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W. D. Crout, in the Ohis Farmer, gives
a very readable experience of his in the
“ Experieuce [tems ”” in that paper, As
there are many good hints in it, we 1e-
produce it entire :

“ The sheep boom, which reached its
climex in 1872, was gatherivg its force
in 771, and theexcitement began to crop
out in various ways. Would-be pur-
chasers were on the alert to find some
honest Granger who “did not take the
papers,” and trick him out of a part of
his money. My mind now recalls an
unsuspecting old farmer who had a flock
of cheep and set his own price at $2.50
per head, and has since repented in sack-
cloth and ashes for lus ignorance ; but,
nevertheless farmer-fashion, I doubt
whether he even takes his county paper,
much less a good reliable city or agri-
cultural journal, Likean old man who
once lived near me,and was addicted to
horse trading ; one day he traded for a
horse that had four ringbones which he
did not discover till he arrived homte.
Sadly contemplating them in the pres-
cuce of & horse jockey friend, he ex-
claimed, * I t3ll you what, Johu, here-
after the fir:t thing I look for will be
ringbones.” The old gent above re-
ferred to is doubtless on the alert for
sheep men,

The year 1871 my sheep nnly sheared
a trifle ovar six pounds, and as I bhad
passed through onc boom I was deter-
niined not to be caught napping. As
buyers were thick and urging me to set
a price, I at length concluded that if
any one wanted my flock, lambs and all,
at $5.00 per head, and would let me se-
lect five ewes, I would sell. Well
about November the man who wante
$6.00.sheep came along, and the bar-
gain was struck. No esooner had the
news reached town that I had sold, than
wool buyers told me I had jfooled myself
—that wool would be doubtless $1.00
per pound, etc. But an old friend once
told me to always scll when everybody
wanted to buy, and that time secmwed to
have come, The result al least showed
it, although the fivesheep Isaved shear-
ed nearly torty pounds and raised lambs
the wool from these five cwes bringing
me an even $24,

Well, my flock now seemed to beina
somewhat homeopathic condition, reduced
to asmall compacs, and unlike the akove
gystem, not easily diluted. But on the
principle of “large streams from little
fountains flow,” I commenced carefully
breeding to suit my taste, which had
been changing from the usual method
of breeding fine-wool sheep. At this
time it seemed to be the ambition of
most breeders to see how many wrin-
Xles could be produced on theleast sur-
face, and as I had been eminently suc-
cessful in that direction and had a flock
that all the sheep shearers disliked to
shear, and frequently indulged in
v italics”” while shearing them, I con-
cluded to change the programme and
breed large smooth sheep. Consequent-
ly I procured a large smooth buck,
weighing 165 pounds, and bave since
increased in length of staple, heavier
fleeces, and less gum (tally one for Bro,
Powers),

1t will perhaps be as well to mention
that some of the Cotawold rams honght
by the farmers during the fever had failed

to realize their expectations, and as.

many as I could use for shipping pur-

oses wera freely bought at from $4 to

7 per head, Two large farmers in
Chesterfield bad svoiled their whole
flocks and sold out baiand baggage, to
commence anew with fine-wools. I
bought one fiuck &f snchundred bhead,
and [think for]onﬁ-legged, bow-backed,
slab-sided sbeep they were the ne plus
wira of my experience, This was the

result of crossing Cotsweld buck o fine
ewes. The readers of the Former will
perhaps temember that I once before
alluded to this kind of cross, and warned
them to avoid crossing in that way, but
to croes Cotswold ewe with Merino
buck.

In the year 1873 I sheured ten head
—five ewes and five lambs—obtaining
about seventy pounds. Of course my
lambs did not shear so much as grown
sheep the first year, neither does any
grade of fine-wool sheep I know of.
Conrse cheep, Leicester for example,
ghear more the first year than ever
afterwards. I speak of this more par-
ticularly now in conseiuence of what
chhae says about S, B, M.’s flock in
I'ebruary 26 number of the Farmer. I
find by referring to my wool book thut
I can not give the correct amouunt as to
average for the ycars ’74, °76, and 7,
as I divided the ileeces as per direction
of wool buyers who claiwned that fleeces
should be done up not to exceed six
pounds, My health also being poor at
the time, I did not take my usual inter-

. est in afiairs that I do under other cir-

cumstances. A part of this time wool
sold for only 27 ceuts.”

HA1R is perhaps as little understood
as skin, until observation in practical
dealing with cattle teaches what soxt of
hair is the best for any particular breed
to grow. The uninitiated in agricul-
tural matters almost invariably take a
sleek coat a8 their ideal of perfection.
“ A little learning” runs to the opposite
extreme, and makes the novice describe,
for instance, what he thinks the per-
fection of hair on a shorthorn, as “iully
that length,” marking off halfway down
the back of one hand, with the fingers
of the other placed across it, the length
from that part to the tips of fingers,
and exactly like the hair of the High-
land Seoti, Nearzr the trueconception
of the best shorthorn hair was Mr,
Hutchinson of Grassy Nook, when in a
unique pamphlet he described Sockburn
Sall as the cow whose ‘ handling was
rich and mellow, and her coat like glosa
velvet, without a Highland hoir.” = Vel-
vet scerns to ournotions now somewhat
too short to afford a happy simile, but
we don’t want anything like the shag.
giness in the coat of a shorthorn. The
term *mossy,” although not not ex-
actly right, conveys to those who under-
stand the idea of shorthorn hair of the
right sort —London Agriculturist.

THE color of the horn, as inuch asits
form or ivs size, varies with the breed,
Horns of ebon hue are prized when the
wearer is a black Kyloe, woefully dis-
liked when, in too faithful testimony to
the forgotten facts of years long past,
they sprout from the frontal bone of a
shorthorn. The shorthorn breeder,
again, desired to avoid the chalky-white
horn, which, in some breeds, is the right
thing. The breeder of Herefords, while
agreeing with him in liking a color free
from black, does not admire the clear
sea-greenish horn so much admired by
some breeders of shorthorns, Small,
narrow-set, upturned horns, white-root-
ed and tipped with black, have the ap-

robation of Jersey breeders, and small
Eut elevated horns, somewhat like the
two sides of & parenthesis are the char-
acteristic adornments of an Aymhire
cow.~—Agricultural Gazelts,

Never feed the young pigs on strong,
concentrated food, such as ground corn,
peas or ¢ther grain, alone, Give ailk
(if obtainable) or water, with equal pro-
portions of bran, shorts and boited po-
tatoes, or other roots or vegotebles; if
the bran and shoxts can be scalded, so
much the butter,

-
TonroxTO Oil Compa.ny are ole manuine-
turora of *Castoring” Machine Oil, lufrluge.
ments will ba progacuted,
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AGRICULI URFE.

THE WLIGHAT OF S01LS,

It i3 impowible to determine the ex-
act weight of any soil, as it varies ac-
cording to its porosity, amount of wates
contained, the per cent. of sand, ({:rawi,
clay, etc., present. No one handful or
bushel of 20il from a field is identical
with any or every other lika guantity.
The following figures are from John-
son’s “ How Crops Feed 7 :

Dry sand welghs avout 110 1bs. por cubio ft.
Henvy 0]3? (1] 114 75 111 “ ]

Half 3andandoisy * 96 & ¢ "
Rich pardenmoutd ¥ Ty ¢ " "
Poat “ 30030 ¢ "

A sandy so’l which is spoken of as
“light ¥ is so because worked with
greater ease than the “heavy” clay
that weighs some 35 pounds less per
cubic foot, “The resistauce offered by
soils 1n tillage is more the result of ad-
hesiveness than of gravity.” The
specific gravity of a soil is its weight
compared with the weight of an equal
bulk of water. 'The water is taken as
the standard of cormparison, and its
gpecific gravity (sp. gr.) is called (1).
A cubic foot of water weighs 624
pounds. By com{:aring the weight of
various goils with thiy their apecific
gravities are obtained. The sp. gr. of
good agricultural soils is not far from
2.68—that is, such scils are two and
sixty-eight hundredths times heavier
than water. A cubic foot of it would
weizh about 1673 pounds.—Ez,
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DRILLING XN WHEAT,

A writer in the Ohio Farmer gives an
interesting paper on this subject from
which wc take the following extract:

You may drill in whest too deep to
erminate at all ; put it in a little shal-
ower and it may grow, but with very

little vigor ; putit in still a little shal
lower and you will find that it will
grow still more vigorously, Continue
on at this until you have some cover-
ed barely one- half to one inch deep,
and you will find that this shallow
planting will grow with more vigor
than any of the rest, provided always
that the soil be moist and solid, Wheat
will form two sels of roots. Suppose
yon drill your wheat in pretty deep.
[t will come up but feebly, forming
one set of roots at the grain, another
set at the surface ; your wheat may
grow and look pretty weil in the fall,
if it prove to be moist weather, but
wait until freezing weather in March
comes on, and thawing in daytime,
Suppose you geta rain suflicient to
saturate the surface soil, and at night
get one of those sudden freezes, as we
of often have in March, The ground
will be frozen tight to the wheat at the
curface, and in raising will snap the
glender stem between the two gets of
roots, and if ‘his freezine and thawin

should continue you will lose & 200

deal of your wheat. I haveseen wheat
in rich, black soil, in Wayne county,
Ohio, 80 badly injurea in this way that
although looking pretty well in early
spring, when the dry winds and weath-
er would come on it sesmed io fade,
and upon examination it was found to
bo so loose that it could be brushed
away with the hand, I have heard
farmers say that the worms bad cut off
their wheat, when I was well satisfied
that the frost had done the work, So
well am I satisfied of the advantages of
having the soil made fine and solid for
wheut that I have come to value a good
heavy, but small roller for that purpose.
I would assoon think of doing without
a harrow as I would without a roller.
Ithink that making the spil solid for
wheat is better, for atleast two reasons:

Your drill will not put the wheat in so-

deep, and it will keep moist cenough

where the graine lie to keep it ¢ rowing,
The firee thing T use after o field is
plowed is the roller, then harrow both
ways, and roll egain,  Then I dvill fine
ground puroc raw bone, putting on from
200 to 250 pounds tu the acre, and run-
ning north ard south. Now I roll
againt ard drill my wheat rows east and
west and across the hone, running my
drill as shallow as possible, only so 1t
will cover the wheat, 1 sowgonly2 }
bushele to the acre. I do not want
more. Last harvest I had only two
small fields ; one piece of 4} acres was
clover sod ; had been mown two years,
then corn two years, then oats, then I
put on a little barnyard manure where
it was most needed, probably on half
the field, then plowetf and treated as
described. Wheat drilled in on the 12th
of September. The other field, 63
acres, had been an old pasture field.
Plowed and put in corn; in the fall corn
cleared frormp two acres, corn stubs cut
off below the upper roots with o sharp
mattock and hauled off. Bone drilled
in 200 pounds to the acre (ground not
plowediI Then I drilled 1n the wheat
11 bushels to the acre.  In the spring
the rest of the field 44 acres, was put in
potatoes, which made a fair crop. The
two acres of wheat produced about 6O
bushels. These two acres was then
manured and the whole field plowed
for wheat. The 44 acres wheore the
potatoes were had no mapure for corn,
potatoes or for the wheat. I used 260
pounds of bone to the acre. Wheat
drilled in on the 22nd of Septewber.
One of these fields 18 near the barn, and
83 we keep 2 good many chickens, they
destroyed a good-sized piece of it, and
et 1 had from the eleven acres 378
ushela of choice clean wheat, no cockle
and vo chessin it.  This makes about
344 bushels to the acre.

I will say here that about four acres
of this ground has bad no barnyard
manure in twenty years, There hag
beon great improvement in the hand-
ling of thesoil in our (Washington)
township in thelast ten years. I made
the prediction some five years siuce
that this township would yet produce
80 bushels of wheat to the acre, I was
lnughed at for making the prediction
and called foolish, at the time. But
since harvest one of my neighbors, in
speaking of it said to me, “I guess you
were pretty near right for all”, and T ex.
Eect row to accomplish it if [ live, as I

ad this year 47} bushels to the acre,
average, on one field.
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AGRICULTURE can not be carried on
by any rigid rule. The soil vf no two
fields i3 precisely alike, or would be
alike benefitted by the same treatment.
No two seasons are precisely alike, All
is variety and change. Intelligent farm-
ing is learning to adapt methods to con-
dition and circumstances, Thero are
fixed princiﬁles that apply to each con-
dition, The man who masters prin-
ciples cox become & muoster in practice,

-

AN Indiana farmer tried four differ-
ent fertilizers for melonsa—poultry
droppings, well rotted cow manure,
barnyard manurs, and old boues (gath-
ered upon the farm jand reduced by
placing them in alternate layers with
ashes the previous year) mixing all
liberally in the different hills, which
were cight feet apart each way, and he
says : ‘“auch & crop of melons as came
from the hills that had the bone dust I
never saw before.”

Mow aad whon lovely woman show by out-
ward sxgn,

The Death's durt wislded by thoe band benign;

How {;lad whon death rselenting, shoathes

Aud tgdur% ing Blosaom’'s used, at once
ud whon Sprin 03aoIn sed, ;
depnurt:.l 8 11430204




