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the development of the tubercle bacilli."-Braith-
waite, July 1883 ; p. 73.

What say you, Koch, can this be true?
(The very statement seems to chill us;)

Is there, then, nothing we can do
Against this terrible bacillus?

A molecule, brandishing fell darts,
Arm'd, in the air, to meet and kill us;

Or burrowing in our vital parts,
Oh dread, invincible bacillus!

Monster! in microscopic space,
Who doth with seeds of death instil us;

Hast thou no vulnerable place,
No heel like that of old Achilles ?

Has science nought f9r such a foe,
(Just as new hope llegan to thrill us ?)

Come! who will strike a mortal blow
And vanquish the renowned bacillus?

Yours, &c.,
THOMAS W. POOLE. M.D.

Lindsay, Nov., 1883.

Lutports of dte.

MICHIGAN STATE BOARD*OF HEALTH.

(Concerted action by State Boards of Health.)
There hîs been a growing conviction among

leading sanitarians intrusted with the official exe-
cution of practical health measures, that while the
work of the American Public Health Association
is of inestimable value in promoting the interests
of sanitary-science and sanitary reform, there is a
constantly increasing need for an*annual confer-
ence of State and other health officials in regard to
practical affairs of their every.day work, some part
of which work cannot profitably be discussed in a
public meeting consisting largely of persons not
familiar with its details.

After due consideration, a meeting of represen-
tatives of State boards was held at Detroit, during
the recent meeting of the American Public Health
Association, at which, after discussion, it was de-
cided tocall a meeting of the secretaries or other
representatives of all State boards of health, in
Washington, during May, t884, for the purposes
Inentioned, and with the view of organizing a sec-
tion devoted to State Board work in the present
Association, or the formation of a pernlanent sepa-
rate organization especially adapted to the needs
of State Boards of Health.' Drs. Henry B. Baker,

of Michigav, and J. N. McCormack, of Kentucky,
were appointed a committee to confer with and
secure the co.operation of all the State Boards in
fulfilling the object of the meeting, and Drs. C.
W. Chamberlain, of Connecticut, J. E. Reeves, of
West Virginia, and Stephen Smith, of New York,
were appointed a committee on organization, to
report at the meeting in May. The American
Medical Association meets in Washington in May;
and another reason for holding the meeting in
Washington is, that the representatives of the State
boards may also have an opportunity for confer-
ring with the senators and representatives in Con-
gress from their respective States, in regard to
national sanitary legislation. It would seem that
whenever the health authorities of all the States
shall meet, discuss, and agree upon the course they
will pursue with respect to yellow fever, cholera,
smallpox, or any disease which endangers public
health without regard to State lines or borders,
and whenever all State Boards shall açt in concert,
considerable progress will have been made in solv-
ing the problem of what are the best methods for
national action in regard to inter-state and mari-
time quarantine or inspection and disinfection, as
well as in the practical control of epidemic dis-
eases within the several States of this country.

ONTARIO BOARD OF HEATTH.

The third regular meeting of the Board was held
in Toronto on Thursday, Nov. 29 th, 1883, and
two following days. After routine the Chairman
made a number of verbal communications, and the
Secretary presented his quarterly report of com-
munications received and work done.

A communication was received from Mr. Nas-
mith, baker, Toronto, referring to the probable
relations of continued periods of moist weather,
upon the consumption of bread and other articles
of food.

Dr. Cassidy presented a report on the "Smoke
Nuisance," and the. report of the committee on
School Hygiene was read and adopted.

It was moved by Dr. Cassidy, seconded by Dr.
Covernton, " That in view of the agitation which
is taking place regarding the pollution of Ash-
bridge's Bay, Toronto, by liquid manure from the
cow-byres, the committee on the Disposal of Sew-
age be requested to report to the Board on that
subject."-Carried.
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