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largest towns is composed of many nationahties,
and there is probably no ciente/e which does not
include patients of nearly every race on the face of
the carth. The study of the aboriginals, now fast
disappearing, and the ianner in which their
niedicine-cmen and% wise women diagnose and treat
disease, is iiost imterestig and instructive. Th'lie

maniier mn wlich m(ngalese, IKaiakas, Hmlindoos,
Chmese and Japancse aidapt themuselves to their
changed environînent, and the result of suih. a
change in the form of their diseases, is well worthy
the close study which we believe it is receiving
from some o our profession. There is no lack of
obser% er., careul idti scienutnc obser ers, but, su
far as we kion%, there is a great lack of publbsheid
observatiois, and this serious "but " it is the pur

pose of this paper to remoue.

Short paers, nîotes of cases, personals, and
items of intertst to the p)rufession ginurall n ill bL
gladly reeci% ed, and % %il be hupefully looked for
by the associate uditur.

DR. R. MACNEILL, Associate Editor for Prince Edwarc Island.

SECRET NOSTRUMS.

In the Pro% ince of Noxa Skotia there is a con-

pany organi/cd ti man.iîufature and sell a prepara-
tion under the st) le cf " K. 1). C.," said to be a
great remetid f r dspepusia- the iiewspapers are
full of testiionials.

We reuenthl ,ent a ,anple to Philadelphia for
analysis and t \iiiiation. " )r. Walling who LN-

amiined the sample, statls that it is conposed

principally of sodiuni bi-carbonate, inustard and a
%cry snmail and unimportant trace of aroniatie
bitters, prubably added t,.) disguisL it. Therapeu-
ticall\ it exerts tic power of soda and if peuple
chouse tu pay a dollar for a half cent's worth of
this Naluable drug they ha e the priilege. If any-
one wants to s e for himsilf how nuh soda there
i ii it, all lie hab to do i: to drup mn a littlue zinegar
after mixing the powder with water, and see it
effervesce."

Is it not time tu liac a g ]neral lan passed in

this Dominion requiring all patent niedicine and
secret nostrum %endors to publish their formula

with the Government or on the label attachedl to)
each package or boule? Why should the public
ie defrauded and why should men be allowed to

put up drugs of the ordinary kind or general class
uinder a euplonius name which the coibination
vill not warrant ? L.egislation is deianded upon

thb quision, ani iedical menii must du some talk
ing and shuw up the m oundreis wli are flectLing
thte puple, and huld the prss and the drug trade
in their gra'p as subsidietd agents.

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS.

l'irc, riptiois souetimes .ause a trouble legally
as to onrship, and in consulting members of the

profLssioii nc find that hardl an) two of tlim arc

agreed as to the priiiciples that should govcrn a

prescription. Who owns it, the doctor who fornu-
latcs it or the patient for wliom it is prescribedi ?
If mudical men were agreud ambong themsehes as
tu the nature of the contract, or the pneiples
underlying it, lawyers would not be called upon to
detine the matter for then- and thuir own practice
would decide before our judges. First, then, a

)re.scriltioii is a literary production, formulatedi by
the doctor to suit a patient in a particular case,
and lie selis the usufruc/ of it once to the

patient. The patient doubtless lias a ficiary
owiiership in the paper and mighit hold an attun

agamst a third parts , but the real ownership of
the prescription is vested in te doctor as the
author. The law, of authorship goierns. The
discussion of this problem is essentially a new one,
as there are few, if any, discussions to be found
upun the unauthori/.ed use of medit.al p.rescrip>tions,
and in order to distiss it fairly it should be done
on thue lines of i) the legal character of a pre-
scription, (2) the riglits acquired by the patient in

it, (3) the legal relations of the druggist to I.
As alruady obscred, the prescription is the pro-

pert) of its author, and lie na\ repeat it, or resell
it as often as lie pleases, for he only disposes of
thu right of use to anotlier, and the absolute own-
ershiip still remains in hinself, and the patient on
his part only pays for the use of that advice or

prescription for that one tine only. True, the
prescription consisting of the paper and formula,
and being written for the party who pays for it,
the patient would lae riglt of propcrt in the


