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.The World's__Noblest River.
Froas mny earliest childheod the St. Lawrence River bas lîeld a peculiar fascination

for me-a fascination that bas strengthened and developed with the passing years. I
stili, have a confused retrienbrance of hav;ng taken 'a trip 'with xny father aiici mother
through the Thousand Islands axad on to Montreal when but seven years old, the Mmnn
tous voyage having been accomplished in the old side-whecler 'Cisprey " owned axad
comnianded by the late Captain lMcKay, fabier of Messrs. Robert and .neas McKay;
who are stiil in the shipping business; in Hamnilton. The bo>at had beeh chantored by five
fainilies my father's aniong the numaber, and a jolly party they made to b. imîro.

ymemitries of that trip are rathen baÏ3y, but thore are vivid spots which
stand ont clean and distinct. I remember the oxcitenuent on board when the ship p!ungod
madly thnough a fearful churning, foamingr, maelsitroma of foam.-crestod wavea, whîh8t
the jaggod and forbidding rocks protrudod their fear8me heads so close to our seemin>gly
helpiesa craft as to threaten instant annihilation, and to caus myseif, and inany xnuch
eider than 1, to bkinch with terror. I roînembor 'old Indian JIoseph, the pilot, wnlose
fishing ene up alof t seemed to dance-with auppresed joy as' hoe revelled li the power
and knowÏedge that onabled him Wo carry the boat safely tbrough the trrublod waters
te the peacofulcalmnosa below. 1 remomiber feeling thankful that I was flot aboard that.
othor boat, whoeo black emoke-stack and taporing maut we could plainly sez stickîng u
out of the water on our loft. (This waa the steamer Grecian, which atruck a rock and
'went down li the Cedar Rapide).ciyadogWthtoofahgmunanwhr

I -remember boing in -i iyadon otetpoa ghmuaiwrI
could see a beautiful river far bo ow in 'wbîch were tw> lovely green isianda (Nuns' and
St. Helens), and aise a gret long structurecosn the river on atone pions, whioh my
father tý61d mie was the fanions Viétoria Tubular"Bridge. X think- that la ail 1 cati
recali, save ponhape the strange.robed priests, and the childieh awe with which I gazed.
upon the gansbh magnificence cf the aid Trieuch chunch of Notre Damne, and---oh, ye,
there were the canais and loéka, and the dark-skinned, barefooted bjoys and girls, wh>
spoke a atrange language, and sold us toffy and raspberrios in quaint littie birch bark
receptacle& ..

.And thore my niemory fails t4 po furthen.
That wAa thirty years &go and, in the time that bas intervoned ince then, 1bhê

fasciation of my childhood bas stngtioked, andi developeti tntil 1 have corne te le
the dear aid St. Làawrtnce andi everything pertaining W it wlth a love that is born o!
close and faiiar association and oompanionsbip, as between old and trloti friend.


