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UNIVERSITY CONFEDERATION IN
ONTARIO.
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Titu proposai te briîîg the varieus Uniiersities iii
Onîtario togetlier in a federatien in Toronto lias been
diseussed wit.ini the Province withi great earilestnless,
and lias awakaned cotîsiderablo initcrcst anion- the
friands of educatien i these parts. The plait
conteînplatcd tho union of the several Universities and
collages iii a systeni of affiliation witlî the Provincial
University, the afliliatedl colleges and Universities
retaining a stail of instruction to deal 'vitli particular
subjects, thea Central University mîaintainifig a pro.
féssoriatc to give instruction iii otlicr subjerts,-alI
beingy regulated by a Sonate svhicli should dotermîine the
varjous courses ef study and have the poNver to confer
degrees. The plan lias niotbean reaeîvcdwsitli universal
favor. The University of Trinity Collage, Toronto,
ait(! Queens, of Kingston, decided not to adept it. Thîe
Baptists have pèititioncd that thoy inay unito their two
collages, one iii Woodstoek, tlîe otlier in Toronto, under
one charter witli University pover.g. The application
svill probablyteograit. Tia proposedleonifederation,
therefore, chietlly affects the denoîiiîatioiîal, collages
in Toronto and thîe Methiodist University iii Cobourg.
Tiue Ragents oif Victoria University, being inclined for
the înost part te accept the plait proposed by tlîe
Gxovarnient, agrced to refer the inatter for finial
decision, te the Quadrennial General Conference svhichi
inet in Tloronto last September. Thme question of
renioval and federation svas discussed iii the Conference
for four days. Tho debate svas represeî;tedl by tua
dlaily press, us ones of the niest important timat have
talken place in Canada. In favor of ranioval and
federation, it svas held tliat tîmis svould involve les
expanse than to ronmain lin Cobourg; that a great
University could not bo developed except in a great
city ; that the denomination svere unvillin- to con-
tribute the ncded endowmnent for Cobourg. It svas
said to bc thc duty o! the state te aid tic h;glar
edlucation, and this could ba clone consistently only on
thse proposed plan, and thiat, as the 'Methodists woe
already oe tîmird o! the population, tlîey could safely
adopt the plan; tîmat it 'vould ba botter for the danoin-
inationi te conte into contact with other people; tlint

iii federatioîî tîmeir iîîfluonce svoulcl be greatly en-
hanced ; tmmt if mîodernî secular education tended te
scapticisn, it was thieir duty tii counteract tlîat toit-
dency, aisd federation svas the oiay svay open te thein by
wvhichi tliey could have a controlling influence ever the
higlior edlucation e! the country. It was said thtat
fcdarationl would open a %vider curriculuin for tlicir
students, that, if edlucatien wero te ba conductcd
-accordin- te ite old iiethods, they msiglit resuaiti iii
dCubourg,,, but as iii tliese chays Lucre is a dnand for
extensive systenis o! options and a largo varicty of
courses of study, the combination o! various institu-
tiens te forin a coînnien uiiivcrsity is the uiiost
reasnable niathod of mieeting thec popular dcînand.
The plea 'vas mnade tîmat in thesa days Young mnie
wvere unwillin- te give as inucli tinte fer gencerai
culture as %vas forîicrly giv n d therefere iL is
necesjary that genra titd professiotial studies should
ba blendcd. It 'vits said tlat tlîcy were neot now
heldinag their yeuiîg menci te tîjeir owni univcrsity, but
tliat a large iiuînber o! theni wove iii attendance iii
«University Colleo. Tho lhope svas expressed that the
formation o! a great university iii Toronto wo.ld
prevent thîcir yeumîg men frein going te universities ini
foreign couintries. IL was claimed that a degrec frei
a et -al uiver-,ity %vould ba ceiisidered more valu-
able thai oe freont a denemnlinatimmal uollege, anid that
tha plant o! fedcratiîm presciitcd tme only eppertunity
possible te thcmn by whicli thieir yeung mcii ceuld
recai,,e the full bene-fit e! the hiliar educatiomi, and
ait the samie time bc kept under thme influences ef
chiristian truth.

In opposition te the plait, it ivas statcd that contri-
butions uîad bacai obtained fer the 'University ini
Cobourg, as if that were te bc its permanent location;
and thercby a legal and a moral obligation lid booms
created, whiclî slîouldt prevent roinoval,-tliat by thxe
admission o! conspetont judges enly four nmore pro.
fcssorships woe needeci to imake thie university, svliere
it is ail tliat could be desired,-tliat iii thiese days
thare is a tendeney te found fancy chairs at extrava-
gant rates, syhile tha necccessry equipnients o! a
first-class university cati ba lad fer îîuclimorie
moderato sunis. IL svas urg-ed that ne governînaîît
cintld hind its successors in the inatter of gamts for
hbmmlier cducation..-tlîat if grants slmeuld, bc made for
titis ebjeet, the atnsount svould have te be divided

1betweeni several universities, as several e! thme denem-.


