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largest towns 1s composed of many nationahties,
and there is probably no dlientele which does not
include patients of nearly every race on the face of
the carth.  The study of the aboriginals, now fast
disappearing, and the mamner in which their
medicine-men and wise women diagnose and treat
discase, 15 most interesting and mstructive.  The
manner 1h which Cingalese, Kanakas, Hindoos,
Chiese and Japanese adapt themselves to thur
changed environment, and the result of such a
change in the form of therr discases, is well worthy
the close study which we believe it is receiving
from some ot our protession.  "T'here 1s no lack of
obsenvers, carctul and scienufic observers, but, so
far as we Know, there s a great lack of published
observations, and this serions **but ™ it 15 the pur
pose ot this paper to remorve,

Short papers, notes of ases, personals, and
items of interest to the profossion generally will be
gladly received, and will be hopefully looked for
by the assuciate editor.

]ﬁ*ince EOward 35[&16._

DR.R.MACNEILL, Associate Editor for Prince Edward Island.

SECRET NOSTRUMS.

In the Provinee of Nova Scotia there is a com-
pany vrganized to manutacture and sell a prepara-
tion under the style of * K. 1. C,7 said to bea
great remedy  for dyspepsia— the newspapers are
full of testimonials.

We recently sent a sample to Philadelphia for
analysis and cvamination.  “ Dr. Walling who -
amined the sample, states that it is compused
principally of sodium bi-carbunate, mustard and a
very small and  unimportant trace  of aromatic
bitters, probably added to disguise it Therapeu-
tically 1t exerts the povwer of soda and if people
choose to pay a dollar for a half cent’s worth of
this valuable drug they have the privilege.  If any-
one wants to sce for himself how mudh soda there
is iy ity all hie has to do is to dropin a littde ¢inegar
after mining the powder with water, and sce it
cffervesce.”

Is it not thne to have a general law passed in
this Dominion requiring all patent medicine and
sceret nostrum vendors to publish their forinula
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with the Government or on the label attached to
each package or bottle?  Why should the public
be defrauded and why should men be allowed to
put up drugs of the ordinary kind or general class
under a euphonius name which the combination
will not warrant 2 Legislation is demanded upon
this question, and wedical men must do sume talk
ing and show up the scoundrels who are fleeding
the prouple, and hold the press and the drug trade
in thar grasp as subsidized agents.

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS,

P'rescnptions sometimes cause a trouble legally
as to ownership, and in consulting members of the
profession we find that hardly any two of them are
agreed as to the principles that should govern a
prescription.  Who owns it, the doctor who formu-
lates 1t or the patient for whom it is prescribed ?
If medical men were agreed among themselves as
to the nature of the contract, or the principles
underlying 1ty lawyers would not be called upon to
define the matter for them— and their own practice
would decide before our judges. Tirst, then, a
prescription is a literary production, formulated by
the doctor to suit a patient in a particular case,
and he sells the wsufruct of it once to the
patient.  ‘The patient doubtless has a fduciary
ownership in the paper and might hold an acton
agamst a third party , but the real ownership of
the preseription 1s vested 1 the doctor as the
author.  The law of authorship governs.  The
discussion of this problem is essentially a new one,
as there are few, if any, discussions to be found
upen the unauthorized use of medical prescriptions,
and in order to discuss it fairly it should be done
on the dines of (1) the legal character of a pre
scription, (2) the rights acquired by the patient in
it, (3) the legal relations of the druggist to it

As already observed, the prescription is the pro-
peryy of its author, and he may repeat it, or resell
it as often as he pleases, for he only disposes of
the right of use to another, and the absolute own-
ership still remains in himself, and the patient on
his part only pays for the wse of that advice or
prescription for that one time only. True, the
prescription consisting of the paper and formula,
and being written for the party who pays for it,
the patient would have . right of property in the



