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0f ail the startling theeries which have at one time or
another been put forward with regard te moeorites, none
Probably is more extravagant than that recently promul-
gaUte(l by Sir William Thompson, the late President of the
lritish Association. In bis Presidontiai address last year,

this eminent philosopher maintained that the enigin of
life on our globe, and the introduction from time to ime
Of new species, miglit bo referred to the arrivai of mete-
rites, whlich, bcing fragments of othor worlds upon which
life already existed, had carried with themn the germs ori
'SOed8, or even "lliving animais or plants," to populate our
globe. This theory, in reality, in no way evades the diffi-
C-ulty as to the enigin of life, and lias been unhcsitatingly
reJected by the scientifie world. It is summarily disposed
Of by Mr. Forbes, because "lthe 110W generally ireceived
theory of meteors teaches us to regard themn as bodies
,hich have been revolving, probably for countless ages,
111 spaces destitute of atmospheric conditions requisite te
Ststain life; and, secondly, cecause the meteorites with
Wýhich we are acquainted have, in their descent, had their
extrnal surface actually melted by the intense hecat pro-
dluced by tho friction and oxidation of thue air; so that the
Very supposition that anyvegetabie or animal beiing, seed
Or gerin, could by any possibility retain its vitality, or
reacli. the reach.the earth unconsumed, scems in the very
highesv degrcc improbable."

Deaf Mute Edication.

The issue of the first annuai report of the Ontario insti-
tUation for the fleaf and Dumb, brings under review w'hat
bas been done in the sister Province to aid and iinstruct a
C2lass luaving large dlaims upon the sympatliy and pu'otec-
t10!1 of the community. The pioncer of deaf mute educa-
tien in Ontario was Mn. J. B. McGann, who commenced a
'Chooi in Toronto in June, 1858, and, having reiuoved to
1 larilton in 1864 continued the sehool there till July,
1870. During this time about 180 deaf mutes came under
'Instruction, and mucli intereat in the work wvas excited
throuo.lout the Province. The Ontailo Institution at
]Ileileville was formally opened to pupils on the 2th of
October, 1870, and the reports of the Inspecter and ]?nîn-
eipai flow before us indicate the progness made during the
f1'st year. At the outset, four teachers were appointed
4"d the school was divided into f»our classes. A fifth
teaClier was soon added, and now' that the number of
DPpils in residence bas reached 110, it is proposed to form
4 Sixtli ciass to be placcd under the charge of an educated
YOiing lady, herseif a deaf mute, who. is quaiifying for the
task.

For a flrst ycar, this statoment of the members in at-
teildance may be regarded as foreshadowing a sucQessful
CUIer for the Institution. INevrtheless, it appears that
there is mncli to bc donc in order to bring ail the deaf
!nutes in the Province within reacli of instruction, for it
'F' Computcd by the Principal, Mr. W. J. Palmer, that there

e ertainly not less than 250 in Ontario who have not
YOt been sent te the Institution. The reason for this neg-
"'et is apparently the poverty of the parents, who are
"flable to pay for the maintenance of their children at the
sehool, and are thus unabie te avail themscives of the Go-
ý'0rarent provision of their education. Inspector Lang-

alirremarks that in order to enable every deaf mute 0f
8ehOol age-seven to nineteen-to be piaced under mns-
trnion1 three methods are open for selection. Iirst, tho
en)actmient of a law rcqniring every municipality in whiehi
tlre are deaf mutes, wliose parents are unable te, send

te the institution and support them whist therc~, te

pay for their transfer to and from the schooi, and te defr-ay
the expense of board. Secondl y, to make the institution
free te ail, without any charge for board on the part of the
gevernmenti Or, thirdiy, te make the education of all
deaf mutes in the Province compulsory. At present,
parents or friends who are ablo te pay for tho board cf
pupils are charged the cost cf food, haîf the stipiuated
amount being requircd in advance. Parents unable te pay
for the board of their children must apply te the council
cf the cou nty, township, tewn or village in which they
reside, and if the municipaiity becomes nesponsible for
the board of the ühild, it is admitted into the school. The
q-ucstion cf the ability or inability cf the applicant te pay
is dctermined soiely by the municipality. If the childrén
are orphans and without means eof support, they arc board-
cd, ciothcd and educated at the scho6l, at the e.xpense cf
the government, on the application cf the municipality in
which the orphan resides. According te this classifica-
tien, the 107 children in the institution on the 3Oth cf last
September wcre supported as foiiows :-54 by parents or
guardians, 45 by municipalities, and 8 by the Province as
orphans. Tne inspecter observes that as only 16 coîvnties
have compiied with the previsions of the law,-seven in a
prompt and efficient manner and eiglit only pantially se,
conclusive evidence is furnislied, if the present method cf
admission is te be continued, of the necessity of the legis-
lature requining every county te supp ont in the institution
the ebildren whose parents are unable tobear the expense.

In seme few cases the fauit is with the parents who
kceep their children witli tlem for the sake cf their
manual labour. In sucli cases there is evidently a neces-
sity for stato interfenence and the application cf the pnin-
ciple of compulsory education, as the chldren thus un-
happily kopt back from instruction must grow up in a
condition of tlie most depiorabie ignorance and brutishness.
If the Institution were made board free and the wliole cost
dcfrayed by Government, a large additional amount weuld
have te be expended on maintenance; theugli this would
perliaps be a less serieus matter than permitting ncarly
two thirds ef the class fer whom the institution lias been
providcd te lose the benefit cf instruction entireiy.

Among other features cf interest in the report, we notice
that a farm and garden are attached te the institution,
and it is preposed te have a workshop erected that will
afford room for carpentering, shoemnaking and taiioring.
A drawing master attends for the instruction cf those
whom the Principal believes te evince a tasto for the pen-
cil;- and in ether ways, iL 18 souglit te give the pupils op-
pertunity for the deveiopment of their powens. Mere
schelastic training wiil bce a poor gift te thle pupils
unicss they are put in the way cf earning their
oxvn living at seme industnial pursuit after leaving the
institution. There seemns neoeaison wliy deaf mutesi
should net become proficient in mechanical exployments
such as cabinet-making, slioe-making, and taiioring. Tlie
atteInpts made in this direction at the sehool have proved
highly successful, the eiglit maie pupils engaged at the
carpentcning trade taking a great interest in their work,
and executing ail the repairs and improvements necessary
about the buildings. and premises. As for the iearned pro-
fessions, deaf mutes are obviously under tee great.disad-
vantages te compete successfuiiy with those enjeying al
their facuities. One interesting exceptien is noted by
Principal Palmer. The Messrs. MaeDeI an, barristers and
attonneys, educated at the Deaf and Dunib Institution in
Glasgeow, have followed their profession at Belleville for
sevoral years with marked succes.-Gaz..ette.
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