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demanded the Repeal of the Union ùetween Great Britain and
Treland. R1e believed that nations should be governed by the will
of the people. Ail rational rnen of the tirne acknowleciged that
the Union hed received the sanction of the Irish people through
unjust nieans. And O'Connell showed by the protests of the
Irish that it was retained in the samne manner. H1e formed
alliances with the most popular parties in England, withi the
Democracy and wvith the Free Traders. And later his sagracity
led him, to think it possible to form a party in pdrlianient which
would treat with ail parties, but coalesce with neither. H1e believed
that the desires of four-fifths of a people, when peacef ully b.nd
persevering]y expressed, would in the end prove triumnphant. H1e
obtained seats in parliament far his sons, nephews, and bis sworn
retainers. When a vacancy occurred in any constituency he
irnmediately sent a Repeal candidate to contest it. And at bis
elections he always insisted upc~n law and order. " The man who
commits a crime gives strength to the enemy," was his favorite
maxini. When the temperance movement started in Ireland
O'Connel) at once turned it to account. H1e urged his followers
to join it, and Qpoke of themn as bis «" Grand Army of TeetotglLers."-
Ile instituted the system of monster meetings, whieh is now
recognised as the most powerfui means of attaining political ends.
And if O'Connell had lived a few years longer, if a worthy
successor Lad taken bis mantie, if famine had not completely
broken the spirit of the Irish people, wbo can say that bis cause
would flot have triumphed. '«None," 'says the historian, " except,
those wbo think nothing can happen, which they do- not want to
happen."

Did O'Çonnell spend bis life in a just cause? As early as the
reign of Henry II the Irish were governed by a parliatnent of
their own. This was first composed of Protestants and w-hLn the
British sway ertended over the whole islà.nd it was made up of
Protestants and Caffholics. After th- English conquest, the
natives, especially the Catholics, ri-ceived trc.4ment far froin just.
' Tbey were debarred frore ail civil and religlous rigbts, and were
given a government to whicb they never cons titu tinally assented.
And wben the unknown lawyer took up their cause their oppres-
sion lad abated but littie. Wbat was the cause of England's
unjust treatmnent? Why do not the Irish today rule tbemselves?
It is claimed by some that they are unfit to gov<:rn. It is said
-they are a people of peculiar ternperaments adapted only to be,
ruled. If they demnand a reformi and ie. is flot immediately com-
plied with, they appeal to arms. Strange that the Irish should
be condemned for an act which is perfectly alIowable to the
Englisi. . Canadians fightigc for a fuller measure of responsible
goverfimert ik, noi; on a mucb higher pl ' ne than the Irish flgbting
,because f.hey have no government at ali. The EngIish nature


