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T HE symptom-s, diagnosis and characteristics of prostatic eniargemient
will not receive mnuch notice: for to give a full paper on the sub-

ject would occupy far' too n2uch of -vour vailuable tirne. Although the
treatinent of chronic prostatic enlargement bas long, been under the
attention of the profession, and, notwvithistanding( the great progress made
towards its solution, thiere is stili room. for imiprovemnent, aithiougli we
think an almost ideal operation can be done, of which you wvill hear biter
on. The prostate gland-nusculo glaizduloe -situ ated at the outiet of
the bladder, and surrounding its neck, behiind the triangular ligament
and impinging on the rectum, ba-, two lobes, united by an inferior and
superior isthnius f romn apex to base, this union forms the pros.atic region
of the, urethral canal. The base embraces the vesico-urethral orifice
and the zanterior ends of the supermatic caniais. It is well supplied with
blood vessels, nerv'es and Iymphiatics, wbich xnay explain the more or less
mental and physical reflexes whichi occur after operations, and also in
infectiotis diseases attacking this organ. It is both a genital and a
urinary orgýan, because the milky inucous secretion contributes largely to
dilution of .semen; and, beingr iiiscular, hielps the ejaculation of senien.
The floor is particularly the seat of the pleasurable sensations, experi-
enced iu the functional act. There is a divergence of opinion as to
whether it assists in urination or not; but the majority are of the
opinion that, being an integral part of the urethrna, it assists in expelling
the urine. It attains its normal size about 2.5 years of age, and in-
creases slightly after 50. Enlargeinent is the proper terni, niot hyper-
trophy, as it is flot ov'er-nourished, but ra.ther the contrary.

Prostatic enlargement is a disease of old age, seldom giving trouble
under 4.5 years of age. Not more than 40 per cent. of men, between 5.5
and 70, are affected with chronic enlargemient, wliich rarecly begins after
î70: and of those 40 per~ cent. not more than 6 per cent. sumer seriously
frona disord ered n riniati on.

So it seenis plain with such a di\~ ersity of iiiortlid states and freaks
of formn, that no exact inethod Of treatinelnt cain consistentiy be adopted,
but that the proper mianagr-emient of any case mus. be premised b1-y a
diiguneit iniquiryv into eachi pairticular case.

Fornierly, the progressive enlarg<eînent was regarded as a chronic
iiîflaninatory action. Later on, ,y' tiie aid of modern meathods, researchi

.A Ijoaptr r..m.i 1<i.fo,î' Ille lii'.2 IuIiv.i A-Ss iiiit il].


