palred hea.rmcr can hear pelfect,ly well tlnouorh _the” telephone w1th
the ear or ears that are impaired. It is not, per }mps so well known
that the condition in which this improvement occurs is one of - disease:
of the middle ear. -Those; who have dxsease of, the acoustxc nelve,:
fortunately rare cases, are . 1nJu1 ed mtner tha.n wsusted by the use’ of

the telephone, and in no case is thelr hearmv 1mpxoved by‘ h Luse of‘
this instrument. The. cause fox this - 1mp10ved healmn':. . cex ta.m‘
cases, is perhaps to be found in the increased vibration of the mem-f
‘brana tympani, caused by the rapid action of ‘the sound waves uponf
the drum head. Thisis e\acbly the same thmfr thab obtmna ‘with
those people who hear better i in a noise, which as I showed some years‘
ago, occurs only in those with rmddle ear disease, cand is probably de-
pendent upon increased action of the membmna t,yrnpftm and. theﬂ
ossicles, by the increased formation of sound waves, just asin the:
case of improvement of hearing through the telephone It is not far,
to seek to find an ideal adaptlon of an open telephone 50 t0 speak ‘
for the improvementof hearing. The instrument sold by Mr. Hutch-'
inson in New York, called the Acouphone, is more nearly like the
telephone than anything I have seen. That apparatus which consists,
essentially of a transmitter and of electric wl.es _connecting .with 11;"
and with two receivers, the wires being suppued by a ‘babtery,‘ls of
the greatest use to certain people with disease of ‘the middle ear, In’
properly chosen cases, the receiver may be placed on a table, the per-
son with impaired hearing holding the transmitter. One need not talk
into the receiver at all, but; SImp]y from any part of the room, to get
very excellent hearing for certain persons who cannot hear ordm'ny
conversation except cloqe to their ears. I believe the physicist who
will pay attention to this subject, could actually improve on any
instrument on the market and make a large class of persons with
incurable disease of the ear, causing great impairment of the hearing,
able to transact business, goto the theatre and so forth, with satisfac-
tion and enjoyment.—Post-Graduate.




