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and destructive of picty. ¢ Lt another
man praisc thee, and aot thine own mouth ;
a stranger, and not thine own lips, is us
appropriate, and ucedful an instruction
to collective bodies, as to individuals.
Liet ua see the man wha is perfect in his
own estination, without spot or fuult,
who hias no eaa to listen 1o reproot—
who resents every attempt of anather to
draw his attention to his faalty, and wo
shall neither see a Christian, ov o wise
mau 3 wastly we shatl see e insuflerable
nuisance in soclety, The case i just
the sume in colleetive bodies,  Besides,
the world at large wants to hiear less of
Methodism, mud to feel moro of its evan.
gelizing elfects, 1t is not necessmy for
them to parade befove them its excellen-
cies, vor fur Methodists 1o sound a
trumpet befoce them 1t is fnvidious in
relation to other Christian communities,
to be always dwelling on the sentiment
# God is with ug,” ug i it was intended
to e vead God i3 with us, in a specially
cminent seuse, more 3o than with others,
Before baasting of this, if it were true,
it shonld be remembered that he who hus
said—a bruised reed he will nat break,
or the smoking fax will he not quench—
applying this sentiment ta the fuct, that
Godis with every degree of goodness
wherever it is found, thatwsay that God
is with us, is o more than every one
may say for his encouragemment, if he
rossess une good thought or desive. But
if he rest in this consolation, aud desire
is not followed by obedient love, it is u
vain boast nud an awful delusion. The
sentiment ought to bo enlarged as we
have suggested. ¢« The Lord is with
you, while ye be with him.”  This, while
it gives cncouragement, add'sa necessery
caution. Muy we nat, with pmpricly
therefore, request our Methodist public
writers to say less about Gad being with
us, but to take care to prove it,—less
about our beloved Methodisin, but to be
determined to make it lovely. Let all
the energies that Methodism has brought
into such effective operation be roused,
and kept up to their full vigor, in all the
departments of our institutions, and it
must be so; the world would then feel an
immense moral aud spiritual improve-
ment, without hearing so much of the
agent, aud the glovy be asceribed to God.

It is also very bud policy to be always
‘beating the drum—muaking so much noise
in the world, that more is really expected
of us than we can du; lence the world
is disappuinted, and no credit is given
for what may have been done.

Lt us then keep the sentiment before
us, “The Lord is with you, while ye
be withhim.”  How encouraging to be
assured ofthis! e is with the baptized
or unbaptized, with tho Turk and the
Christinu, with the Jew and the lufidel;
with all men_ without exception, who in
uprightness incline to obey him. le
will T)ring them health aud cure.  “ Lot
I have scen hisways, T will heal him saith
the Lord.”  And he is only with them,
so long as they are with bim. \What an
awfully inte -esting subject this ought 10
be to all, but especially to ministers of
the Gospel.  When the accursed thing
entered the camp of Isreal, though there
was only one oftender, the Tord left it,
and immediately drew tho sword on his
own people. He is unchangeable, ho
must do so still in cvery case of sin.

The latter clause of tho Seripture
Lefore us, is that which we have chicfly
to notice—and to meditate on day and
night. The first—that God is with us,
while we are with him, is settled, safe

and cternnlly sure; we need not be anx-
ious rhout it: the latter is our auxious,
fearful, incessandy thoughtful charge.
« [Lot us hearthe conclusion of the whole

watter : Fear God and keop his Com- |

nnudments 1 for this is the whole of
wmun,”
[ pl—

THE RIGH'T TO PETITION,

On the subject of the vight of the
members of the Church to petition the
Conferenee, the following strange reso-
lntion has been passed ut the late ses-
sion,  Itiain veply o n petition from
Cobourg t—

“In nuawar to the Cobonrg Memorial,”

« Resoleed ~1'hat while there 1« nothing on the

jourmmls of e Conference gnasanteeing to the
Ity the rght 10 pennnn, yel there i nothing in
the conatitntion or nsages of the Church depri.
ving the membership of the privitege s and the
Conference will, thetefore, at afl tines receive
such memorials and pettions as may be respect.
fully expressed.”

*As st respects the medinm of convovance,
we consider any wember, or number of mon .
bera of the Chureh have the andoubted nght to
present a pelition, address, or memotial o the
Couference, through any meduan they wny
think Imvpcr: while, at thy smne tne, we know
of no lnw or tenge of onr Church, making it the
duty of n member of the Conference, or any
other persou, to ba the bearer of any petition or
memonal 1o the Conference, or elsewhere, uu-
leas at his own option

We have vemarked that this is a
strange resolution, and the move we look
at it, the more are we astonished that
any set of men could be found sitting to
produce such a muss of wards bath” su.
perfluous and coutradictory ; the abject of
which could only be to throw the ques-
tion into confusinh,—to admit the right,
und thereby gain the reputation of some
degree of liberality ; and, at the same
time, to put every difticulty in the way
of the exercisc of that right. Who
would expect to find, in the journals of
the Conference, the guaranteco of the
right to petition?  Aad if, on searching
those journals, nothing was faund ecither
for or against that right, why were the
Jjournals mentioned ?

We contend that neither the guarantee
of that right uor a deprivation of it onght
to be founs there.  On Methodist prin-
ciples, the quarterly meetings appoint
ministers to labour among them i the
Gospel, in the first instance; conse-
quently, the same authority has an inhe-
vent 1ght, not, perhaps, so much to
petition, as to control the Conference,—
to call them to account for their canduct.
Where there is power to make, there is
power to superintend and regulate.

On New Testament principles, Minis-
ters arc not absolute lords, but the ser-
vaunts of the Church of God. T'his pre-
tended concession of the yight to petition
is an assumption of power, in opposition
to the Scriptures; itis the very esseuce
of Popery. Take this away from the
system of Popery, and there remains
nothing not removeable and curable in
the institutions of that Church. Add
this to any Church, no matter by what
name it is called, and antichrist rules
in that Church,

On moral principles, ministers have
no right to assume absolute authority
over the Church, as they ave paid for
their Jabour; the buyer and the seller
are equally responsible to each other.
We make these remarks, becnuse, even
the act of conceding the right to petition,
implics absolute power on the part of
tho conceding party.

The second clause of the resolution
admits the right to petition, but embar-
tasses its cxercise by declaring that it

is optional with a minister or any uther
person to be the beaver of it.  This sim-
ply informs us that it we cannot procure
u bearer for our petition it connat be
sont.  Surely, 1t was uot intewded that
the timo of the Conference should be
thus wasted in making a formal resolu-
tion of this nature,

We suspect it is a sort ol povt fucto
law, to help the President of the Con-
forence out of the difticully he placed
himselt’ in, by suppressivg the memo.
iial of the Toroto City Quarteily Meet-
ing Inst year.  But there is no anodogy
hetween the case as stated in this revolu-
tion, and that of the suppressed memo-
vinl.  The President of the Conference
was under no obligation to take chargo
of that memoerial; ot might have been
fsent by other meuns. But when he
f madoe himself a party to it, by sugpgest-
ing the strongest ﬂ)ur& of it,~thae Puost-
script,—nmd when he expressed his de-
sire *“10 be sent strong to Conference,”
{he was under o strong moral obligation
{to lay it before the Conference, und even
lto plead in favour of it.
| Being well acquamnted with the pecu-
liavities of Methodism, we  suspect
another object of this resolution to be to
prevent Ministers in futwme being offi-
eially parties to sending memorials o
Conterence. By the word eficrally, we
mean that as presiding over the Quar-
terly Meeting, they shall have nothing ta
do with petitions,—they shall not ofter »
resolution for the approbation of the
meceting on the subject; thus is the vight
of petition quashed at once. You may
petition is the ironeal coneession; but
no preacher shall sanction a pention, is
the condition of it; and without that
sauction, it will be unoflicial, aud of
cowive inadmissible to the Conterence. 1f
thig is not the object of this part of the
resolution, it must be the cfiect of it m
all cases wheroe the object of the petition-
ers is not agreeable to the Preachers,
We conclude that the right to petnion 13
denied, the power to do so1s umphed in
the assumption of conceding 1t; for, it
the Conference can grant, they can wath-
Lold. 1tis imphed in the guileful and
disengenuous language of tiis resolution,
which eflords unother instance of the
machinery of Methodism bemng managed
by artful, special pleading and crafty ex-
pedients.
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THE MISSIONARY SOCILTY.

In a former number, we pointed out
the objectionable construction of the
Missionary Saciety, or rather, showed
that there was no such Society in exis.
tence, for want of that ergamzation
which could give it an existence, distinet
from that of the Couference, or that of
the membership at large. We now
leam from the Guardian of June 25th,
that 2 new constitution bas been formed,
the nature of which will, doubtless, ap-
pear in_the next aunual Missionary te-
port.  So far, our complaint in relution
to this subject, is jusufied. Wehave no
further remark to nake now, than to
notice, that, onthe occasion of rescinding
the old, and adopting a new constitu-
tion, for anything revealed to the public,
there was no meeting of the Missionury
Society hield for that purpose, the par.
ties present being only the Ministers who
transacted the business. We always
thought the Missionary Society consisted
of its subseribers, and, according to the
old constitution, all subscribers of £1
and upwards were eligible to vote fur




