
314 ,'CANADIAN JOURNAL

prescribe frequent and forcible syringings for Tbough the Eustacliian siender
the removal of ceramen that is not preselnt, or tube Of about six ilites i ingtb sightiy curv-
to blindly grope for foreign bodies which have ed at mie cid, nnd preferab]y of liard rubber,
already escaped fromn the meatus, or possibly iiitroduced tlîroig flic nostril-yieids the
never entered it. palm to tht Politzer înetiod for the conven-

The Politzer apparatus-a large rubber bul e e aid wide range cf its applicatioî, its reat
or bag vitl a rubber tube eniding in a nose- value is fuiy est:bishîed, not only ns ln ellicient

piece attacied to its nozzle--is very serviceable adjunct of tue but for die direct treat-
in diaguosis and prognosis, as weil as treatimient, intt of the Eustachian tube nnd tyipanuni hy
to determnine the patency of the Eustachian x p'ours, The tuni-fovk is
tube, the mobility of the iembrana tympaini, now gencralv used in ami prognosis.
presence of perforations, &c. It is used as If the siank of a vibrating tuning4orc be
follows : a sip of water is taken, the nose-piece placed on te vertex or foreieail, thi vibra-
is put into one nostril, and both nostrils are ions arc licard most distiîîctly by the ear whose
tightly closed ; then, as at a given signal, a nod drum-nembrane is thickeicd, or meatus or Eus-
e.g., the patient swallows, the bag is suddenlv tacian tube ostructcd; nd it is not -ell heard
and forcibly compressed. The air rushes up by the bealthy ear uîdcss the nieatus be closed.
the Eustachian tubes, distends the middle ears, fi pure nervois deafn'ss (disease of iab'rinth)
and causes an outward inovement of the drain- it is not heard under any cirenistances. The
heads. This procedure often effects a very rliioscope is, in some cases, a ncccssarv supple-
marked relief of subjective symptoms and a ment to the otier appliances, furnishing the
decided improvement of the hearing. In cases ineans of deciding, liy ocular inspection, the
of acute inflammation, after the acute stage has conlition of te posterior nares, vault of
passed, it clears the tube and middle ear of se- pharynx, and noutlis cf Eustaclîian tubes.
cretions and restores the normal position and The car-tube is also empled, and is sonetimes
mobility of the drum-head, and also by pre- useful in auscuitating the tynipanun during its
venting adhesions tends to preserve the fune- inflation. The examination and record of
tions of the tympanum. The periodic use of an ear case are Dot considered complote unless
the air-bag is indispensable in the iisidious pro- te hearing )o\ver be testcd by the watch and

gressive deafness (chronic aural catarrlh) second- voice; the mile being to note te furtbcst dis-
ary to naso-parii-yngeal catarrb, where the calibre tance at which tbey can be distinctly heard by
and patency of the Eustachian tube are lessened cd ear in turn. A vcry useful appliance is
and its functions otherwise impaired, and the the aurai douche, with which tli ieatus and
drurm-head is becoming stiff and abnormally drum-head (or middle ear) may be irrigated by
concave. The Politzer method is no less valu- a continueus stream of warm water, pure or
able in the sub-acute and chronie aurai catarrh niedicated. It acts on tle principle of the

of ebidre, upo who, nîreov-er, the Eusta- syphîon, andi can lie exteuîporized by using aof children, upon w'hom, moevr thCusa
chian catheter cannot be used. It is also useful piteher, basin, &c., as thc reservoir inte wlih
in the cleansing of the middle ear prior to is placed one. end cf a long piece of narroW
applying renedies, by forcing the secretions vulcanized tubirîg leaded or weiglited tho
into the meatus, from which they can be re-oter end, arned with a snali blunt nozzle f
moved by the douche or syringing; and a boue liard rubbeas, &c., being laced in the
after instillations of medicated solutions to niufl of the meatus. A receptacle is placed
secure their proper entrance into the tyinpanum ciosely under the auricie, and on raisin- tie
througl perforations. In view of the common- vessel a littie above the head a -entle streili
ness of ear disease and the great utility of the enters tli car. A gallon or more of liquid nia:"
air-bag in its treatment, it is an additional ha alloweel to flow at one Litting, and this nai
merit that its use requires no special skill. It 1c îepeated at short intervals or p. r. n its
is now frequently put into the hands of thc use is generahiy atterîded by marked ad s eed$
laity. relief co pain, more especily in the so-called


