ou in our coluwna in reforence to the
froquont changes of ministers snd the
cnuses of so mauny vacancion, Of the fack
thera osn bs no doubt, whatover moy bo
the oampe, numbers of our mivisiers ave
Jeaving our Provincs, and numbera more
aro anxious for a change. Tho inadequate
reuumoration may not bo the only rexson,
but it cortainly is one of thom and & very
influental ono. Nor is it surprising, for it
is not poasible to live with any measuro of
comfort on the salarics whioh aro genorally
ocurront, There is no roason whatevor why
ministora should soffor a slow wmartyrdom
while they ean go clsewhore and have a8
fair o fiold for ovungolistio labour, and at
tho saino time somo protection from tho
weakoning and humiliating influence which
an madequate income 18 genorally found
to oxert on both mind and heart. A priest.
hood in purplo and n people in ragsis o
vory diegnsting spectacle, but when some-
thing hike tho convorse of that tnkes place it
is not much, 1f at all, mors sconuly,

Questions on the State of Roligion.

—

1.—~What is tho number of Commuai.
cants in your congregation?  Number re-
coived during the past yoar? Iow many
by certifioate ? ow many on profession
of faith ?

2.—~On what grounds aro applicants for
admission to communion recoived,and how
aro they doalt with in order to their admis-
sion ?

8.—Is tho discipline of the Churel faith.
fully maintained By the Session ?

4,—Is family worsh:p gonerally observed
by the mombers of the Church ?

6.—Aro thoro any prayer meetings con-
nected with tho congregation? If so, how
conducted ? How attonded? Any distniet
mootings conducted by tho Elders ?

6.—Havo you & Sabbath Sehool, or
Schools? Do the Elders show muech in-
torest in Sabbath School work ?  Ave the
teachers sustamed, in any good degreo, by
tho sympathy and co-operat on of tha mem-
bers of the Church? Isthe Shorter Cate-
chism used ?

7.—1Is thero any evidenco of inereasing
liborality, in tho congregation, ju the sup-
port of Gospel ordinances among thomselves
sud in contributions to tho Schemeos of the
Church ?

8.—How is tho Sabbathobserved in your
community ?

9.—Is intomperance on tho decrease, or
otherwize?  Any specinl means used in
ordor to 1ts supression ?

10.—Can you specify any particular hin.
drances to the advancement of Chnist's
causo among you?

11.—Can you specify any hopoful indica-
tions of spirttual life atong the youvg, or
in the congregation generally ?

In tho veginning of January, copies of
theso questions were addressed to all tho
Kirk Sessions of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, Additional copies have eince been
forwarded to tho Clerks of the various
Prosbytorics for the use of thoso who may
unot otherwise have received them, The
Committeo on the State of Religion wonld
oarnestly appeal to all the Sessions. to aid
them with material for o full report to be
laid beforo tho Assembly in June. Besides
such answors as Sessions may bo able to
give to the foregotng questions, the Com-
mitteo would gladly recurve any :nformation
or suggestions that may ennblo them more
officiently tu prosecute their work. If there
aro any of tho questions which Sessions
mny not be prepared to answer, or which,
for any reason they may judge it best not
to nuswer, tho Committeo hope that thoy
will not, on that account, refrain from an.
swexing the othera.

In thoe cirenlar first sont out, Sessions
wero roquested to forward answors to the
Clerks of therr respective Presoyteries on
or beforo the first ot March, Those who
may find themsclves unabls to do 8o, are
now requ ‘terd to furward answers to thowr
Presbytery Clerks on or before tho 1at of
April.

Trosras WARDROPE,

Convener of tho Assemly's Commitico on
the State of Religion.

Guelph, Feb. 18, 1874,

Tho anoual meoting of tho congregation
of St. Andrew’s Chnrgh, Ottawa, was held
in tho basement of tho now church, Mon-
day evening, B, McGullivray, BEsq., DIresi-
dent of tho Temporal Committeo 1n tho
chair. Tho Annual Report of the Temporal
Commuttes, togethor with tho Treasuro’s
financial statement, aud tha Report of the
Building Commattce, were presonted, ap-
proved, and found .> bo sausactory. Tho
now olcction was then proceeded with for
the onsuing year, ani resulted as follows :
—$. McGuthiveay, Preswdont; C. 8. Mo-
Nutt, Treasurer ; Robort Cassels, jv.,, Soc- '
rotory; and the How. James Skead, H., F.
Bronson, A. Drummond, G.. E. Ellott,
membora of Commuttoe. The following:
gontlemeon wero appointod to bo associated”
with the Temporal Commuttoe in all mat.
ters rolating to. Yo ercction of tho naw
Church :—J. M. Currisr, M.I, Thomas-

TPattorson, Jolin B, Booth, Roliert Skend, {1
:James L. Oro, Allan Gilmour, Ii. C. Ml

lovk, M.D;, George. P, Drummond, Andrew

‘Masiny McLaod Stewast, T, 3. 8colt. The:’
‘eangrsgntion véry proporly ramd: tiie sal-f
eiteomod Panjor. 147
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afy of thelf. much estee
49,600, This is not a0y toe: mueh, when;

Sk Fotices,

Brr2isn ano Foneian Bvanarricat Revigw.
January 1874,

This is o poriodical whicl needs nono of
onr commendation, Its oharagter has
beon long esiablished for both vigorous and
aven elogant writing, and it is not falling off
under 1ts prosent maungement. Dr. Dykes
13 in himself o host, and is woll cupported
by o band of able coadjutors. Wo,are as.
cordingly, not surprised that when & por-
fodionl of such excollonco is placed at the
low figore for which it is to bo liad, o
very largn number of onr rmnistors and the
moro ntoliigent among sho membera of our
churches should have besome subscribors to
the B. & F. L. Roview. This January
number oontains seven very roadable
articles,~ono by the Rev. Dr. Frasor, of
London, on the * Anglo-Catholio Movo-
ment " particularly so. We havo no room
for anything like an abstract of Dr. Frosor’s
papor. Very many, howover, will strongly
sympatiuzo with tho sentiments oxpressed
in tho following passago, for which alono wo
find rocm =

“ But while all this damage has boon
doue to tho ohaiacter and tone of the Eng-
lish Chureh, what havo the Evangolical
mon beon doing 2 If not so nmumerous as
those of tho High Church School still the
Evangelical clorgy havo far outnumbered
tho Trootariang and Ritualists: and with
tho support of tho laity, should have made
vory stout resistance to tho anti-Protestant
movement., Alas! thoy have had enough
to do to vindicato their own right to con.
tinuo as o party within tho Churoh, without
assuming to bo tho ropresontatives of the
whole Chureh., They have signed protests
and manitfestoos against the new move-
mont, have oncouraged inept suils at law
to restrain cortain practices, have called on
tho bishops, and shouted to the peoplo to
do somothing vigorous; but they havo lost
ground yesr by year, and present the aspect
of n baflled and discredited porty. .
Matthow Arnold has complimonted thom
on what must be, to consciontious men,
anything but o sourco of satiofaction that
thoy aro “of tho samo confrafernity with
men who hold that their Secriptural Pro.
testeutism is all wrong.” DBut fxo proconds
to say: ' This party is losing the future,
and feols that it is losing at. The best part
of their own younger generation, tho sol
diers of thoir vwa traiming are slipping
away from thom, and ho who now looks for
tho courco whenco pupular Puritan theology
derives power and gopularity, will not fix
Ins oyes on the Lvangehical clorgy of the
Charch of England.” Sucl language is
heard on ovory side: It cannot bo denied
that tho Evangelical olergy aro still four or
fivo thousand in nuinber, and that among
then. and tho laity of this School aro to be
found tho sweetest illustrations of indivi.
dual Christion piety: nevértheless, as o
party, thoy have littlo political influonce,
no literary prestige, no ris.ng men, and no
mspiing  hopo of victory. Any why 1s
this? Bocause thoy have nover learned
combination, have no compotont leadors,
have no facility in their Church Constitu-
tion for forming opivion, uniting suppori-
ers, and earrying measures; but are now
appesling to tho bishops, now rushing to
the courts of law, now agitating through
societies, each of which has its own pot
policy, and obstructs the others. But the
deepest reason of the weakness of tho party
15, in our judgmont, that they have no
cloar, sound, and well defined platform on
which to combine. They h.ve good his-
torieal ground as tho succossors in theoiagy
of tho reforming bisbops of tho sixteenth
century and of tho Horveys, Romaines and
Cecils of moro recent times. But, oven so
they can only cleim to be a party in the
Church, and cannot allege that the Church
of England should bo in their sense, and
exclusively, Evangelical. Thoy ecanunot
ovon mako out that IEvangelicism is the
most proper and legitimato outgrowth of
their Chureh system. Reviowing the tone
and course, and literature of that Church,
from the days of Queon Elizabeth till ncw,
wo foel cowpelled to say that the Evan-
gelical olergy have pot so cloara title as the
High Clurch party, to bo considered its
faithful exponents. They are Low Church
mon, not fully exhibiting the spirit with
which the Church 18 fraught. Bat thoair
nivals aro High Churchmeon, strong, and
unembarrassed, because they aro in full ac-
cord with the teaching and tendoncy of o
prelatic, half-reformed Church.”

Evcry one feols that this is literally true
of nll branches of tho Church of England,
whether ondowed or tho reverse. Many
will also sympnthize with Dr. Frasor when
ho adds 1—

* The Evangelical clergy claim our sym-
-pathy, and 1t is easy to givo it to thom, but
not so easy to treat their ccclesinstical posi-
tion and pohey with respeet. They do noet
scom to ho aware how much $hey are pro-
judiced in the eyes of tho most friendly on-
lookers, by denying baptismal regencration,
and yot affirming it as often as thoy rend
tho baptismal office: denying clerical priest-
hood, nud yet accepting the namo of
priests ; denying confession to o priest, aud
yo$ using and oven lauding a prayer book
that provides for both. Worse still, the
majority of thom dread and depreoats agi.
tatien for the amendmont, 1n theso: very
particulars, of the Liturgy aud atechism,
and prefor to trust to interprotafions of tho
Prayer Book quite as ovasive . tho Tract-
arian interpretation, of tho articles. It iz
‘on this account that they roccive less consie
derntiont than their character aud their
fidelity to Divino truth would othoriwise
command. Tlhey arein an éqhi cal posi
“tion : and as :Hogical and provisionu! as Eng-

N
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‘hisbimon are . regard to old institutions
and parties nothing cun provent aun cquivo.

el position from iovolving essentinl weak::

nees and Serions didalvaniags.

Buvnﬁy ﬁn Rov, Joha Thdmnnz ;

jho: Righ opo} of. liring, oh- ine, Cogikel sis
B i o e S

ot
-AYr, waasaade ihe rpeipiegh of o yalwable

Winigters and Clivvehee, h

Dy, Begg has roturnod to Scotland, f::);,
Reow Zoland,in oxcvllont heslth,

Tho Licv. David Mitohell, Canal ~trget,
Now York, has been oalled by tho eongw'.
gntion of Calvia Chuyeh, 8¢, Johns N, B,

Wo propose to give occasivnally o servaon
by seme distingwshed prescher, many arg
familior with tho ono wo givein this fsgyp
but many others aro not.

Itissaid tho congregation of BrakinoChureh
Montreal, propose, in the event of Rev, My,
Gibson declining the call {0 Ohiengo, to
raiso his stipend to 94,000 per annum,

At tho Toronto Presbytory mecting, Iast
Tuosday, the Rev. Thomas MoPhorson,
M.A., of Stratford, was unanimously nomi.
natod 28 Moderator of noxt Goneral Aszom.
b.y.

The Rov. Dr. Taylor of tho Tabornaole,
Broadway, Now York, has heen in Qanads,
for tho pnst weak., Ho locturoed lnst avening-
in Gould-stroot Church, or * Books ang
Roading."

Tho mowbers of the C. P. congregation
Chatles-streot Toronto, aro about to call the.
Rev. James Robortson, of Paris, to be thois-
postor. Thoy are very united and cordial
in this movoment and havo groat hopes of
being successful,

“

The Student’s Missionary Socioty, con-
nected with Knox Collego propeses to send
two of the third yoar Studont’s to labour in
Manitoba during the summor, with the
understanding that if things should go as
anticipated, their brothren will tako license
and finally settle in the Prarle Province.

On Wednesday, 28th ult., the membors
and adbioronts of the I rosbyterinn congre.
gation, Port Dalhousis, prosented a valu.
able gold watch and chain to Mr. John Den.
ton, for many years older of the-'Church,.
Preeentor, and Sabbath School Superin.
tondont.

A fow ovenings ago—the studonts of the
Canada Presbyteri in College, in this city,
presonted an address to the Rov. J. M.
Gibson, Professor of Exegesis in that insti-
tution, ond pastor of Erskine Church, in
this eity, oxpressing their high approciation
of his servicos and rogret at his pr¢ buble
removal from Montreal, —Witness,

Tho Montroal ¥Wilness says:—Rov. Mr,
McDonald, C. P. Church, Alexasdria, On.
tario, preached in Cote street Church last
Sabbath aflornoon in Gaelic, and in the
ovoning in-English. Ho also nddressed the
Sunday-school Bible class, giving an account;
of the reasons which inducod him to leave
the Roman Catholio Church, in wbich he
was brought up, and becomo a Protestants.
Ho has evidently attained to the very
creditable position which ho now occupies
in the church by mesnas of extraordinary
eporgy and seli denial.

The followiug statecment of facts and
figures was given by tho committce of mane
agoment tho other evening at the social in
the Canadn Prosbyterian Church, Soaforthe
Tho commiitoo announced that for the pee
riod of Mr. Goldsmith’s pastorate no sube
scription had been inken for any purpose
till this winter ; that all tho money rawsed
by tho church has beon contributed byt
plato collections and pow rents, and that
tho commttee by such voluntary contribw
tions have been ablo to pay all ourrent exe
penses, (32,000 per annum,) and to apply
$5,000 on tho oapital account of the churel
1n tho space of throoyears and a half. They
have now, by u subseription owculated
through tho congrogation, raised an ad
ditional sum of $2,000, for tho church debt¥
making 1n all $7,000 on eapital acconndy
bosides current oxpensss. So muclk for the
voluutary principle.

The induction of tho Rev. Alex. Bur
as pastor of the Presbyterian congrogation
at Puint Edward, took place on Tuesdsye

’
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tho 24th ult, undermost favourabloanspices. -

A vory successful social meoting swas held
n the eveoning, Rev. John Thompson, of
Saruia, ably filled tho chair; aftor.!et,'
suitablo speechos wero delivored by Rowd

Messrs. Cutitbertson, of St. Thomas, Moq

Kinuon, of Bolmant, Ross, of Point Edwarde
and the newly ordawed munister, M2
Barr. Quits an novel fenturoof tho ontertaing
ment was an address from Mr. McKionom.
i the Gasliclanguage, wlich was the canaes
ot tho greatest merrimont. Heo qaite won.
the hearts of the Gaclic poople, and thoaghe
quito unintelligblo, oxcopt av intervals
whon be spoke in English, to the majority
of the autiance, yet ho reccived 1most pau-<
found attention. Mr. Burr, being intro~
duced to the audionce, thon camo forwar®
as tho spokesman of tho songrogation, ani
presented Mr, Thompsez. mith an addresy,
thanking him for tho intorest which he bad.

.always manifeated in.thoir spiritual wabe
fare, and praying that;the blessing of God

might follow him through x;}l hin- futurer
carosr. Mr. Thompson replied in -suitsble

| tenns, thianking:AKemm for tho oxpression’e
{ appeosistion which Iind beea-terdored hiss,

abd- ozpressing: his ‘hopa.that.the walos
“whish was Vedddey foiinéd - Betwosn paster.
nd grople wighi feleiad bg e
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